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Greetings!

Enjoy this month's newsletter! Be sure to check out our Club Zoom
travel offers and promotions.
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Several Stylish Hotels join Club Zoom
Your Club Zoom benefits are getting
better every day, with recommended
luxury hotels in cities across the
country. It is an easy way to get
discounts on the best rates from the
best gay-friendly luxury hotels.

We received a lot of interest in last
month's addition of the Lumiere hotel
in Telluride, Colorado. We are

continuing this expansion with 4 very chic hotels in the Pacific
Northwest, with 2 in Portland, and 1 each in Seattle and Tacoma.

We also have the Liberty Hotel in Boston, which is set in the old
Charles Street Jail in downtown Boston at the base of the Beacon Hill
neighborhood. Accommodations have improved since the old tenants
moved on, with contemporary styling and high technology a sharp
contrast to the classic granite exterior.

The Hotel Max is by far the most chic and design-forward hotel in
downtown Seattle, a short half-mile from Seattle's gay neighborhood
Capital Hill. Telling a local Seattleite that you're staying at the Max is
a sure way to convey your level of style and taste. The Hotel Murano
features beautiful works of glass art throughout the hotel and is the
best choice to explore the City of Destiny, Tacoma, and the world
famous Tacoma Glass Museum - just a few blocks away. Enjoy a
glamorous tribute to the Golden Age of Hollywood at Portland's
historical Hotel DeLuxe, or try the Hotel Lucia, a simply elegant
contemporary hotel.

Whichever hotel you choose, you can't go wrong when you know you

Featured
Travelers; Patrick

and Karl, from
NYC

Even though they
initially thought that
they were not group
travel people, Patrick
and Karl joined Zoom for
our tour to Guatemala.
They were refreshingly
curious about the local
culture, history, and
cuisine of Guatemala.
Patrick took some time
to share his thoughts on
our trip:

Zoom: How did the
ruins of Tikal compare to
other ruins you've seen?

Patrick: I knew that
Tikal was the largest of
the Mayan cities, but I
was stunned by its vast
scale and magnificence.
I was also surprised by
how much of the city
remains covered by
jungle, and archeologists
have still to uncover. In
that regard, it reminded
me of seeing Angkor
Thom when I visited that
Khmer city in 1991.

Zoom: What were your
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are staying at a Club Zoom member hotel, and with our discount
codes, you know you're staying at a great rate!

View our Additional Club Zoom Partners

1,000 Year-old Mummies Found in Peru
Peru is always full of surprises, and
not just for our travelers who are
discovering new foods, incredible
mountain vistas, and endlessly
colorful cultures.

Belgian archeologists have recently
uncovered over 80 mummies just
outside of Lima, in Pachacamac.
Pachacamac was a religious and
political center in the Chiribaya
culture for hundreds of years before
the Incas conquered it in 1400 AD,
shortly before the Spanish then
conquered it from the Incas in 1532.

It also possibly hosted human sacrifices, as some of the mummies
died from blows to the skull. This is the same site where two years
ago archaeologists unearthed six mummified dogs and several
infants. Many of the recently found mummies were infants and had
skeletal and medical defects, which has led some to believe that
Pachacamac was like an ancient Lourdes, where people traveled to
for healing powers. A recent Italian study contends that Machu
Picchu was also a pilgrimage site based on its important cosmological
significance to some Incan beliefs. There is still constant debate
about the significance of just about all pre-Colombian sites in Peru,
due to the lack of written records and the new archaeological
discoveries made every year.

Travelers on our annual November trip to Peru discover first-hand
several pre-Colombian sites with a private local expert.

read about Zoom's next trip to Peru.

Zoom Guatemala Photos are In
It's been pretty busy at Zoom
Vacations lately, with great trips to
Guatemala and China within weeks
of each other. Next month we will
include our favorite photos from
Zoom China, but this month, feast
your eyes on Guatemala. Without a
doubt, Guatemala is our tour that
surprises our travelers the most, and

it is the destination that provides the most unexpected aspects.

View the photos

Physically Transformative Vacations
Have you ever dreamt of a vacation where you do nothing but relax
and eat and drink, only to dread coming back home looking like you

expectations of the
dining experiences in
Guatemala?

Patrick: We expected to
have wonderful fruits
while we were in
Guatemala, and we did.
It was startling to taste
fruit like it is supposed
to taste. It is hard to go
back to the grocery
store variety now. One
of the highlights of the
trip was getting to cook
with the group. I loved
learning how to make a
mole sauce with deep
fried plantains. The
restaurants in the hotels
where we stayed were
all top notch.

Zoom: Guatemala is
known for offering
amazing gift items for
unbelievable prices.
What were some of your
favorite items you
brought back?

Patrick: We loved all of
the handicrafts. The
textiles were truly
amazing from large table
clothes to new collars for
the dogs. The weavers
have a gift for combining
colors that can be bold
and brilliant as well as
subtle and delicate. We
also liked the carved
wooden masks, and
bought a large monkey
head and several small
goat masks for our
collection that we have
gathered on our travels.

Zoom: How was the
friendliness and warmth
of the locals compared
with other places you've
visited? Did you have
much trouble
communicating with the
locals?
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did nothing but relax, ate, and
drank?

The reality is that most of us are
working longer hours than ever, and
the first thing that so many of us cut
out of a busy schedule is our fitness
regimen, and we fall off the wagon.
Longer working hours make the need
for a relaxing vacation more
important than ever, but if you are
like most people, you may come back from your vacation with more
pounds but less desire to do anything about it. It doesn't have to be
that way. In fact, it is quite possible to emerge from your vacation
looking and feeling better that when you left.

Read on...

Sassy Gay Traveler, by Daniel Lieser
Who needs South African wildlife
when you can have 7 silver blue
Japanese puffer fish?

If you meet Zoom's Daniel, you will
know that he is one of the sweetest
guys out there. His arch nemesis, the
Sassy Gay Traveler--not so much.

This month, the Sassy Gay Traveler
tells us we should spend money on
THINGS, not travel!

I'm impressed with those who save
up for weeks and months for an amazing vacation to somewhere
they've never been. I myself have never had much luck in that
department. For me, it's hard to consciously save up for an
international vacation when local consumerism is staring you in the
face at all times. After all I wonder, what's going to end up bringing
me more happiness: a dream vacation with indulgent dining and
exploring new cultures, or an 80 gallon salt water tank with 7 silver
blue Japanese puffer fish? They're very delicate and very expensive,
that's why we need 7, we might lose a few. They're poisonous!

Lately I've wanted to head to safari and sport some of the fierce faux
rugged khaki-wear I've been amassing. It would be great to take a
safari adventure of yesteryear, complete with elaborate luxury safari
chalets and dining in ethereal settings. However, a Turkish bidet
would really compliment my new French porcelain commode in the
guest bathroom, and I'm afraid that sort of craftsmanship costs as
much as a flight to Southern Africa.

The friends and personal connections one can make while sharing
once-in-a-lifetime moments at World Heritage sites are very
precious. People come back from luxurious vacations and recount
their elaborate dining experiences held in avant-garde restaurants
surrounded by old and new friends. I would argue, however, that the
connections I make while showing off my puffer fish (and no that's
not code name for something else) are also once-in-a-lifetime,

Patrick: Everyone we
met was very open and
friendly. We had no
problem communicating.
We particularly liked our
guides who were not
only extremely
knowledgeable, but took
a sincere delight in
sharing their love of
Guatemala with us.

Zoom: How would you
describe Antigua to
someone who has never
been there?

Patrick: Antigua is a
beautiful colonial city
where time was stopped
by a series of
earthquakes in the late
Eighteenth Century. The
streets are lined with
homes, mostly one story
tall, with brightly colored
facades. Through the
windows and doorways
you can catch glimpses
of the beautiful interiors
and courtyard. It is an
easy city to walk around
on foot. There are many
fine shops with
handicrafts and jewelry
as well as upscale
restaurants.

Zoom: What are most
people's common
misconceptions about
Guatemala? Is
Guatemala a good
destination for gay
tourists?

Patrick: The most
common misconception
is that Guatemala is
dangerous. A certain
degree of caution is
advised, but this is
precisely the reason we
decided to take a
vacation with Zoom. I
had for years wanted to
visit Tikal and Antigua,
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because it only happens at most a couple times a year.

What you need to keep in mind in terms of spending is that things,
no experiences are what bring happiness. That's why I plan on being
buried like the Pharaohs, surrounded by all my earthly possessions,
especially my fedora collection. It's turning out to be pretty fierce.

If you are unlike our Sassy Gay Traveler, read about our trip
to southern Africa

Zooming with Joel
You ask the question, he'll provide the
answer!

Our Chief Travel Officer, Joel Cabrera, gets a
number of travel-related questions every
week. Email your travel question to Joel

Question:

Bob from New Orleans writes,

"I am a bit of a foodie, and since you have
traveled a lot, I was wondering what country
or countries have your favorite cuisine?"

Answer:

Dear Bob,

I enjoy FOOD everywhere, but a recent Zoom trip to China revealed
some of the best dining I have yet experienced. Shanghi's Jade on
36 restaurant, on the 36th. floor of the Shangri-La Hotel, overlooking
Shanghi's famous Bund, is a gastronomic experience of epic
proportions. French Chef Franck Elie Laloum aims to use only natural
flavours, fresh vegetables and spices. A recent lunch at Jade on 36
included an appetizer of organic baby root vegetables, Arabica
coffee, and aged Modene balsamic vinegar, followed by a main
course of slowly poached filet of flounder in olive oil, baby shrimp
and razor clams, and multicolor radishes in green Szechwan pepper
foam. It was a perfect meal.

China presents some of the world's best dining experiences in all
categories of ethnic cuisine. It is Foodie Nirvana.

Read about our next trip to China

Join us on Facebook!
Zoom Vacations on Facebook

Zoom Vacations' Facebook community is growing! Check back often
to see destination travel videos and photos. You'll also learn a travel
tip or two, and have the opportunity to interact with others in our
Zoom Community.

Who will you meet? Well, you know, the kind of people who desire
meaningful vacations in comfortable settings where you can truly be
yourself, and enjoy incredible once-in-a-lifetime experiences that
would be difficult, impractical or impossible to do on your own.

and taking a trip with a
group of gay men
seemed like the perfect
solution. We always felt
comfortable. It was very
reassuring to know that
hotels, restaurants,
means of transportation,
and sites had been
carefully selected so that
we could have a great
trip.

Read from past Zoom
Vacations testimonials

Quick Links...
Reserve Today

Check out our awards
and press archive

Contact us

Planning a celebration in
another country? Click
here to see how we can
help

Testimonials

Tours at a glance

Zoom Vacations is
Winner of the 2010
TripOut Gay Travel

Award for Best LGBT
Tour Operator!

A proud member
of
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Club Zoom
If you are new to Club Zoom,
here's the scoop. You will receive
discounts and special offers on
many of your favorite hotels,
retail outlets, and services
around the country! And the best
part is, it's free! It is simply our
way of saying, "thank you" for
being a part of Zoom Vacations.

Simply click on the link below to get a list of our partners and the
codes necessary to redeem these offers.

Visit our Club Zoom Page

Follow Zoom Vacations on Twitter
Zoom Vacations is increasing its
presence on Twitter, giving quick,
relevant travel tidbits to our
followers, such as the latest trends,
tips, and hotspots.

Follow Zoom Vacations on Twitter if
you want to learn new things, be
introduced to people, get access to
information that you may not find on
your own, participate in experiences
that you find valuable, but might not
make time for unless prompted.

As always, thank you for being part of the Zoom Vacations
community!

Follow us on Twitter now.

Join our mailing list!
Join

email: bryan@zoomvacations.com
phone: 773.772.ZOOM (9666)
web: http://www.zoomvacations.com/
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