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Beach 
John was looking forward to
spending time with his
friend, Jim on Zoom's trip to
China.  But besides Jim,
John came back from this
trip with many more new
friends!

Zoom:  Why did you take
this trip to China?

John:  I went for both
professional and personal
reasons. I travel a great
deal each year, but one of
my trips each year is to an
"exotic" location that is best
experienced with an
escorted group, instead of a
"wing it" trip on my own or
with friends. China is a place
I wanted to visit for years,
but had not found a group

Greetings!
Enjoy this month's newsletter! Be sure to check out our
Club Zoom travel offers and promotions. 

Israel and Tel Aviv Gay Pride 2013
Trip Announced!
Zoom Vacations is excited to
announce the newest addition to
our diverse line-up of
destinations for gay travelers:
Israel 2013 with Tel Aviv Gay
Pride, the Dead Sea, Jerusalem,
and much more. Israel has
become more and more popular with gay travelers
recently, boasting its extensive LBGT civil rights,
agreeable climate, beautiful beaches, and stunning men. 

Tel Aviv surprises its visitors by how modern it is, with
art-deco and bauhaus architectural influences, as well as
the best nightlife in all of the Middle East. On this trip we
will explore countless places and artifacts that are
important to people of many different faiths, including
Galilee, the Wailing Wall, the port of Acre (which
Napoleon failed to conquer), the Dead Sea Scrolls, and
even Armageddon (which is a real place). We will also
visit a Kibbutz, a type of Jewish agricultural commune
that merged collectivism with the Jewish faith to promote
the community's well-being. 

As on all Zoom trips, we will be staying at the best luxury
hotels and experience the  most innovative cuisine
around the country. Our detailed itinerary and Israel
2013 page will be up on our Zoom website within the
next 2-3 weeks. Call us to reserve your spot on what is
sure to be a very popular trip!  773.772.9666

A New Look for our Newsletter
As many of you know, we have been renovating our
offices and beefing up our technology here at Zoom
Headquarters in order to serve you better.  Now that our
office has completed its makeover, we realized that our
e-newsletter was long overdue for a sprucing up as well.
 We hope that you like the new look, and as always, if
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whose dates and itinerary
worked for me......Zoom's
dates worked for me, and I
checked them out with
several friends
who had traveled with them,
and they had nothing but
great things to say about
Zoom. Professionally, I
wanted to see China in
person because I
am an Investment Manager
who invests in the China
Region and wanted to see
for myself this "economic
miracle" country that I have
read so much about, but
never experienced in
person.

Zoom:  What were your
highlights of the trip?

John:  Aside from seeing
the major tourist sites, what
was most meaningful for me
was the one-on-one
conversations I had with the
guides who were
hired to escort us to the
various cities.  They spoke
openly and freely about the
reality of living in China in
2012, and as a result I
learned so much about the
culture, the economy, and
the challenges of living in a
one-party country that is
growing and changing at
such a fast pace.
 
And Joel's amazing
"Signature Zoom Event" of
having champagne and
great food at one of the
towers on the Great Wall
was an event that
I will never forget.

Zoom:  After being in
China, did you have any
misconceptions that were
cleared up?

John:  The major
misconception I had was
about living in a

there is anything you would like to see added that would
be of interest to you, email bryan@zoomvacations.com.

Zoom China Photos Coming Soon
Zoom Vacations' trip to China
offers so much for our travelers,
that it leaves many of our guests
glued to their cameras so that
they do not miss a photo
moment!  We are still going
through thousands of pictures
from the trip, which we will post
in next month's newsletter.  In
the meantime, check out Zoom's
trip to China in May, 2013!

 Sassy Gay Traveler 

Christmas in July
 
If you meet Zoom's Daniel, you
will know that he is one of the
sweetest guys out there. His
arch nemesis, the Sassy Gay
Traveler--not so much.
  
This month, the Sassy Gay
Traveler tells us why it is time to

start thinking about our holiday travel plans.
 
It's July, and time to start thinking about what to get
your boyfriend for Christmas. This is directed at those
readers who, unlike yours truly, will most likely have the
same boyfriend in December as they do currently. It's six
months away, so if my boyfriend is still the same, he will
have broken my long term relationship record by at least
five and a half months. 
 
That's right; you thought they couldn't celebrate
Christmas any earlier when stores start putting out
Christmas gifts in October. So I'm sure you're thinking,
"Miss Sassy, isn't July a little early to celebrate
Christmas?" Well, I don't like seeing Christmas as
something that only happens once a year; personally, I
think rampant consumerism should be celebrated year-
round. 

Sometimes the best Christmas gift you can give your
boyfriend or partner is a holiday away from their family.
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"Communist Country" which
I thought I would find totally
controlling and restrictive.
Based on the China I
experienced, it was a totally
different cultural experience.
I would encourage anyone
who visits China to go to the
"Arts District" in either
Beijing or Shanghai to see
that contemporary art scene
that clearly is not being
censored. Living in Miami, I
am a big fan of
contemporary art
and I couldn't believe how
advanced and how
uncensored the art was in
those districts.
 
What I learned is that the
younger generation is really
not that upset about the
censorship that goes on in
China because there are
technological ways around
just about everything, but
their frustration is more
about the corruption and
bribery that is necessary to
educate their kids, buy a
home, get a car, and just do
normal every day stuff. I
never would have learned
about this in a book, but in
person hearing the
"personal stories" of the
Chinese was very moving.

Zoom: We also had several
straight people on the trip. 
How did that affect the trip?

John: My initial reaction,
honestly, was to be a bit
confused......I thought that
with a 100% gay group we
could be more ourselves and
not hold ANYTHING back,
but as the group dynamics
evolved, it was just fine. I
will never forget one of the
straight couples saying on
our initial night when they
told their
children they were traveling
on a "gay trip" that their son

So many people, and gay people specifically, often dread
the family holiday celebrations even though they may
enjoy the holiday itself. With this stress in mind, it's
important to come up with an excuse not to attend well
in advance.  

Southern Africa
Going on safari is something that
a lot of us have dreamed about
since we were kids. Nowadays,
the safari experience can be so
completely other-wordly and
spectacular, that you almost
can't believe you are doing it.  

The best safari lodges are stylish
and luxurious, yet set in the
middle of nowhere, and
surrounded by natural beauty
and wildlife.  From many, such

as Zoom's lodge, you can watch elephants and other
exotic animals from your own private plunge pool!  

Zoom Vacations' tour also includes stunning Cape Town
and Victoria Falls, so you will be able to experience one
of the Seven Natural Wonders of the World as well as a
city that is just plain wonderful!

Read more about our trip to southern Africa for New
Years!

Zooming with Joel

Since we started Zoom
Vacations, Our Chief Travel
Officer, Joel Cabrera, has always
received a number of travel-
related questions every week,
and has answered them in our e-
newsletter.  
 
Unfortunately, we are at a point
where we are simply receiving
too many to give each the
specific attention it deserves.
Starting next month, Zooming with Joel will focus on
general travel questions, trends, insights, and anecdotes
that Joel has gleamed from his travels, conversations
with others in the travel industry, and from questions he
receives from you.

http://www.zoomvacations.com/southafricanewyears.htm


replied, "did you say you
were going on a day trip?"
 
And trust me, the gay boys
did not hold anything back.
 All of the straight guests
had traveled with Zoom
before so they knew what to
expect, and by the end of
the week, they were
camping it up with the rest
of us. Also, when I found
out that one of the straight
couples was Joel's parents, I
just thought that was so
cool. As the week
progressed, I must admit I
fell in love with Joel's
mother, Tita, who is the
Abuela I have always
wanted!  You should have
seen her taking the
toboggan ride down the
Great Wall.  It was amazing!

Zoom: How was the food in
China?

John:  Not like any Chinese
food I have eaten in the
USA for sure......the food we
had was consistently very
healthy, well prepared (not
overcooked), and at the end
of each meal, I felt full, but
not stuffed which is a good
thing when you are
traveling.

Zoom: What was the most
important thing you will
remember from this Zoom
China trip?

John: I have traveled to
over 20 countries, usually
on my own, with friends, or
with travel organizations
that specialize in less then
12 people in a group. I was
totally amazed at how Joel
had thought through every
single detail of our trip,
understood the individual
needs of each of us, and
was able to remember and
accommodate all of us....he

Our last official Zooming with Joel in the prior format
comes from Clark from Dallas. 
 
Clark:  Joel, I want to get away from the heat this
summer, but am not sure where to go.  Where would you
suggest?

Joel:  Good question, Clark. A great place to travel when
it is hot in the US is Peru.  As a coastal country with lots
of mountains and high plains, the temperatures
throughout Peru, especially the important destinations of
Machu Picchu, Cusco, the Sacred Valley, and Lima stay
consistently cool.  
 
Southern Africa, Australia, and Argentina are great
destinations to visit as the seasons in those places are
reversed, and the weather is in the mid 60s to 70s this
time of year, which makes it very comfortable for
sightseeing.  Even Rio is cooler this time of year.  Of
course, the Brazilian boys are always sizzling hot no
matter what time of year you visit.

Club Zoom 
If you are new to Club Zoom,
here's the scoop: you will
receive discounts and special
offers on many of your favorite
hotels, retail outlets, and
services around the country! And
the best part is, it's free! It is
simply our way of saying, "thank you" for being a part of
Zoom Vacations.
 
Simply click here to get a list of our partners and the
codes necessary to redeem these offers.

Life at Zoom:  Behind the Scenes
A lot of our friends, travelers, and colleagues often ask
us about what a typical day is like at Zoom headquarters.
 It is no surprise that a company that creates fun
vacation experiences also has a lot fun doing it. Not a
week goes by that we don't find ourselves in fits of
laughter, or amused by the wackiness that often is
abundant in the world of gay travel.

Currently, there is a huge battle in our office on whose
Spanish accent is better, Bryan's or Daniel's.  And we
can't trust Joel's opinion, because he over-pronounces
words in every language, nor Marie-Noelle's opinion,
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was professional, always
kept his cool, and charming
at the same time.  The
reality of traveling in a Third
World Country is that things
don't always go as planned,
but Joel always rolled with
the changes and
his professionalism was
amazing.

because she has lived in the US for over twenty years
and still sounds more French than the French duster-
maid, Babette from Beauty and the Beast.  

But one thing is for sure, Daniel pronounces Australia,
ALLstralia, and often is ALLfen so there is no way he is
winning this debate.  Call us today and hear him speak.
(It is now obvious who wrote this article).
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