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Greetings!

Enjoy this month's newsletter! Be sure to check out our Club Zoom
travel offers and promotions.
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Visit one of the Most Beautiful Parks in the World on Zoom's
Trip to Costa Rica

In August, Forbes published its list of
Most Beautiful National Parks in the
World; among the list was Manuel
Antonio Park of Costa Rica. Those
who have taken our Costa Rica trip
before know exactly why: amazingly
diverse landscape features and
wildlife for such a compact area:
tropical rainforest, beaches and rocky

headlands.

Best of all, Manuel Antonio is arguably the most gay-friendly part of
Costa Rica, sometimes referred to as the "Key West" of Costa Rica.
This is one of the few small town beach areas in Latin America that
can also boast of gay nightlife. Travelers on our Costa Rica trip spend
3 nights inside of Manuel Antonio at the 5 star Gaia Resort, a
member of "Small Luxury Hotels of the World".

Read about our trip to Costa Rica

Zoom Peru Photos
Each November, Zoom Vacations
escorts our travelers on a magical
tour of Peru, coinciding with
Thanksgiving in America.

It is a truly experiential vacation,
providing hands-on experiences with
local cuisine, customs, and culture.

Featured
Travelers: Lou
and Sam, from

Chicago

Sam and Lou were so
much fun on our recent
trip to Scandinavia.
Their humor and warmth
kept us nice and toasty
throughout our trip. Lou
took a break from his
shenanigans to talk to us
about his experiences
with gay travel.

Zoom: Lou, you and
Sam just spent New
Years on our Scandinavia
trip, visiting Stockholm,
Helsinki, the Finnish
Laplands, and St
Petersburg. What did
you think of the different
destinations within the
trip?

Lou: We loved getting
different destinations at
once. We've been to
many places in Europe,
but this was a whole
different experience.
There was such an
amazing difference
between the urban
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While the highlight for most is undoubtedly Machu Picchu, what
consistently surprised our guests is how much the rest of Peru has to
offer as well. These photos give a window into the experience.

See the photos

Featured Destination with Marionetta Fuego and Bryan Herb
This month check out our new travel
tip video with drag puppet sensation,
Marionetta Fuego, having fun with
Bryan Herb as they discuss what
makes Costa Rica such a fantastic
destination.

Marionetta does a mean monkey
impersonation at the end of the
video.

Watch the video

Sassy Gay Traveler, by Daniel Lieser
You May Take Many Trips, But
Isn't it Time You Took a
Vacation?

This month, Zoom's Daniel Lieser
pokes fun at the difference between
vacations and trips.

Mr. Daniel, Certified Public
Accountant: I enjoy taking trips.
Why just last year I took an exciting

little jaunt to Dubuque, Iowa. It was of course for the annual
Responsible Accountants Forum on Appropriate Capital Management
Conference. And what a hoot it was! Now you may say this was a
work trip and not a vacation, but I say it was the best of both worlds.
I even added a vacation day to explore the town and relax at the
luxurious Day's Inn in downtown Dubuque, next to the Cargill corn
processing plant.

Sassy Gay Traveler: Shoot me in the face if you ever catch me
taking a crappy work trip and pretending it counts as a vacation. Two
years ago, my employer, a sexy men's clothing store, sent me to
help with the visual merchandising of our new store in Green Bay,
Wisconsin. Now, they tried to build it up like a vacation ("There's a
beach on Lake Michigan!"). But my definition of a vacation does not
mean staying at some mediocre hotel trying to get a WiFi signal so I
can use Grindr, only to have my phone freeze because I received too
many messages from married "discreet" guys whose only pictures
are clearly so old they're practically Daguerreotypes (Umm, I dabble
in antiquing, thank you). Point is, if I don't have the option to shop
every afternoon, go to the bars every night, and have at least 2 or 3
gentlemen callers each day to stop by for a social visit, it's not a real
vacation.

Read on...

centers of Stockholm,
Helsinki, and St.
Petersburg compared
with the other-worldly
feeling of the Laplands.
It's like doing New York
City and the middle of
Alaska on the same trip.

Zoom: What about the
hotels? Were they as
distinct as the
destinations?

Lou: The hotels were
amazing, it would be
hard to pick a favorite
since each was so
unique. In Helsinki the
hotel was designer-chic
and put together so
well; I got to show off
the high-fashion clothes
I brought along.
Whereas in the Laplands
you could walk around
comfortably in flannel
and enjoy the quiet
luxury of your private
log cabin, which had a
fireplace as the
centerpiece. And in St.
Petersburg our hotel was
like a palace.

Zoom: You began with
our Rio Carnaval 2008
trip, just went to
Scandinavia, and are
signed up for our
Australia trip in March;
what has made you
come back to Zoom
again and again?

Lou: What I notice most
about Zoom's way of
traveling, versus other
gay group trips I've been
on, was the attention to
detail. I like being able
to book a trip and not
worry about planning
anything; just having to
pack my bags and go. I
know with Zoom there
are going to be pleasant
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Zooming with Joel
You ask the question, he'll provide the
answer!

Our Chief Travel Officer, Joel Cabrera, gets a
number of travel-related questions every
week. Email your travel question to Joel

Question:

Seth, from Ann Arbor, Michigan writes,

For foreign currencies, do you recommend to
bring lots of American cash to exchange at
the airport when you arrive? Or do you just use credit cards? I never
know which approach to take.

Answer:

Dear Seth,

Seth, You can receive much better exchange rates when using ATM's,
which are plentiful at all international airports. Exchange stands with
people have much higher fees. Here are some other international
credit card/ATM tips that will save you money:

* Many new credit cards already offer "zero international fees", which
can save you a lot of money.

* If you have a major bank like Chase, Bank of America, or Citi, find
out their international partners that offer free ATM usage so you pay
no fees at all. For example, ScotiaBank has ATMs all over Central
America and the Carribean, and Bank of America users can take out
money with no fees at a good rate.

* Be sure to call all your credit card companies or banks to let them
know that you will be traveling, to ensure that your charges won't be
declined.

* Always hang on to extra currency when you visit a place that
you're likely to return to. It can come in handy in case you can't find
a preferred ATM at the airport upon arrival.

Join us on Facebook!
Zoom Vacations on Facebook

Zoom Vacations' Facebook
community is growing! Check back
often to see destination travel videos
and photos. You'll also learn a travel
tip or two, and have the opportunity
to interact with others in our Zoom
Community.

Who will you meet? Well, you know,
the kind of people who desire
meaningful vacations in comfortable
settings where you can truly be yourself, and enjoy incredible once-
in-a-lifetime experiences that would be difficult, impractical or

surprises on every trip.
I'm the kind of person
that doesn't want every
single detail beforehand
because I like being
surprised with the
unique experiences that
trips with Zoom are
always full of.

Zoom: What was your
favorite "surprise"
experience of the
Scandinavia Trip?

Lou: It was definitely
the dog sledding in the
Finnish Laplands. Even
though we had signed
up for it beforehand, the
actual experience of it,
being surrounded by
endless snow out far
away from anything
resembling civilization,
was something I had not
expected.

Zoom: Do you feel you
were able to get to know
and have real
experiences in each city
on the trip?

Lou: Absolutely. In each
city we had detailed
tours with expert guides
that really focused on
the interesting parts of
city life. St. Petersburg
had an amazing array of
monuments and
architecture, and our
guide knew every single
detail about their
history. Also, the
museums and the
Summer Palace in St.
Petersburg were huge
and breathtaking, we
could have spent a week
there and never seen
the same thing twice. In
Helsinki, we had a
design-themed tour
where we saw why
Helsinki is famous for
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impossible to do on your own.

Club Zoom
If you are new to Club Zoom,
here's the scoop. You will receive
discounts and special offers on
many of your favorite hotels,
retail outlets, and services
around the country! And the best
part is, it's free! It is simply our
way of saying, "thank you" for
being a part of Zoom Vacations.

Simply click on the link below to get the codes necessary to redeem
these offers.

RETAILERS

Cheaplubes.com
Allen Brothers (fine steaks)
Universal Gear (men's fashions)
David Barton Gym, in NYC, Miami, and Chicago!
NYC Restaurant: Paris Commune

HOTELS

Bali: The Saint Regis
Chicago: The Amalfi Hotel
Chicago: The Homewood Suites
Chicago: The Hotel Allegro Chicago
Chicago: Avenue Hotel Chicago
Dallas: The Melrose
LA: The Grafton on Sunset
LA: The Marina del Rey Hotel
Mendocino: Stevenswood Spa Resort
NYC: The Standard Hotel
Portland, OR: The Jupiter Hotel
San Francisco: The Hotel Monaco and the Serrano
South Beach: The Raleigh

Visit our Club Zoom Page

Follow Zoom Vacations on Twitter
Zoom Vacations is increasing its
presence on Twitter, giving quick,
relevant travel tidbits to our
followers, such as the latest trends,
tips, and hotspots.

Follow Zoom Vacations on Twitter if
you want to learn new things, be
introduced to people, get access to
information that you may not find on
your own, participate in experiences
that you find valuable, but might not
make time for unless prompted.

As always, thank you for being part of the Zoom Vacations

being a leader in design
and fashion. It was nice
how Zoom changes up
the tours for each city.

Zoom: What are you
looking forward to with
our Australia trip?

Lou: As always, my
favorite part of trips with
Zoom is the camaraderie
with other travelers, and
being able to do so
much without having to
plan every detail myself.
I know Zoom will pick
the best hotels, best
dining experiences, and
most interesting city
highlights. The owners
Bryan and Joel are very
hands-on and seem to
know the secrets of each
place we go. And Zoom
really has the perfect
balance between time on
your own to explore, and
time with the group that
feels like a close, small
community.

Read about our next trip
to Sydney for Mardi Gras

Quick Links...
Reserve Today

Check out our awards
and press archive

Contact us

Planning a celebration in
another country? Click
here to see how we can
help

Testimonials

Tours at a glance

Zoom Vacations is
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community!

Follow us on Twitter now.

Winner of the 2010
TripOut Gay Travel

Award for Best LGBT
Tour Operator!

A proud member
of

Join our mailing list!
Join

email: bryan@zoomvacations.com
phone: 773.772.ZOOM (9666)
web: http://www.zoomvacations.com/
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