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Greetings!

Enjoy this month's newsletter! Be sure to check out our Club Zoom
travel offers and promotions.

In this issue
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For Interior Designers, A Trip to Guatemala Pays for Itself
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Featured Destination with Marionetta Fuego and Bryan Herb
Sassy Gay Traveler, by Daniel Lieser
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Join us on Facebook!
Club Zoom
Follow Zoom Vacations on Twitter

For Interior Designers, A Trip to Guatemala Pays for Itself
It's hard to combine a trip that is
both fun, adventurous, and
profitable. If you're an interior
designer or are in the middle of
remodeling you home, however, a
trip to Guatemala can be all of the
above. Guatemala boats some of the
best furniture making and most
interesting textile and handicrafts
work in Latin America.

Lush Guatemalan forests supply the necessary high quality
hardwoods for furniture. Much of Guatemala's expertise in furniture
making is due to its being the former religious center of all Central
America. The ornate, detailed woodwork that is so celebrated in
Catholic monasteries and churches has been perfected over
generations by Guatemalan craftsmen. These craftsmen now sell
their wares in markets in Guatemala to local restaurants, hotels, and
businesses. They also sell their works to importer/exporters who ship
them the relatively short distance to the United States and then sell
the works for five or even ten times the price.

Furniture builders aren't the only highly treasured artisans in
Guatemala. Its rich culture and blended styles of the Mayan, Olmec,
and Aztec heritage are all revealed in the abundant textiles and
handicrafts available in open-air markets throughout Guatemala.
Particularly popular are carved wooden masks, which can have many
traditional uses, including promoting fertility, health, and warding off
evil spirits.

Guatemala may seem far, but its about as close to New York City as
Denver, and a lot closer than Los Angeles. Speaking of which,

Featured
Traveler: Zach,
from Chicago

Zach approached our
trip to Scandinavia for
New Years as if he were
armed for battle: his
mission was to have the
best time possible, and
his enemies were
stagnancy, boredom,
and complacency. When
asked if he wanted to do
any activity or outing,
Zach's reply was always
a resounding "yes!"

Zoom: Did you make
any new friends on the
trip that you didn't have
before?

Zach: Yes! I didn't know
anyone on the trip when
I left Chicago, but found
my first Zoom friends
before I even landed in
Stockholm. We were
sitting next to each
other on final leg of our
flight in! By the end I
got to know everyone on
the trip. I was so happy
to have met a wonderful
group of friends with
whom I will be
connected my whole life.
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Guatemala is a small country with ports on both the Atlantic and
Pacific, making it easily accessible to both West Coast and East Coast
ports.

Read on in this newsletter as Zoom's Bryan Herb and Marionetta
Fuego discuss their favorite things about Guatemala, and join us in
Guatemala April 28 to May 3, ready to shop!

Read more about this trip.

Zoom Scandinavia Photos
At Zoom Vacations, we like to shake
things up a bit, and offer our
travelers experiences they maybe
haven't thought of before, or didn't
know existed. From dog sledding to
Horse shoe races, our trip to
Scandinavia over New Years
definitely fit the bill.

Our journey took us to Stockholm, the Finnish Lapland, Helsinki, and
St. Petersburg, where we enjoyed winter sports and some of the
most beautiful cities in Europe, all decked out for the holidays.

Plus, it was one of those trips where our travelers got to check off
dozens of things from their bucket lists, while having a great time
doing it.

See the photos

Featured Destination with Marionetta Fuego and Bryan Herb
This month check out our new travel
tip video with drag puppet sensation,
Marionetta Fuego, having fun with
Bryan Herb as they discuss what
makes Guatemala a must-visit
destination.

Marionetta shares her insight on
what Guatemala and Harrison Ford
have in common.

Watch the video

Sassy Gay Traveler, by Daniel Lieser
Airline Travel in the New
Millennium

This month, Zoom's Daniel Lieser
give his sassy-licious approach to
airline travel.

They say airline travel isn't as classy
as it used to be. Not only do people
not dress up from my experience,
but it appears most are better

dressed for a flea market or the local Walmart. I personally refuse to
lower myself to these tragic standards and will now impart to you my

Zoom: Scandinavia is
known for being super
gay friendly. Did you find
this to be the case?

Zach: I think that every
Scandinavian country
shares a modern and
open attitude. We were
welcomed everywhere. I
felt that it was similar to,
and in some ways better
than, big cities in the
USA. For example,
marriage is legal in
Sweden and has been
for some time. Maybe in
Russia the lifestyle was a
bit less open, but
sometimes a culture
with pent-up desires can
be even more fun!
Seriously I found
Scandinavia to be
completely welcoming
and accepting. Our In-
country guides gave us
insight into daily life and
the people seem to
embody a live and let
live mentality. I think
Scandinavians as a
whole are very
comfortable with
themselves and with
others. In a place where,
at times, it can be dark
for 80-90% of the day,
you have to be! Also, I
found that no matter
what I was in the mood
for, wild nights out or a
quiet evening in,
Scandinavia delivered.

Zoom: Does it make
sense to go to
Scandinavia in the
winter time?

Zach: I'm sure summer
is lovely but winter in
Scandinavia is like a
fairy tale. Plus it's so
comfortable and
uniquely prepared to
deal with the cold. For
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methods and high standards for a classy airport experience befitting
of any self-respecting homosexual.

Proper Dress: Sure, dressing nice means you are more likely to be
upgraded to business or first class. But you need to look pretty good
if you're trying to get the flight attendant's number for a late-night
rendezvous at a cheap airport motel. "Classy" need not apply to that
situation, but I digress. Lately I've had a bit of a dry spell in the
romance department, and am ashamed to say I've been filling my
clothes with as many metal parts as possible. This of course leads to
the inevitable pat-down by a muscular blue collar worker. After which
I'm sure he checks out the details of my full body scan and the
flattering "image" I project.

Stay Nourished: Step back from the Cinnabon. The only good thing
about eating 5 pounds of sugar-covered cake before a flight is that
you're likely to enter a pre-diabetic shock coma. That will make the
flight go faster. But it may be best to get to the airport early enough
so you can eat at a sit-down restaurant. This will project an image of
classiness, especially if you're wearing an ascot, which I always do
while traveling. But an ascot while standing in line for a $10 pre-
made tuna salad sandwich? That's bourgeois. Or even bordering on
ironic hipster-esque. The point is, unless you have a first class filet
mignon waiting for you on the plane, your best bet is a short stop in
the terminal at the Wolfgang Puck Express.

Duty-Free: My rule of thumb and biggest airport pet-peeve: If you
can't pronounce something correctly, you have no business
pretending like you're going to purchase it. I mean seriously, you
should hear the horrible renderings I've heard of "Yves Saint
Laurent" or Givenchy. It's enough to make you want to put on a
fanny pack and order some Tex-Mex.

Zooming with Joel
You ask the question, he'll provide the
answer!

Our Chief Travel Officer, Joel Cabrera, gets a
number of travel-related questions every
week. Email your travel question to Joel

Question:

Mark from Calgary writes,

What is the difference between a converter
or transformer, and do I need to bring one
with me when I travel for my electrical devices?

Answer:

Dear Mark,

A transformer or converter is usually the same thing. It
transforms/converts electricity from 110volts to 220 volts or vice
versa. Most modern cameras and cell phones have that device built
into them. So, there is usually not a need to buy a transformer or
converter when traveling.

example every bathroom
had radiant heat in the
floors and walls. Also,
cold weather gear was
always available before
every outdoor activity.
Really, this is one of the
best times to visit
Scandinavia in terms of
unique scenery and
activities, both in the
Lapland and in the cities.

Zoom: Did you have
enough time to enjoy
the traditional Finnish
saunas?

Zach: I enjoyed the
traditional smoke sauna
which was a blast. We
had our whole group in
there one night! I also
used the private sauna
in my cabin. I loved that
after cross country
skiing in the morning
and later hosted a
champagne sauna party
with friends. My skin
never looked better!

Zoom: We know you're
a self-proclaimed foodie;
what did you think of the
food in Scandinavia?

Zach: I loved it! There
were so many unique
and local delicacies.
Breakfast in Sweden is a
must do! Strong coffee,
wonderful breads and
cheeses, and I found
some of the most
perfectly cooked
scrambled eggs of my
life...I still want more of
them.

Finland had some foods
I'd never tried before
like Reindeer (tried
several preparations
from stew to tartar),
cloudberries and winter
forest mushrooms.

mailto:joel@zoomvacations.com


However, you should always check the device for the type of
electricity it can assimilate. On the other hand the adapter is a more
useful gadget. It is an attachment that adapts the plug on your
device to fit into the electrical socket used in the country you visit.

There are deluxe sets of transformers /converters sold in conjunction
with adapters. But you usually don't need to buy them together. This
is typically a way for the manufacturer to get you to spend more on
an unnecessary purchase. A world travel adapter is a useful gadget
and most likely all you will need when traveling abroad.

Join us on Facebook!
Zoom Vacations on Facebook

Zoom Vacations' Facebook
community is growing! Check back
often to see destination travel videos
and photos. You'll also learn a travel
tip or two, and have the opportunity
to interact with others in our Zoom
Community.

Who will you meet? Well, you know,
the kind of people who desire
meaningful vacations in comfortable
settings where you can truly be yourself, and enjoy incredible once-
in-a-lifetime experiences that would be difficult, impractical or
impossible to do on your own.

Club Zoom
If you are new to Club Zoom,
here's the scoop. You will receive
discounts and special offers on
many of your favorite hotels,
retail outlets, and services
around the country! And the best
part is, it's free! It is simply our
way of saying, "thank you" for
being a part of Zoom Vacations.

Simply click on the link below to get the codes necessary to redeem
these offers.

RETAILERS

Cheaplubes.com
Allen Brothers (fine steaks)
Universal Gear (men's fashions)
David Barton Gym, in NYC, Miami, and Chicago!
NYC Restaurant: Paris Commune

HOTELS

Bali: The Saint Regis
Chicago: The Amalfi Hotel
Chicago: The Homewood Suites
Chicago: The Hotel Allegro Chicago
Chicago: Avenue Hotel Chicago

I had one of the best
meals of my life on
Russian (Orthodox)
Christmas Eve in St.
Petersburg. The caviar
tasted like the freshest
essence of the ocean. I
had roast quall
garnished with fresh
spring flowers, veal and
sweetbreads; I tasted
my friend's lovely
pumpkin soup with
honeydew melon, and
had a world class
selection of cheeses with
port wine for desert.

Quick Links...
Reserve Today

Check out our awards
and press archive

Contact us

Planning a celebration in
another country? Click
here to see how we can
help

Testimonials

Tours at a glance

Zoom Vacations is
Winner of the 2010
TripOut Gay Travel

Award for Best LGBT
Tour Operator!

A proud member
of
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Dallas: The Melrose
LA: The Grafton on Sunset
LA: The Marina del Rey Hotel
Mendocino: Stevenswood Spa Resort
NYC: The Standard Hotel
Portland, OR: The Jupiter Hotel
San Francisco: The Hotel Monaco and the Serrano
South Beach: The Raleigh

Visit our Club Zoom Page

Follow Zoom Vacations on Twitter
Zoom Vacations is increasing its
presence on Twitter, giving quick,
relevant travel tidbits to our
followers, such as the latest trends,
tips, and hotspots.

Follow Zoom Vacations on Twitter if
you want to learn new things, be
introduced to people, get access to
information that you may not find on
your own, participate in experiences
that you find valuable, but might not
make time for unless prompted.

As always, thank you for being part of the Zoom Vacations
community!

Follow us on Twitter now.

Join our mailing list!
Join

email: bryan@zoomvacations.com
phone: 773.772.ZOOM (9666)
web: http://www.zoomvacations.com/
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