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If there was a quintessential
wing-man, it would have to
be Bert, and if there was fun
trouble going on, he was
probably somehow involved.
Bert is one of those people
for whom being personable
just happens naturally.
 Stand next to Bert, and you
can meet the world.  Bert
talked with Zoom about his

Greetings!
Enjoy this month's newsletter! Be sure to check out our
Club Zoom travel offers and promotions. 

Zoom Argentina Photos
 
Zoom Argentina has been one
of our most popular trips for
many years, and it seems to
just get better and better.
 
As birthplace of one our most
beloved gay icons (Evita), and
the only country in South
America with legalized gay
marriage, it is no wonder that
LGBT travelers feel so
comfortable here.
 
Add to that its friendly residents, incredible food,
brilliant architecture, and cutting edge fashion, and you
have a gay traveler hot spot like no other!
 
 See the Trip Photos! 

Zoom Peru Photos
 
Like all of Zoom Vacations'
tours to Peru, our travelers
were blown away by the beauty
and mystery of Machu Picchu.
 
But what is really interesting
about this trip is how it truly
tells a story.  In other words,
the events, excursions and sites
that we see in Peru relate to

one another, and provide a framework to get the most
out of the next item on the itinerary.  
 
As you will see in these photos, Zoom Peru tells the
story of mysticism, history, and discovery through
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Cocktailing at Uluru

experience on Zoom
Argentina.

Zoom:  How did you learn of
Zoom Vacations and what
prompted you to travel to
Buenos Aires, Iguacu Falls
and Rio?

Bert:  I heard of Zoom
through a Facebook friend of
mine that just had returned
from a unforgettable trip with
Zoom. I always wanted to go
to South America but I didn't
want to go alone and no one
ever wanted to go. So Zoom
became my travel partner.

Zoom:  What was your
favorite part of the trip?
 
Bert:  I had great
experiences in both
Argentina and Brazil, but
traveling with a bunch of
great guys made the trip
even better... I enjoyed the
interaction we had with the
local tour guides that showed
us places we would have
never seen on our own. 
 
Zoom:  As a single man how
did you get along with the
rest of the group?

Bert:  After the meet and
greet cocktail party, I didn't
feel single any more. I had
made some great friends and
we all looked out for each
other. It was as if we had
known each other for years
and we had guys from all
over the world in our group.

Zoom:  Did you have any
initial concerns about
traveling solo and how were
those concerns alleviated
once you were on the trip?
 
Bert:  Yes I was a bit worried
not knowing anyone I was
traveling with, especially
sharing a room with someone

architecture, local culture, and cuisine.  The fact that we
stay in the best hotels in the country doesn't hurt
either!  
 
We hope you enjoy the photos.

Sydney Mardi Gras,
35 Year
Anniversary!
 
Zoom Vacations has been
offering our tour of Australia
since Sydney Mardi Gras' 30th
Anniversary five years ago.
Knowing that it's a long way to go for just a party, our
trips have always included tours of the Great Barrier
Reef, the Blue Mountains, the history of Sydney, and
more.
 
Last year was our first to offer Ayers Rock (Uluru) and it
was simply spectacular.  Without a doubt, Zoom's trip to
Australia over Sydney Mardi Gras is truly an incredible
experience, giving our guests a well-rounded tour of this
incredible country. On Zoom Australia, you will explore
one of the 7 Natural Wonders of the World (the Great
Barrier Reef).  You will see the oldest rainforest in the
world. You will see one of the world's most beautiful
cities (Sydney).  Finally, you will visit the the heartland
of Aboriginal culture, deep in Australia's stunning
desert, and see it's famous geological formation, Ayers
rock.  
 
And of course, you will experience Sydney Mardi Gras
during its 35 year anniversary!

 Click here to read more about this trip.

Club Zoom 
If you are new to Club Zoom,
here's the scoop: you will
receive discounts and special
offers on many of your favorite
hotels, retail outlets, and
services around the country!
And the best part is, it's free! It
is simply our way of saying, "thank you" for being a part
of Zoom Vacations.
 
And, if you run a quality gay-friendly business, hotel,
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Everyone dreams of a great
vacation

I never had met before. But
Joel made it so comfortable
that we got along from the
minute we met and it
workout out great.
 
Zoom:  Are you in touch with
your fellow Zoom travelers?

Bert:   Yes, we all called
each other to make sure
everyone made it home okay
and we still share stories and
laugh our heads off about
some of the photos that are
floating around on Facebook.
Every time I sign in there is
another pic popping up I
haven't seen before. The
camaraderie will stay with
me for a long time.
I am even visiting some of
the guys in London soon.

Zoom:   What is your next
Zoom destination?

Bert:   Oh Gosh, I wish there
were not so many to choose
from.  I want to do India
because Joel made it sound
so amazing.

Zoom:   As a flight attendant
you travel a lot. Was there a
difference traveling a Zoom
group than doing the trip
yourself?

Bert:  Oh yeah!!! Traveling
with Zoom was like sitting in
First Class and having cute
guys serve and show you
amazing places all day and
night. Everything is done for
you. You just show up and
enjoy the ride.  Gosh, does
Joel ever sleep??? lol  
 
Zoom:   Was there any stone
left unturned or anything you
wish you had done on the
trip that you did not do?

Bert:  No, I don't think so.
 We were given so many
options and I took full

restaurant, or service, you may be a good fit for Club
Zoom!  Contact Bryan if you are interested in being
considered. 
 
Simply click here to get a list of our partners and the
codes necessary to redeem these offers.

Life at Zoom:  Behind the Scenes
A lot of our friends, travelers, and colleagues often ask
us about what a typical day is like at Zoom
headquarters.  It is no surprise that a company that
creates fun vacation experiences also has a lot fun
doing it. Not a week goes by that we don't find
ourselves in fits of laughter, or amused by the wackiness
that often is abundant in the world of gay travel.

Of Mice and Men
If you've been on a trip with
Joel, then you know he is a
pretty big guy, and he comes
off burly and butch.
 
But last week when a mouse
got into Zoom's office
bathroom, burly and butch
flew out the window, as he
screamed so loudly that in turn
Marie-Noelle started screaming
in French (she generally slips

into her native French tongue when she is frustrated or
alarmed).
 
Of course, Joel redeemed himself when he braved the
room with the 1 inch high rodent to set a glue trap on
the ground.  In the end, he caught the mouse and
saved the rest of us from certain peril...and then got
back to work.

Zooming with Joel
 
Social media has replaced the paper postcard as a
means to communicate with friends back home.
Facebook in particular continues to let our friends and
family know where we are, that we're safe, we're
enjoying ourselves, and what we're up to, in real time.  
 
And it's not  just about what we're writing but also what
we're posting, such as movies, articles, and pictures,
that help our friends and family travel and experience
the destination vicariously.  Facebook can also help us
connect with locals when we're traveling. While I was on
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advantage of everything.
 
Zoom:   Would you
recommend Zoom to your
friends?

Bert:  Hell Yes, this was an
amazing experience. Joel
treated us like family; not
like just another customer. It
was all about us and our
Zoom experience. You could
do as much or as little as you
wanted with the group but
we all became one and made
it our VACATION. 
Marie-Noelle at the Zoom
Offices made the paperwork
process as painless as
possible. I appreciated her
patience with me since I am
very detailed when it comes
to paperwork. I should have
been a lawyer. A big thanks
to Joel who kept us
entertained, safe and out
(well, at least most of the
time) of trouble.

Read about Zoom Vacations'
tour to Argentina in February

Zoom Peru just a few weeks
ago I posted that I was
going to Lima and one of our
Zoom alums contacted me
and we met up after not
having seen each other for a
few years. 
 
So, as you can see, social
media has closed the circle
connecting us with family
back home while at the
same time connecting us
with friends locally when we
are abroad.  Facebook has become a travel resource. 
 
During Zoom Vacations tours, we update our page on
Facebook with periodic photos of the trip, allowing you
to see the tour unfold in realtime.  If there is a trip
you've been considering, following Zoom on Facebook
can be a great way to see what you may experience on
the tour.  Plus, it gives you the opportunity to learn
more about the destinations you have or have not been
to.  
 
Click here view Zoom Vacations' Facebook page, and
"like" us.
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