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Featured Traveler:
Willie from Chicago 
Willie needed a break and
the chance to let his hair
down and try something
new.  He was prepared to
have the time of his life in
Madrid...but was Madrid
prepared for Willie?

Zoom: Why do you think
Madrid's Pride has become
so famous?

Willie: Besides being a
world class city and cultural
melting pot, Madrid has a
"Yo no se que?" that makes
any public activity or
gathering larger than life.
 Pride festivities in this

Greetings!
Enjoy this month's newsletter! Be sure to check out our
Club Zoom travel offers and promotions. 

Israel and Tel Aviv Gay Pride 2013
Trip Details
As we mentioned last month,
Zoom Vacations is excited to
announce a new addition to our
diverse line-up of destinations
for gay travelers: Israel 2013
with Tel Aviv Gay Pride, the
Dead Sea, Jerusalem, and much
more. 

Since announcing our "Save the
Date" for the trip last month, we received several
bookings from Zoom Alumns, even though the exact
details had not been released.  

As a member of Club Zoom, we are giving you the first
opportunity to book the trip before it is published live on
our site.  Click here to read all about it!  Call us to
reserve your spot on what is sure to be a very popular
trip!  773.772.9666

Announcing Zoom
Cuba!
Cuba has long captured the
interest of gay travelers.
 Perhaps it is the old cars that
traverse its streets, or its
famous music, or unique cuisine.
Or, perhaps it is because we've

been told for so many years that we cannot go, and gay
people do not like being told we can't do something!  The
fact is, you CAN go to Cuba LEGALLY with Zoom
Vacations.  We go under a special cultural exchange
program, designed to educate and create understanding
of both countries.  However, if a different president sits in
the White House the next four years, programs like this
one will likely be eliminated.  For more information about
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historical metropolis are no
exception.  It's no wonder
why pride celebrations such
as Madrid's have earned this
reputation.  There is nothing
like feeling the energy from
the crowds drawing you to
its epicenter, which is an
experience I will never
forget.

Zoom: How did Pride in
Madrid compare to the Pride
celebrations you've
experienced before?

Willie: This trip allowed me
to experience pride abroad
for the first time.  Like
nothing I have experienced,
Madrid Pride broke the mold
for your typical single file
commercial floats with
barricaded streets that I'm
used to and frankly am tired
of.  
 
Zoom: How would you
describe Chueca, the gay
neighborhood in Madrid to
someone who has never
been there?

Willie: This colorful and
diverse gayborhood
provided me and other
travelers with plenty of
wonderful low key lunches
at Mercado San Antón, great
shopping and some long and
fun nights at Plaza Vazquez
de Mella.  

Zoom: What did Zoom
provide that you probably
would not have been able to
do or not known about on
your own? 

Willie: Zoom allowed us
plenty of time to adjust and
catch up with the speed of
the pride vibe in Madrid.  No
overwhelming schedules,
always a plan B or
contingency plan for
unforeseen issues and most

this tour, please email: joel@zoomvacations.com. 

Zoom China Photos
We went through thousands of
pictures from Zoom Vacations'
trip to China, and narrowed it
down to a small selection of
photos that we feel best
comprised the trip experience.
This is not a "sit on the beach
with an umbrella drink" kind of a
trip.  Rather, we do and see so
much, that everyone's cameras
seemed to be going off nonstop.
  View the photos

 Sassy Gay Traveler 

Why Write About Travel
When you can go off on a
Tangent
 
If you meet Zoom's Daniel, you
will know that he is one of the
sweetest guys out there. His
arch nemesis, the Sassy Gay
Traveler--not so much.
  

This month, the Sassy Gay Traveler discusses the
tribulations of being bumped for more newsworthy
content.
 
Sometimes the editors of newsletters feel that just
because they have so much going on and new trips and
deals to announce that it's somehow acceptable to limit
to size of articles by real geniuses. Then again, geniuses
are never appreciated in their time. 
 
I had planned to fully explain the movements of the
stars, their alignment, and how they relate to your
finding the perfect pair of brown loafers at Nordstrom for
your upcoming Zoom Vacation to Israel. But alas, I am
incapable of conveying the essential details of such a
beautiful consumer activity in the short amount of space
I have been "allotted" this week. Allotted! Like some
Soviet bread line. I will not take such arbitrary attacks on
my genius lying down! Unless I'm lying down on my new
pink taffeta chaise lounge, because it's so comfy. Also
because it's the perfect place to relax while plotting my
revenge. Wait, aren't I supposed to be writing about
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of all awareness of travelers
needs.
 
Zoom: You have been to
Spain in the past. What
made you decide to do it
again with Zoom?

Willie:  I had been to Spain
once, it was to Madrid
during the winter, and I had
a great time and
experienced the city on a
different level.  I needed
to try Madrid once again,
this time during summer
and while being taken care
of and not really needing to
plan my next move.

Zoom: One of this year's
highlights was a trip to
Madrid's gay pool. How was
it compared to typical gay
pool parties?

Willie: At first I was
concerned with the concept
being sort of predictable;
however, I was pleasantly
surprised.  I had attended a
few parties hosted by local
promoters such as WE and
Infinita, which were
awesome by the way!  To
me the trip to the gay pool
represented going back to
basics, which included: 1000
gay men in swim suites, a
few boom boxes, great
weather and some fried
concessions.  Solved!

Zoom: How many different
nationalities did you come
across during your time in
Madrid?

Willie: I love this question,
I actually counted, I was in
Madrid seven days and I
met people from 18
different countries, I kinda
went out a lot....

Zoom: How was the
location and ambience of

travel? Oh well.   

New Club Zoom
Partners 
Montreal's chic Hotel Le Crystal
joins Club Zoom
Club Zoom's expansion
continues, with the eventual goal
of having a hotel in every major

city in North America. The all-suite Hotel Le Crystal in
Montreal is our newest member of Club Zoom, with a
convenient downtown location and expansive views of
the surrounding city. Members of Club Zoom receive
10% the lowest available rate for their stay. Simply
click here.

10percent.com joins Club Zoom
10percent.com has one of the best gay underwear,
swimwear, and bodywear selections on the web, boasting
collections by N2N, Rufskin, ajaxx63, and Go Softwear. It
is also one of the few places where you can get the
popular TEN male pheromone cologne, designed to
please the senses of nearby males. This is a great place
to buy gifts for your friends, partner, or for yourself. Club
Zoom members receive 10% off PLUS a FREE
Bump! Gay Travel Guide DVD by using code,
"ZOOM" when checking out. 

 View Our Other Club Zoom Partners

Club Zoom 
If you are new to Club Zoom,
here's the scoop: you will
receive discounts and special
offers on many of your favorite
hotels, retail outlets, and
services around the country! And
the best part is, it's free! It is
simply our way of saying, "thank you" for being a part of
Zoom Vacations.
 
Simply click here to get a list of our partners and the
codes necessary to redeem these offers.

Life at Zoom:  Behind the Scenes
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the host hotel?

Willie: Perfect location,
especially if you plan on
watching the parade
assemble and queue. Zoom
prepared the perfect
ambience in the hotel lobby
which included champagne
and some finger food.  If
memory serves me
correctly, for about 1.5hr
the Zoom travelers ran back
and forth between the lobby
and street loading up with
bubbly and   watching all
the floats line up and fill
with it's occupants.  The
hotel location also allowed
travelers to take advantage
of the Parque del Retiro
which is right across the
street.  Some of us went for
morning runs, others for
picnics in the afternoon.

A lot of our friends, travelers, and colleagues often ask
us about what a typical day is like at Zoom headquarters.
 It is no surprise that a company that creates fun
vacation experiences also has a lot fun doing it. Not a
week goes by that we don't find ourselves in fits of
laughter, or amused by the wackiness that often is
abundant in the world of gay travel.

Lately it's been more like "Life at Zoom while breathing
in polyurethane fumes all day". The office renovations
and improvements continue with the staining of floors.
Turning off the air conditioning would prevent the fumes
from coming in from different rooms, but they just so
happened to be doing them during a heat wave,
including Chicago's hottest day in years, at 103 degrees.
So we had the option between sweating like rent-boys at
church, or getting insanely loopy off of polyurethane
fumes. We chose the latter. 
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