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Greetings!

Enjoy this month's newsletter! Be sure to check out our Club Zoom
travel offers and promotions.

In this issue
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Introducing Daniel Lieser, the Newest Member of our Team
Why the Aurora Borealis Should be on Your Must See List
Introducing: Marionetta Fuego!
Zoom Southern Africa on Youtube!
Follow Zoom Vacations on Twitter
Zooming with Joel
Join us on Facebook!
Club Zoom

Introducing Daniel Lieser, the Newest Member of our Team
Some of you may soon notice that
we have added a new member to our
Zoom Vacations team. Daniel's
background is in International
Economics and Tourism Studies, and
his focus at Zoom Vacations is on trip
development and logistics.

Having spoken Spanish for ten years
and living in Buenos Aires for six
months, his travel passions are
heavy on Latin America. He enjoys
biking along Chicago's lakefront and
his favorite place he's visited is the

lake district of Argentina.

Why the Aurora Borealis Should be on Your Must See List
Travelers on Zoom Vacations'
New Years tour to
Scandinavia may have the
chance to see one of the 7
Natural Wonders of the
World: The Aurora Borealis,
or Northern Lights.

The Cree Indians called the
"Aurora Borealis" the Dance
of the Spirits". It's easy to
see why. These sweeping waves of color have enchanted people in
the northern latitudes for ages. They occur when solar winds cause
charged particles from the magnetosphere to shoot down into the
upper atmosphere, colliding with air molecules that then emit light.

Featured
Travelers, Matt

and George, from
Chicago

We first met Matt on
Zoom's trip to Costa Rica
a few years ago. Since
then, he met a terrific
guy and introduced him
to Zoom in Rio last year.
We just had the great
fortune of welcoming
them back on Zoom's
trip to Madrid for Gay
Pride, and they shared a
bit about the experience
with us.

Zoom: How was Madrid
gay pride different than
American pride fests
you've been to?

Matt: Living in Chicago,
we've been fortunate to
experience many large
Gay Pride parades. We
honestly didn't think
Madrid Gay Pride was
going to be much bigger.
Boy, were we wrong!
Our hotel was right on
the street where all the
floats were getting
prepped. The floats were
so big that they had to
be pulled by semi
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There are always some "northern lights" someplace on Earth, but
they can only be seen at nighttime when the weather is clear.
Despite their name, they are actually equally as present in the south
by Antarctica, but weather conditions and lack of population have
made them less famous than their northern cousins. In fact, if
conditions are right, two people, one in the Arctic and one in the
Antarctic, can see the same Aurora Borealis event at the same time,
but as a mirror image of each other.

Its three main colors are red (from atomic oxygen), green (from
molecular oxygen), and blue (from Nitrogen). When the red and blue
interact, they create beautiful curtains of purple.

Read more about our trip to Scandinavia

Introducing: Marionetta Fuego!
This month check out our new travel
tip video with drag puppet sensation,
Marionetta Fuego, having fun with
Joel. Every month we'll have a new
video featuring Marionnetta. Topics
will include what medications to bring
on a trip, how to avoid the travel
bug, and other racier topics.

Marionetta is brought to us by the
comic stylings of Johnny K, her

puppet-master. Of course she has her own Facebook Fan page, and
Marionetta is also competing for a spot on Rupaul's Drag Race. Check
out her audition video, which is pretty hysterical

Watch Joel and Marionetta's travel tip

Zoom Southern Africa on Youtube!
During our research trips and
organized Zoom Vacations tours, we
upload short, 30 seconds or less
videos from mobile devices and post
them immediately to Youtube. So,
you can see what's happening almost
in real time! You will see instant
videos of the destinations you're
considering visiting, and you'll see
how your favorite destinations are
changing over time.

Our most recent video posts include
footage from our tour to southern
Africa, which is taking place right now. You will see footage from
Cape Town, and the Winelands as well as our group on safari!

check out our latest mobile video posts at
www.youtube.com/zoomvacations

Follow Zoom Vacations on Twitter
Zoom Vacations is increasing its presence on Twitter, giving quick,
relevant travel tidbits to our followers, such as the latest trends, tips,

trucks! The entire city
participated in the fiesta,
not just the gay
community. Streets were
filled with all kinds of
people just celebrating
gay life! Amazing! Gay
Pride Madrid far
exceeded our
expectations.

Zoom: What was your
favorite part of the
nightlife in Madrid?

George: The greatest
thing about the nightlife
in Madrid was the
variety and how non-
pretentious it was. There
were all kinds of bars,
clubs, and discos to
choose from and Madrid
parties all night long! On
a few nights though, we
just hung out in a town
square and met many
locals. This was just as
fun! The Spanish people
are very open and
friendly! We met many
locals and other
travelers from all over
Europe visiting Madrid
for Gay Pride. The locals
were very approachable
and easy to talk to; even
with a language barrier.
If you tried a little
Spanish, they would
want to practice their
English.

Zoom: You've been on
Zoom's Rio New Year's
Trip. How did Pride in
Madrid compare to that?

Matt: These trips were
completely different.
Spain and Brazil are
both very fun and
interesting places. But,
we give the edge to
Spain! We were very
much drawn to the
people, culture, and food
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and hotspots.

Follow Zoom Vacations on Twitter if
you want to learn new things, be
introduced to people, get access to
information that you may not find on
your own, participate in experiences
that you find valuable, but might not
make time for unless prompted.

As always, thank you for being part
of the Zoom Vacations community!

Follow us on Twitter now.

Zooming with Joel
You ask the question, he'll provide the
answer!

Our Chief Travel Officer, Joel Cabrera, gets a
number of travel-related questions every
week. Email your travel question to Joel

Question:

Sam from Ithaca writes,

"What's the right amount of reading material
to bring on a trip? I'm a pretty avid reader
so sometimes when I travel I bring too many books that I don't end
up having time to read, and other times a trip will have lots of
relaxation time and I regret not bringing enough to read."

Answer:

Dear Sam,

I suggest bringing several dozen or even hundreds of books. But only
if they're on a Kindle or a different digital reader. If you travel a lot
but don't own one, get one. They've improved greatly in the last few
years, and the good ones are as easy to read as ink on paper. They
weigh less than a pound and take up less room in your suitcase.

An added benefit is that you can always carry around digital maps of
the city, lists of restaurants, and all the travel documents and
destination guides that Zoom sends you about your trip. And they're
a lot easier and cheaper to replace than most phones and iPads in
the event you drop it off the edge of a waterfall.

Join us on Facebook!
Zoom Vacations on Facebook

Zoom Vacations' Facebook community is growing! Check back often
to see destination travel videos and photos. You'll also learn a travel
tip or two, and have the opportunity to interact with others in our
Zoom Community.

Who will you meet? Well, you know, the kind of people who desire
meaningful vacations in comfortable settings where you can truly be

of Spain!

Zoom: Was there time
on the trip to enjoy the
cuisine for which Spain
is famous?

George: We really tried
to "live like Spaniards"
while we were in Spain
by eating late lunches
and dinners. It was
always best to eat
dinner after 10 PM. We
ate lots of tapas and
paella almost always at
an outdoor cafe. We also
did lots of people
watching in the
afternoons while
enjoying Spanish wine or
cava. Spanish wine is
very underrated.

Zoom: Was Madrid's
"straight" community as
open as they say it is?

Matt: We knew about
gay marriage being legal
in Spain, but we were
both very surprised how
open and liberal Spain
was. We had heard how
accepting the Spanish
people were, but were a
little skeptical since
Spain has such a
Catholic history. It is by
far the most accepting
place we have visited.
During the parade, the
streets were filled with
gay and straight people
celebrating. We loved it!

Zoom: Were you glad
you took Zoom
Vacations instead of
going to Madrid Pride by
yourself?

George: Yes! There is
no way we would have
been able to have as
much fun if we went just
by ourselves. Traveling
to Madrid with Zoom
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yourself, and enjoy incredible once-
in-a-lifetime experiences that would
be difficult, impractical or impossible
to do on your own.

Club Zoom
If you are new to Club Zoom,
here's the scoop. You will receive
discounts and special offers on
many of your favorite hotels,
retail outlets, and services
around the country! And the best
part is, it's free! It is simply our
way of saying, "thank you" for
being a part of Zoom Vacations.

Simply click on the link below to get the codes necessary to redeem
these offers.

RETAILERS

Allen Brothers (fine steaks)
Universal Gear (men's fashions)
David Barton Gym, in NYC, Miami, and Chicago!
NYC Restaurant: Paris Commune

HOTELS

Bali: The Saint Regis
Chicago: The Amalfi Hotel
Chicago: The Homewood Suites
Chicago: The Hotel Allegro Chicago
Chicago: Avenue Hotel Chicago
Dallas: The Melrose
LA: The Grafton on Sunset
LA: The Marina del Rey Hotel
Mendocino: Stevenswood Spa Resort
NYC: The Standard Hotel
Portland, OR: The Jupiter Hotel
San Francisco: The Hotel Monaco and the Serrano
South Beach: The Raleigh

Visit our Club Zoom Page

allowed us to meet all
the other great guys on
the tour, go to private
parties, hit all the hot
spots of the city, and
have our own personal
concierge, Joel!

Zoom: What was the
most unique thing you
saw on the trip?

Matt: We saw lots of fun
and unique things. We
met and took pictures
with phenomenal drag
queens, a parade float
full of Mr. Gay Spain
contestants, and Spicy
Tutuboy (a bearded man
with makeup wearing a
tutu walking around on
stilts). It was a blast
celebrating Gay Pride
with all these unique
people!

Read about our next trip
to Madrid for Pride

Quick Links...
Reserve Today

Check out our awards
and press archive

Contact us

Planning a celebration in
another country? Click
here to see how we can
help

Testimonials

Tours at a glance

Zoom Vacations is
Winner of the 2010
TripOut Gay Travel

Award for Best LGBT
Tour Operator!
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A proud member
of

Join our mailing list!
Join

email: bryan@zoomvacations.com
phone: 773.772.ZOOM (9666)
web: http://www.zoomvacations.com/
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