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Greetings!

Enjoy this month's newsletter! Be sure to check out our Club Zoom
travel offers and promotions.
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Peru Trip Full! Argentina has 1 spot left.
As usually happens with most of our
trips, Zoom's Peru trip in mid-
November is sold out. Our Argentina
trip in early November has just one
spot left. These are the reasons why
these trips are so popular and sell
out every year:

· Accommodation at one-of-a-kind 5-
star hotels, including the "hetero-
friendly" Axel Hotel in Buenos Aires
and the Machu Picchu Pueblo Hotel in
Peru, where if you upgrade to a Villa
Suite you get your own in-ground

stone hot tub.

· Zoom's partnerships with the best & most experienced local guides,
with every detail perfected by your Zoom concierge.

· The luxurious Hiram-Bingham train trip to Machu Picchu, with its
old-world character and breathtaking mountain vistas.

· Signature events on every trip that create truly lasting memories.
These may include a private dinner at Lima's oldest surviving
mansion, or watching the sun set over Iguazu Falls with cocktails and
hor d'oeuvres at one of the only private venues with clear views of
the Falls.

· The best Tango experience in Buenos Aires: An optional, private
tango class with our favorite gay Tango teacher, as well as the
included Rojo Tango Show and dinner

Featured
Traveler, Jim,
from Chicago

Jim joined us in Bhutan
and Nepal last month,
and one honestly
couldn't ask for a more
laid back, carefree
traveler. He was always
open for anything, and
captured it all with his
incredible photography
skills.

Zoom: Bhutan and
Nepal are both small
landlocked countries in
the Himalayas. How
similar were they?

Jim: They are
completely different
experiences . Bhutan is
peaceful, green and
mystical. Nepal is
wonderfully chaotic,
dirty, fascinating and
beautiful all at once.
Both are spiritual in their
own very different ways.
The people in both
countries are incredibly
nice.

Zoom: Bhutan seems to
be always be described
as a very spiritual and

http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs053/1011153904571/archive/1108004394037.html#column
http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs053/1011153904571/archive/1108004394037.html#article1
http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs053/1011153904571/archive/1108004394037.html#article2
http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs053/1011153904571/archive/1108004394037.html#article3
http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs053/1011153904571/archive/1108004394037.html#article4
http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs053/1011153904571/archive/1108004394037.html#article5
http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs053/1011153904571/archive/1108004394037.html#article6
http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs053/1011153904571/archive/1108004394037.html#article7
http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs053/1011153904571/archive/1108004394037.html#article8
http://www.zoomvacations.com/bhutan.htm


· They are stress-free: All internal flights, trains, and airport transfers
are all purchased and organized by Zoom

Read about our trip to Argentina

Zoom Bhutan Photos
There are few countries in this
modern world where you can meld
the best of the old with the new. The
serene and beautiful Kingdom of
Bhutan in the Himalayas has only
somewhat recently been open to
tourism. So, it's fitting that Zoom
Bhutan was one of the first gay
group tours to visit this magical
place. Our Zoom group enjoyed the
most luxurious accommodations at
the Taj Tashi and Uma Paro hotels, and saw much of what makes this
country so inspiring, including the impossibly beautiful Tiger's Nest
monastery.

Yet despite pampering, delectable food, and memorable architectural
sites, the group favorite was a visit to a local farming family with
whom they enjoyed tea and exchanged stories. It was trip to
remember captured in pictures for you to enjoy.

See the photos

Marionetta Fuego on Gay Marriage
This month check out our new travel
tip video with drag puppet sensation,
Marionetta Fuego, having fun with
Bryan Herb on the topic of Gay
Marriage.

Since 2001, ten countries have
begun allowing same-sex couples to
marry nationwide: Argentina,
Belgium, Canada, Iceland, the
Netherlands, Norway, Portugal,

Spain, South Africa, and Sweden. Same-sex marriages are also
performed and recognized in Mexico City and parts of the United
States. Marionetta has her own take on the issue.

Watch the video

Zoom India on Youtube!
During our research trips and organized Zoom Vacations tours, we
upload short, 30 seconds or less videos from mobile devices and post
them immediately to Youtube. So, you can see what's happening
almost in real time! You will see instant videos of the destinations
you're considering visiting, and you'll see how your favorite
destinations are changing over time.

Our most recent video posts include footage from our tours to India,
Nepal and Bhutan. You will see footage of performances, the Taj
Mahal, spiritual practices, the countryside of Bhutan, and more!

introspective place.
What's your take on
this?

Jim: As it's the only
existing Buddhist
kingdom, it would be
hard to see it as other
than very spiritual. You
see it in the attitude of
the people and in the
mentality of the
government which
measures "gross
national happiness"
instead of GNP.
Importantly it's not
overwhelmingly religious
but you can feel the
spirituality everywhere.
The monasteries are like
a step back in time.

Zoom: Since both of
these countries have
virtually no gay nightlife,
how did this trip create a
gay or gay-friendly
atmosphere?

Jim: Zoom creates that
atmosphere by creating
a great camaraderie
between it's travelers. It
was amazing how
friendly and interactive
everyone was. You can
be comfortable with a
group of people who
have similar interests
and experiences.

Zoom: How did the
mountain vistas of the
Himalayas compare with
the Rockies or other
mountains you've seen?

Jim: No comparison.
Everest is the best!!! We
flew within 5 miles of Mt
Everest in a small tour
plane. It was so
amazingly beautiful. We
also got to do yoga while
staring out at a striking
Himalayan vista. The
views are indescribable.
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check out our latest mobile video
posts at

www.youtube.com/zoomvacations

Follow Zoom Vacations on Twitter
Zoom Vacations is increasing its
presence on Twitter, giving quick,
relevant travel tidbits to our
followers, such as the latest trends,
tips, and hotspots.

Follow Zoom Vacations on Twitter if
you want to learn new things, be
introduced to people, get access to
information that you may not find on
your own, participate in experiences
that you find valuable, but might not

make time for unless prompted.

As always, thank you for being part of the Zoom Vacations
community!

Follow us on Twitter now.

Zooming with Joel
You ask the question, he'll provide the
answer!

Our Chief Travel Officer, Joel Cabrera, gets a
number of travel-related questions every
week. Email your travel question to Joel

Question:

Saul from Santa Fe writes,

I am usually responsible for planning my
book club's yearly trip, and this year I want
to leave it to the professionals at Zoom Vacations. We just finished
reviewing author Anchee Min's novel "Empress Orchid" set in
Beijing's 19th century Forbidden City, and your May 2012 China trip
is looking like next year's pick. But I have to ask - What is the
hardest thing about planning a gay group trip?

Answer:

Dear Saul,

These mountains are
really unlike any I've
seen

Zoom: What would you
say to someone
considering going on this
trip next year?

Jim: I would
recommend this trip
without hesitation. I've
been all over the world,
with lots of other
companies. This was one
of the best trips I've
had.

Zoom: What was the
reaction of the local
people to our gay group?

Jim: I could tell Zoom
had prescreened the
guides as they accepted
our group openly. They
talked openly about gay
people in their
respective countries and
seemed more open to
gay people than most
Americans. I felt totally
comfortable. Our guide
described it as "not a big
deal". I didn't expect
this in a bhuddist
country.

Zoom: What did Zoom
Vacations do to make
this an especially special
trip to Bhutan and
Nepal?

Jim: The staff at Zoom
take a personal interest
in their travelers. As a
solo traveler, I really felt
like I was travelling with
friends rather than a
business. There is
always a surprise waiting
for you or a personal
touch to make your trip
special. Having a Zoom
concierge, in addition to
a guide, is a real plus!

http://www.youtube.com/zoomvacations
http://twitter.com/#!/zoomvacations
mailto:joel@zoomvacations.com


I would say that the most challenging thing of any gay group trip is
planning an itinerary that works well for a multi generational, well
travelled clientele made up of a pretty even mix of singles and
couples. Gay people have high expectations for every destination we
choose to visit.

So, we look for gay friendly hotels, amazing cultural sites, excellent
restaurants and if appropriate, some night life so we can meet the
locals. Ironically, what one would consider the hardest things to
organize come pretty easy to us - luxurious accommodations,
bespoke events, organizing the best guides to make our chosen
destination come to life, and all the fine details that make for an
unforgettable vacation. It's the things that one would consider the
easiest that are hardest to deal with like getting everyone to stay
within the airlines luggage allowance.

Join us on Facebook!
Zoom Vacations on Facebook

Zoom Vacations' Facebook
community is growing! Check back
often to see destination travel videos
and photos. You'll also learn a travel
tip or two, and have the opportunity
to interact with others in our Zoom
Community.

Who will you meet? Well, you know,
the kind of people who desire
meaningful vacations in comfortable
settings where you can truly be yourself, and enjoy incredible once-
in-a-lifetime experiences that would be difficult, impractical or
impossible to do on your own.

Club Zoom
If you are new to Club Zoom,
here's the scoop. You will receive
discounts and special offers on
many of your favorite hotels,
retail outlets, and services
around the country! And the best
part is, it's free! It is simply our
way of saying, "thank you" for
being a part of Zoom Vacations.

Simply click on the link below to get the codes necessary to redeem
these offers.

RETAILERS

Allen Brothers (fine steaks)
Universal Gear (men's fashions)
David Barton Gym, in NYC, Miami, and Chicago!
NYC Restaurant: Paris Commune

HOTELS

Bali: The Saint Regis

Read about our next trip
to Bhutan

Quick Links...
Reserve Today

Check out our awards
and press archive

Contact us

Planning a celebration in
another country? Click
here to see how we can
help

Testimonials

Tours at a glance

Zoom Vacations is
Winner of the 2010
TripOut Gay Travel

Award for Best LGBT
Tour Operator!

A proud member
of

Join our mailing list!
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Chicago: The Amalfi Hotel
Chicago: The Homewood Suites
Chicago: The Hotel Allegro Chicago
Chicago: Avenue Hotel Chicago
Dallas: The Melrose
LA: The Grafton on Sunset
LA: The Marina del Rey Hotel
Mendocino: Stevenswood Spa Resort
NYC: The Standard Hotel
Portland, OR: The Jupiter Hotel
San Francisco: The Hotel Monaco and the Serrano
South Beach: The Raleigh

Visit our Club Zoom Page

email: bryan@zoomvacations.com
phone: 773.772.ZOOM (9666)
web: http://www.zoomvacations.com/
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