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Greetings!

Enjoy this month's newsletter! Be sure to check out our Club Zoom
travel offers and promotions.
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Zoom South Africa Photos
When visitors used to go to South
Africa, they brought home dozens of
rolls of film to develop. Now, instead,
they bring home dozens of gigabytes
containing all the amazing shots they
captured while exploring this
dramatic land. Breathtaking
landscapes, the animals on safari,
and the extremely luxurious
accommodations and dinners that
Zoom creates, are all picture-perfect
moments we captured.

So we selected some of our favorites and posted them for all to see.
Speaking of South Africa, our 2012 dates have now been confirmed
August 23rd to September 2nd. This trip sells out faster than every
other trip we have, and the pictures make it clear why.

See the photos

Travel Tips with Marionetta Fuego and Bryan Herb
This month check out our new travel
tip video with drag puppet sensation,
Marionetta Fuego, having fun with
Bryan Herb on the topic of hassle-
free travel.

From getting through the airport
quickly to the best way to acquire
local currency, Marionetta spices it
up with her own sage advice.

Watch the video

Featured
Travelers, Tracy
and Lisa, from

Adams, MA

We always say that our
trips are best when they
are as diverse as
possible. Conversations
are more lively,
interesting friendships
are made, and we learn
so much from each
other. Even though our
trips are man-heavy,
having women on our
tours simply makes
them so much better,
especially when you get
two women like Tracy
and Lisa. This dynamic
duo added so much to
our group, and we can't
wait to welcome them
on another Zoom
Vacation very soon!

Zoom: Why did you use
this trip to celebrate
your 20th anniversary
together?

Tracy: Twenty years in
any relationship is a
major milestone, and we
wanted an adventure
that would be exciting
and memorable, not to
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Zoom India Photos
If dramatic contrasts make for great
pictures, then India is a
photographer's paradise. India is
alive with contrasts, from the
extremely dense cities to the
peaceful countryside, the pristine
palaces to the streets of Mumbai,
and through the vibrant colors that
all Indian women seem be wearing.

The striking palaces you see aren't
just museums; some of them are
actually the hotels where we stay.
The Amarvilas in Agra, for example,
showcases remarkable Moorish and Mughal architecture with every
room offering stunning views of the Taj Mahal. The Lake Palace Hotel
in Udaipur even impressed the maharajah, who held court in the
hotel in the 1930's. Places like these make our India trip quite
possibly the most luxurious trip we have.

See the photos from our last trip!

Follow Zoom Vacations on Twitter
Zoom Vacations is increasing its
presence on Twitter, giving quick,
relevant travel tidbits to our
followers, such as the latest trends,
tips, and hotspots.

Follow Zoom Vacations on Twitter if
you want to learn new things, be
introduced to people, get access to
information that you may not find on
your own, participate in experiences
that you find valuable, but might not

make time for unless prompted.

As always, thank you for being part of the Zoom Vacations
community!

Follow us on Twitter now.

Zooming with Joel
You ask the question, he'll provide the
answer!

Our Chief Travel Officer, Joel Cabrera, gets a
number of travel-related questions every
week. Email your travel question to Joel

Question:

Tristan from Minneapolis,

How much time is required to obtain a visa
when needed?

mention that South
Africa was on our bucket
list.

Zoom: How did you like
being the only women
on the trip? Did you feel
comfortable?

Lisa: We totally enjoyed
being the only "Women
on the trip". At no point
did we feel
uncomfortable and
completely felt part of
the gang. What we liked
most of all was the
people, their diversity
and the general sense of
community and humor.
We feel the format of the
trip and the smallness of
the group allowed us
time to get to know
everyone and appreciate
their unique
personalities.

Zoom: What was your
highlight of the trip?

Tracy: There were so
many wonderful events
on the trip, from
beautiful Cape Town with
Table Mountain, gardens,
penguins and Cape
Hope. The safaris (day
and night) were
extraordinary and
exciting each time we
went out. We have never
laughed as hard as on
our safari trips. We felt
the tours of local life and
people were eye opening
and grounding at the
same time. Who could
top the evening dinners
under the stars with
local entertainment each
night, gifts in our room
and spectacular
accommodations in each
location. If we had to
pick one special
highlight, it would be

http://www.flickr.com//photos/zoomvacations/sets/72157628033324522/show/
http://twitter.com/#!/zoomvacations
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Answer:

Dear Tristan,

This is a very important question. It really depends on each
destination. However, since we send out our Information Package 6-8
weeks prior to departure, you will have ample time to apply for a
visa as long as you hold a valid passport and have a copy of your e-
ticket. Some destinations require other information which is generally
easy to get.

Even if you book closer to the departure date, rush processing is
easy to do for many destinations, especially if you use a visa-
expediting service such as Travisa. Travisa makes it an easy process,
and we have had good experience working with them. All in all, you
only need about an hour online (or less) to do the forms and
payments, then print the documents, and head to FedEx to send the
documents with your passport and additional passport-sized photo.
www.travisa.com

Join us on Facebook!
Zoom Vacations on Facebook

Zoom Vacations' Facebook
community is growing! Check back
often to see destination travel videos
and photos. You'll also learn a travel
tip or two, and have the opportunity
to interact with others in our Zoom
Community.

Who will you meet? Well, you know,
the kind of people who desire
meaningful vacations in comfortable
settings where you can truly be yourself, and enjoy incredible once-
in-a-lifetime experiences that would be difficult, impractical or
impossible to do on your own.

Club Zoom
If you are new to Club Zoom,
here's the scoop. You will receive
discounts and special offers on
many of your favorite hotels,
retail outlets, and services
around the country! And the best
part is, it's free! It is simply our
way of saying, "thank you" for
being a part of Zoom Vacations.

Simply click on the link below to get the codes necessary to redeem
these offers.

RETAILERS

Allen Brothers (fine steaks)
Universal Gear (men's fashions)
David Barton Gym, in NYC, Miami, and Chicago!
NYC Restaurant: Paris Commune

Victoria Falls & the
"Devil's Pool" adventure,
to be able to sit on the
edge of Victoria Falls and
watch the water rushing
past you, was beautiful
and magical and Joel
arranging for the
rainbow added a special
touch. Then topping off
the evening by watching
the elephants cross the
Zambezi River at sunset,
of course with several
glasses of wine and
great company at our
side.

Zoom: There are some
great photos of you
meeting local children on
our community tour.
What did you like about
that experience?

Lisa: It was an
educational, amazing
and humbling
experience. To
experience the day to
day lives of local
families, schools and the
general community was
informative and helped
us understand the
culture and African
perspective on
community.

Zoom: Do you think
other lesbians you know
would feel comfortable
on a Zoom Vacation?

Tracy: Absolutely... We
have traveled many
times together in
groups, but this was the
first time we ever went
with a 'Gay' Tour group.
It was the best by far!

Zoom: What made this
trip special?

Lisa: Being together,
open, escorted, and
pampered and without a

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Zoom-Vacations/85576707776


HOTELS

Bali: The Saint Regis
Chicago: The Amalfi Hotel
Chicago: The Homewood Suites
Chicago: The Hotel Allegro Chicago
Chicago: Avenue Hotel Chicago
Dallas: The Melrose
LA: The Grafton on Sunset
LA: The Marina del Rey Hotel
Mendocino: Stevenswood Spa Resort
NYC: The Standard Hotel
Portland, OR: The Jupiter Hotel
San Francisco: The Hotel Monaco and the Serrano
South Beach: The Raleigh

Visit our Club Zoom Page

care for almost 3 weeks.

Zoom: Did you have any
revelations on the trip?

Tracy: Not a revelation,
but a reminder of how
fortunate we are to have
each other, our families,
our health, good friends,
the ability and means to
have an adventurous trip
like this.

Read about our next trip
to southern Africa

Quick Links...
Reserve Today

Check out our awards
and press archive

Contact us

Planning a celebration in
another country? Click
here to see how we can
help

Testimonials

Tours at a glance

Zoom Vacations is
Winner of the 2010
TripOut Gay Travel

Award for Best LGBT
Tour Operator!

A proud member
of
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Join our mailing list!
Join

email: bryan@zoomvacations.com
phone: 773.772.ZOOM (9666)
web: http://www.zoomvacations.com/
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