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Greetings!

Enjoy this month's newsletter! Be sure to check out our Club Zoom
travel offers and promotions.
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Zoom Vacations on Youtube
Running great trips and documenting
them at the same time can be a bit
challenging as we travel all over the
globe, but we are getting better! In
addition to our recent trip to Peru
which is currently airing on Logo,
Zoom Vacations has created our own
channel on Youtube, where you will
be able to see movies we have
created on our trips, as well short
video outtakes uploaded from mobile

devices.

check out our videos at www.youtube.com/zoomvacations

Guatemala Revealed
It would be a shame, no, a
TRAVESTY to visit Guatemala without
a camera. There is just so much to
see and do here, that one can almost
hear the land begging to be
photographed.

The centuries-old Ruins of Tikal are
simply magnificent, and the way the
excavation has been orchestrated, it
gives the visitor countless "wow" moments as pyramids and temples
pop up at every turn.

Antigua is Zoom Vacations Owner, Bryan Herb's choice for the most
romantic city on the planet, and its colonial courtyards, cuisine, and
general craftsmanship are some of the most beautiful and authentic
one can find.

Featured
Traveler, Kirk

from San
Francisco

Kirk and Kit always try
to do something
different or go
somewhere special to
celebrate their
anniversary. After 24
years together, they
decided to celebrate by
joining Zoom Vacations'
trip to Costa Rica, and
they said it was a choice
that they will definitely
never regret. Kirk took a
few moments to share a
bit about his experience.

Zoom: How did our trip
to Costa Rica compare to
other travels you have
had?

Kirk: This was the very
first vacation that we
went as part of a tour
group. Our other
vacations were always
meticulously planned in
advance and this time
we just wanted to not
have to think about
every little detail and
really have a chance to
relax.
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http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs053/1011153904571/archive/1105562436573.html#article7
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http://www.zoomvacations.com/costarica.htm


Many of our events and excursions are so multi-sensory and
beautiful that pictures just do not do them justice, such as our
private farewell event, which took place in the ruins of a 16th
century monastic chapel, surrounded by hundreds of candles and an
impeccable gourmet dinner. To really appreciate this experience,
you'll just have to join us next year!

See the photos

View Photos From Our Trip to Costa Rica
Costa Rica has been a long-standing
favorite destination for gay travelers,
and for good reason: it's gorgeous,
gay-friendly, and filled with soft
adventure.

Of course at Zoom Vacations, we
don't just offer the typical tours one
can find anywhere, and so this trip
was full of the types of Zoom extras

that make our trips special.

At our welcome event, poolside, guests sipped on organic mint
mojitos while enjoying tremendous views of the valley and
complimentary massages!

Our farewell dinner came loaded with champagne, wine, and two
private chefs who prepared one of the best meals we have ever had
in Costa Rica!

See the Photos

Follow Zoom Vacations on Twitter
Zoom Vacations is increasing its
presence on Twitter, giving quick,
relevant travel tidbits to our
followers, such as the latest trends,
tips, and hotspots.

Follow Zoom Vacations on Twitter if
you want to learn new things, be
introduced to people, get access to
information that you may not find on
your own, participate in experiences
that you find valuable but might not

make time for unless prompted.

As always, thank you for being part of the Zoom Vacations
community!

Follow us on Twitter now.

Zooming with Joel
You ask the question, he'll provide the answer!

Our Chief Travel Officer, Joel Cabrera, gets a number of travel-related
questions every week. Email your travel question to Joel

Zoom: What was the
highlight of the trip?

Kirk: The highlight of
the trip was actually two
pronged; we both
enjoyed the zip line and
whitewater rafting
excursions. Kit & I had
never done anything like
that before and they
were both such fun
adrenaline runs that I
think we'll try to do
them again in the future!

Zoom: Did you meet
any locals? What were
they like?

Kirk: All the local people
we meet up with were all
very friendly and helpful
to a fault. Bryan made
sure that, where
possible, we were
personally introduced to
the owners of the
establishments that we
frequented. All took
great pains to make us
feel welcome and at
home.

Zoom: What did you
think of the hotels we
called home?

Kirk: We both enjoyed
the Xandari and the Gaia
resorts for different
reasons. Xandari was
once an artist colony and
it shows big time.
Painting, sculptures
everywhere, and
surrounded by a
magnificent waterfall-
graced garden estate
groomed by the same
hand for 15 years! Gaia
was a more modern 5
star resort with
sumptuous suites, first
class dining and
beautiful views of the
Pacific Ocean. Both had
superb spas that were a

http://www.flickr.com//photos/zoomvacations/sets/72157626552324607/show/
http://www.flickr.com//photos/zoomvacations/sets/72157626682402578/show/
http://twitter.com/#!/zoomvacations
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Question:

Timothy from Austin writes,

"How has the economy impacted gay
travel?"

Answer:

Dear Timothy,

Gay travel has been the least impacted
travel segment by the recent economy. In
general, gay people still travel a lot and in numbers despite economic
fluctuations. The difference is they look more closely at what they
are getting for their money and that their trips are giving them what
they need. Maybe now they are taking two trips instead of four trips.
These changes have actually been good for Zoom Vacations because
we were the first to offer special and uniquely experiential trips. So
people notice the 'Zoom Difference' more as a customized trip they
cannot do themselves.

In an insecure economy, they are taking trips to nurture themselves
amidst and as a relief from stress.

Join us on Facebook!
Zoom Vacations on Facebook

Zoom Vacations' Facebook
community is growing! Check back
often to see destination travel videos
and photos. You'll also learn a travel
tip or two, and have the opportunity
to interact with others in our Zoom
Community.

Who will you meet? Well, you know,
the kind of people who desire
meaningful vacations in comfortable
settings where you can truly be yourself, and enjoy incredible once-
in-a-lifetime experiences that would be difficult, impractical or
impossible to do on your own.

Club Zoom
If you are new to Club Zoom,
here's the scoop. You will receive
discounts and special offers on
many of your favorite hotels,
retail outlets, and services
around the country! And the best
part is, it's free! It is simply our
way of saying, "thank you" for
being a part of Zoom Vacations.

Simply click on the link below to get the codes necessary to redeem
these offers.

RETAILERS

treat to use for both
mind and body and both
had great pool areas to
relax in the sun.

Zoom: Costa Rica is
known for its eco-
tourism. Did you
experience this on the
trip?

Kirk: Our camera man
on the white water
rafting trip surprised me
by how much he knew
about the leaf cutter ant
colony that was drudging
up the shade tree beside
the midpoint break area.
All our guides were
concerned about the
potential loss of the
waterway due to a dam
being considered for
construction at the
headlands of the river.
You could tell that the
locals understood the
importance of eco-
tourism to their
economy. Costa Rica's
natural beauty exceeded
our expectations from its
luscious rainforest
covered mountain
ravines to seemly
Versailles-like rolling
fields of palm trees. It is
definitely a place that we
could consider being a
second home.

Zoom: How was being
with a gay group for
your anniversary?

Kirk: It was actually a
lot of fun being with a
group of "sisters".
Everyone got along well
and that is something
that is special when it
happens. We were fellow
passengers in the same
car of Life, if only for a
little while, and we miss
our "Heathers", damn it!

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Zoom-Vacations/85576707776


Allen Brothers (fine steaks)
Universal Gear (men's fashions)
David Barton Gym, in NYC, Miami, and Chicago!
NYC Restaurant: Paris Commune

HOTELS

Bali: The Saint Regis
Chicago: The Amalfi Hotel
Chicago: The Homewood Suites
Chicago: The Hotel Allegro Chicago
Chicago: Avenue Hotel Chicago
Dallas: The Melrose
LA: The Grafton on Sunset
LA: The Marina del Rey Hotel
Mendocino: Stevenswood Spa Resort
NYC: The Standard Hotel
Portland, OR: The Jupiter Hotel
San Francisco: The Hotel Monaco and the Serrano
South Beach: The Raleigh

Visit our Club Zoom Page

Zoom: How did Zoom
Vacations make this trip
special for you and other
guests?

Kirk: Bryan Herb was
our big hearted tour
leader from Zoom
Vacations, and made
sure that there was
some surprise or gift
waiting for us before we
began each day's
adventures. Bryan took
great care of all our
needs and made our
24th anniversary one
that we will always
cherish.

Read about our next trip
to Costa Rica

Quick Links...
Reserve Today

Check out our awards
and press archive

Contact us

Planning a celebration in
another country? Click
here to see how we can
help

Testimonials

Tours at a glance

Zoom Vacations is
Winner of the 2010
TripOut Gay Travel

Award for Best LGBT
Tour Operator!
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http://www.zoomvacations.com/awards.htm
http://www.zoomvacations.com/contact.htm
http://www.zoomvacations.com/private.htm
http://www.zoomvacations.com/testimonials.htm
http://www.zoomvacations.com/gaytours.htm


A proud member
of

Join our mailing list!
Join

email: bryan@zoomvacations.com
phone: 773.772.ZOOM (9666)
web: http://www.zoomvacations.com/
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