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Greetings!

Enjoy this month's newsletter! Be sure to check out our Club
Zoom travel offers and promotions.

In this issue
Featured Travelers, Bryan and Daniel from Portland,
Oregon
Zoom Vacations Peru Trip to be Featured on Bump!
Zoom Guatemala May Surprise You!
Rio Carnival 2011 at 2010 Prices!
Zooming with Joel
Join us on Facebook!
Club Zoom

Zoom Vacations Peru Trip to be Featured on Bump!
Much like past Zoom
Vacations trips to Peru, our
travelers enjoyed the
country's best hotels,
sensational guides, unique
excursions, and great food,
not to mention Machu
Picchu.

However, one thing made
this trip a little a different,
and that is the MTV Logo's
gay travel show, Bump! was
along for the ride, filming
Zoom's trip to Peru for two
episodes which will air this
spring!

Audiences will see Zoom Vacations' trip to Peru through the
eyes of charming Bump! host, Charlie David. Stay tuned for
exact air dates.

Check out these photos from the trip!

Zoom Guatemala May Surprise You!
Every time we bring groups to Guatemala, we always hear
our guests exclaim, "This is Guatemala?!" because they are
amazed at the incredible hotels and restaurants we visit, as
well as the variety of things to do.

One day we visit a thousand-year old ruins, reminiscent of
something one might see in "Indiana Jones." and then next
day we visit an active volcano. Of course the highlight for

Featured
Travelers, Bryan
and Daniel from
Portland, Oregon

Portland, Oregon is
definitely a great place
to call home, but that
doesn't stop Bryan and
Daniel from seeing the
rest of the world, and we
were fortunate that they
chose to visit Peru with
Zoom Vacations. Always
gracious, classy, and
fun, they are the kind of
people with whom
anyone would want to
travel. Read on to hear
their thoughts on Peru in
a recent interview with
Zoom.

Zoom: For how long
have you wanted to visit
Peru?

Daniel: I hadn't really
thought that Peru would
be a place that I'd want
to visit. It wasn't until I
became aware of Zoom,
while watching an
episode of 'Bump' that
led me to their site and
destinations. 

Bryan: So, we decided
to try out Zoom and
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many is when we check into
our hotel in the romantic
city of Antigua, which is a
centuries old convent-
turned-hotel, and enjoy an
exquisite dinner one might
expect to find in the finest
restaurant back home.

This mixture of history,
charm, style, culture,
authenticity, and natural wonder makes this vacation well-
rounded and diverse with truly something for everyone.

Book your April 23-28 trip to Guatemala with Zoom
Vacations, and you will see firsthand while this beautiful
country is known as the "Land of Eternal Spring."

Read about the trip

Rio Carnival 2011 at 2010 Prices!
Since we negotiated Rio Carnival
rates last year, we can still offer
these rates until January 15.
However, Brazil's economy is
booming and their currency is
getting stronger, so prices for
2012 carnival will be
substantially higher. This is the
year for you to experience the
world's most spectacular party!

Pretty much everyone has heard
of Rio de Janeiro's Carnival celebration, but until you've
experienced it for yourself, it is hard to understand what it's
all about. Here are the basics:

Carnival (Carnaval in Portuguese) is a 4 day celebration, 40
days before Easter, starting on Saturday and finishing on Fat
Tuesday. Lent then begins on Ash Wednesday, after which
one is supposed to abstain from all bodily pleasures.

While there are fun community parades that take place all
over the city, the Sambadromo is the main event. Samba
schools from all over Rio de Janeiro compete at this main
Samba Parade. They have to pick themes, write music and
lyrics, make costumes and floats and practice extensively to
have a chance at winning. Thousands participate!

Coming to Rio for Carnival is an incredible experience, and it
is misunderstood by those who have never been. It is a
much more cultural, impressive experience than one could
imagine.

Plus, with the backdrop of warm, stunningly green and
mountainous Rio, the experience drips with sensuality and
beauty.

decided to go to Peru.
We are VERY happy we
did! Looking back, Peru
should have been much
higher on our list much
sooner.

Zoom: Many of us heard
about the floods last
year. Did you see any
signs of this or its affects
in the community?

Bryan: We saw very
little impact from last
year's floods. Only once
or twice did the tour
guide point out to us
where there was some
damage from the floods.
Without that mention,
we would have never
noticed that there were
problems last year.

Zoom: Did Peru seem
gay friendly?

Daniel: Everyone we
met was friendly overall.
All the hotel staff,
restaurant staff and tour
guides were very
welcoming and open to
any and all questions.

Zoom: What was your
favorite part of the trip?

Bryan: Macchu Picchu is
the obvious highlight for
most everyone who
travels to this area. If I
had to pick something
else, I would say it was
the incredible lunch that
Zoom Vacations set up
for us at a Hacienda
overlooking the Sacred
Valley. Some of the most
astounding views I saw
on the trip and the
setting overall was
spectacular. 
Daniel: Macchu PIcchu
was definately the
highlight of the trip.
Climbing to the top of
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Zoom Vacations takes care of the details during Carnival, so
that our guests can simply enjoy everything available to
them in RIo: the sun, the people, and the splendor that is
Carnival in Rio!

Read more about this trip, March 4-9

Zooming with Joel
You ask the question, he'll
provide the answer!

Our Chief Travel Officer, Joel
Cabrera, gets a number of travel-
related questions every week. Email
your travel question to Joel

Question:

Roy from Milwaukee asks, "I want to
go to Egypt, but I have heard mixed
things about the gay climate. I
know you had a recent trip there. What is the real story?

Answer:

Dear Roy,

Our gay group to Egypt last October had a truly incredible
experience, and several from our group actually commented
that the country was much more gay-friendly than they
expected it would be.

Everyone we worked with in Egypt, from our top-notch
guides to luxury hotel, boat, and restaurant personnel knew
that we were a gay group, and they couldn't have been
more welcoming.

While current governmental policies don't bode very
favorable for the domestic gay community, we have found
the locals to be incredibly friendly and sophisticated, and
they have welcomed our gay groups with open arms.

Join us on Facebook!
Zoom Vacations on Facebook

Zoom Vacations' Facebook
community is growing!
Check back often to see
destination travel videos and
photos. You'll also learn a
travel tip or two, and have
the opportunity to interact
with others in our Zoom
Community.

Who will you meet? Well,
you know, the kind of people who desire meaningful
vacations in comfortable settings where you can truly be

Huayna Picchu was the
icing on the cake!!

Zoom: Peruvian cuisine
is quickly becoming very
world-renouned. Did you
like the food in Peru?

Daniel: I liked the food
Peru very much! My
favorite dish was the
stuffed Causa.
Bryan: I enjoyed the
fresh seafood and even
tried Alpaca!

Zoom: What did you
think of the hotels in
Peru.

Bryan: The hotels that
Zoom Vacations setup
for us were fantastic.
Each one topped the last
and each had their own
special features. For me,
the most amazing hotel
of the vacation was the
one in the Sacred Valley.
Our stay there was
short, but I'm not sure
that I've seen more
beautiful hotel grounds
anywhere in the world. 
Daniel: I thought the
hotels we stayed in were
amazing!! My favorite
was the Hotel
Monasterio in Cusco.

Zoom: Will we see you
on a future Zoom
Vacation? 

Bryan: Yes! We loved
our Peru Zoom Vacation.
We will be back very
soon. In fact, can you
sign us up for Egypt in
October? We can't wait
to see another part of
the world with Zoom.

Read about Zoom's trip
to Egypt
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yourself, and enjoy incredible once-in-a-lifetime experiences
that would be difficult, impractical or impossible to do on
your own.

Club Zoom
If you are new to Club
Zoom, here's the scoop.
You will receive
discounts and special
offers on many of your
favorite hotels, retail
outlets, and services
around the country! And
the best part is, it's free!
It is simply our way of saying, "thank you" for being a part
of Zoom Vacations.

Simply click on the link below to get the codes necessary to
redeem these offers.

RETAILERS

Allen Brothers (fine steaks)
Universal Gear (men's fashions)
David Barton Gym, in NYC, Miami, and Chicago!
NYC Restaurant: Paris Commune

HOTELS

Bali: The Saint Regis
Chicago: The Amalfi Hotel
Chicago: The Homewood Suites
Chicago: The Hotel Allegro Chicago
Chicago: Avenue Hotel Chicago
Dallas: The Melrose
LA: The Grafton on Sunset
LA: The Marina del Rey Hotel
Mendocino: Stevenswood Spa Resort
NYC: The Standard Hotel
Portland, OR: The Jupiter Hotel
San Francisco: The Hotel Monaco and the Serrano
South Beach: The Raleigh

Visit our Club Zoom Page

Quick Links...
Reserve Today

Check out our awards
and press archive

Contact us

Planning a celebration in
another country? Click
here to see how we can
help

Testimonials

Tours at a glance

Zoom Vacations is
Winner of the 2010
TripOut Gay Travel

Award for Best LGBT
Tour Operator!

A proud member
of

Join our mailing list!
Join

email: bryan@zoomvacations.com
phone: 773.772.ZOOM (9666)
web: http://www.zoomvacations.com/
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