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Greetings!

Enjoy this month's newsletter! Be sure to check out our Club
Zoom travel offers and promotions.

In this issue
Featured Traveler, Dan from Toronto
Trip Spotlight: Costa Rica
Rio New Years Photos
Brazil Crime is Down and Prices are up
Zooming with Joel
Join us on Facebook!
Club Zoom

Trip Spotlight: Costa Rica
It's 82 degrees today in
Costa Rica, which is pretty
normal for this place, which
many attest to be the most
lush, tropical, pristine
country on the planet.

If you've spent too much
time this winter slushing
through snow on your way
to work, bundling up just to

go to the gym, and ruining great hair days by having to
wear stocking caps, then maybe it's time you treated
yourself to a tropical break.

On Zoom's trip to Costa Rica, we make sure our travelers
get their relaxation on, while also enjoying famed excursions
such as zip-lining and whitewater rafting.

The hotels we use are Costa Rica's finest, beautifully
appointed with staff who want nothing more than for our
travelers to love their country as much as they do.

Get out of the cold and into the sun!

Read more about this trip.

Rio New Years Photos
New Years in Rio is always a great experience, and its
popularity as THE place to spend New Years is growing and
growing. For years we have displayed our Rio photos right
after the trip, and those of you who have seen them will
notice that there is something a little different this year: the
fireworks on Copacabana Beach were more spectacular than
ever.

Featured
Traveler, Dan
from Toronto

With incredible stories,
charisma, and charm,
Dan is truly the life of
the party! This amazing
traveler even took
Portuguese lessons
before arriving in Rio so
that he could partake in
the local culture as much
as possible. Dan shared
with us his experience in
Zoom Rio.

Zoom: Why did you
want to go to Rio for
New Years?

Dan: I've always wanted
to experience new years
in Rio. It seemed so
exciting.

Zoom: Was it what you
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In addition to the photos of
our group watching the
fireworks, we also wanted to
highlight our side trip to
Paraty, which, like Rio has
became incredibly popular.
This small colonial town has
a tendency to steal the
hearts of our travelers. It's
the kind of place that you
think about as you're going
to sleep back home, wishing you were there.

See the photos

Brazil Crime is Down and Prices are up
Few countries have received
the positive attention that
Brazil has over the past few
years. Clearly its day has
come.

Recently electing its first
female president has
certainly given Brazil some
recent notoriety, but this is
only one of the many

accomplishments which have put it on the world's center
stage. Brazil is hosting the Miss Universe Pageant in 2011,
Military Olympics in 2012, the FIFA World Cup in 2014, and
of course, the Olympic Games in 2016.

All of these things have raised the world's interest in South
America's largest country, but that isn't the only thing going
up. Prices for almost any good, especially tourist
commodities, are going up.

Six years ago, when Zoom Vacations conducted our first
tour of Rio, the exchange rate was three Brazilian reals to
one US dollar. Now it's about one and a half reals to the
Dollar. So, if something cost 100 reals six years ago, this
was only about $33 US. Now that same item is about $60.
Not only is the exchange rate up, but the cost per item, in
reals is also up.

Read the complete article

Zooming with Joel
You ask the question, he'll provide the answer!

Our Chief Travel Officer, Joel Cabrera, gets a number of
travel-related questions every week. Email your travel
question to Joel

Question:

Mike, from Dodge City, Kansas asks,

thought it would be like?

Dan: It was more
exciting than I even
thought it would be. The
people and the
atmosphere were
electric!

Zoom: What was your
favorite thing you did on
the trip?

Dan: There were so
many highlights but
hanggliding over Rio was
definitely a thrill!

Zoom: Do you think you
will ever go back to
Brazil?

Dan: I hope to go back
to Brazil many times, my
new favorite destination!

Zoom: Did you make
new friends on the trip?

Dan: I made a lot of
new friends on the trip,
both other Zoomers and
Brazillians, and a couple
special ones!

Zoom: What was the
benefit to coming with
Zoom versus on your
own?

Dan: There were a lot of
benefits going with
Zoom. Having tickets for
great events in advance,
great dinners
preplanned, good hotel,
and a lot of fun people
to get to know.

Zoom: Will you join
Zoom on another trip?

Dan: I'm looking
forward to my next
Zoom trip, I'm thinking
Argentina!

Read about our trip to
Argentina in November.
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"I really want to go to China, but I
am not sure how much I want to
travel within the country. Is it worth
going if I just stay in Beijing?

Answer:

Dear Mike,

Beijing is a fantastic city, and there
is so much to do and see, such as
the Great Wall of China, the
Forbidden City, and the Olympic
Village. There are also incredible restaurants and hotels, so
you can have a great time.

That being said, I think it is a travesty to go to China and
not also visit Shanghai, Xian, and the stunning Li River at
the least.

Xian is where you will encounter the Terra Cotta Warriors,
which are truly spectacular, like nothing else on earth.
Shanghai is a vibrant city, enjoying an incredible
renaissance. The food is delicious, and the hotels again are
absolutely stunning. Plus, there are fabulous shows and
interesting excursions to Water Town and more.

Our trip in May also takes our travelers to beautiful Guilin,
where the rice patties are so vibrantly green that our
travelers simply stare in awe at them!

Read about our trip to China

Join us on Facebook!
Zoom Vacations on Facebook

Zoom Vacations' Facebook
community is growing!
Check back often to see
destination travel videos and
photos. You'll also learn a
travel tip or two, and have
the opportunity to interact
with others in our Zoom
Community.

Who will you meet? Well,
you know, the kind of people who desire meaningful
vacations in comfortable settings where you can truly be
yourself, and enjoy incredible once-in-a-lifetime experiences
that would be difficult, impractical or impossible to do on
your own.

Club Zoom
If you are new to Club Zoom, here's the scoop. You will
receive discounts and special offers on many of your favorite
hotels, retail outlets, and services around the country! And
the best part is, it's free! It is simply our way of saying,

Quick Links...
Reserve Today

Check out our awards
and press archive

Contact us

Planning a celebration in
another country? Click
here to see how we can
help

Testimonials

Tours at a glance

Zoom Vacations is
Winner of the 2010
TripOut Gay Travel

Award for Best LGBT
Tour Operator!

A proud member
of
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"thank you" for being a
part of Zoom Vacations.

Simply click on the link
below to get the codes
necessary to redeem
these offers.

RETAILERS

Allen Brothers (fine steaks)
Universal Gear (men's fashions)
David Barton Gym, in NYC, Miami, and Chicago!
NYC Restaurant: Paris Commune

HOTELS

Bali: The Saint Regis
Chicago: The Amalfi Hotel
Chicago: The Homewood Suites
Chicago: The Hotel Allegro Chicago
Chicago: Avenue Hotel Chicago
Dallas: The Melrose
LA: The Grafton on Sunset
LA: The Marina del Rey Hotel
Mendocino: Stevenswood Spa Resort
NYC: The Standard Hotel
Portland, OR: The Jupiter Hotel
San Francisco: The Hotel Monaco and the Serrano
South Beach: The Raleigh

Visit our Club Zoom Page

email: bryan@zoomvacations.com
phone: 773.772.ZOOM (9666)
web: http://www.zoomvacations.com/
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