
Newsletter May, 2010

Greetings!

Enjoy this month's newsletter! Be sure to check out our Club
Zoom travel offers and promotions.
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Buenos Aires' Magnificent Teatro Colon Reopens May
24!

South America's most
famous opera house will
reopen May 24, nearly four
years after it temporarily
closed for a largescale
restoration.

The theatre opened on 25 May 1908, Día de la Patria in
Argentina, with a performance of Verdi's Aida and it quickly
became a world-famous operatic venue rivaling Milan's La
Scala and New York City's Metropolitan Opera in attracting
most of the world's best opera singers and conductors.

Today, the Teatro Colon is considered one of the best five
opera houses in the world.

Our guests will be amongst the first to get a private tour of
this shiny architectural gem, and have the option of
attending a live performance!

If you haven't already joined Zoom Vacations' tour to
Buenos Aires, call us at 773 772-ZOOM (9666) or simply
email us.

Read more about this trip.

Bryan Herb on WebTalkRadio.net
WebTalkRadio.net is an internet talk radio station that allows
listeners to hear what they want, when they want. From
travel and books to movies and self-help, their exciting
hosts cover pop culture with high profile guests.

Featured
Traveler, Damion
from Portland, OR

This week, fun, vivacious
Damion shares with us
his experience in Sydney
for Mardi Gras.

Zoom: Was this your
first time in Australia?

Damion: This was the
first trip to Australia for
me. I now know it
DEFINITELY will not be
the last. Australia is
Amazing! Sydney is
'beyond words.' It's
beautiful, chic, cultured,
and relaxed at the same
time. The Austrailans are
the happiest, nicest
people on the planet,
but how could they not
be- they get to live
there!

Zoom: Was coming
during Mardi Gras a
good choice?

Damion: I am so glad
that I chose to go during
Mardi Gras. I normally
plan vacations more
under the themes of
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Click on the link below to hear
Zoom's Bryan Herb talk about Rio
de Janeiro and how to have a safe
and affordable vacation in la Cidade
Maravilhosa (Marvelous City).

Listen to the Interview

Cologne Gay Games: Important Updates
There are several
exciting
developments in our
trip to Cologne for
the Gay Games.

For starters, we are
including tickets to
the Opening
Ceremonies for all
guests who book by
May 15. This
celebration to start
the Games will

feature international stars, artistic athletic presentations,
music, and of course the official procession of the
participants!

Also, we have just announced our pre-trip add-on to the
fabulous city of Berlin!

Lastly, Zoom Vacations' Co-Founder, Joel Cabrera will be
leading the trip, making sure that it is nothing short of
fabulous!

Read about our Gay Games Vacation!

Zoom India Travel Blog, Part 6: Heaven on Earth in
Udaipur
Last month you read about
our experiences in Jaipur.
Now we bring you our last
installment, and our last city
visited on this incredible
journey.

We sadly left Jaipur and all
of its beauty: the Amber Fort, our dazzling hotel, and the
stunning palaces, and boarded our flight to Udaipur, the
Venice of the east.

As a tour leader, one of my favorite things is these moments
when you know your travelers are about to experience
something truly special.  Udaipur, with its seven manmade
lakes, tremendous palaces, lush parks, shopping, and
charming streets is my favorite city in India. 

As we drove into town, we all noticed immediately how it
just felt somehow different than the rest of India-the

seclusion and relaxation,
so this was definitely a
change for me. Mardi
Gras, however, was
amazing. The vibe of the
whole city during the
week was amazing. The
whole city, and country
even, was in on the
celebration and the
energy permeated. The
activities during Mardi
Gras were endless. The
way the Zoom trip was
set-up I had plenty of
time to relax as well as
plenty of time to indulge
in the spirit of Mardi
Gras and cut loose and
enjoy the energy.

Zoom: Did having a
Zoom Concierge make a
difference in your trip?

Damion: Having Joel
there to streamline
everything was
awesome. I really
enjoyed not having to
really think about any
logistics. Joel was
amazing at having
transportation arrive and
depart without issue.
Tours and events
happened without my
having to manage the
details. I loved that we
formulated a list of
restaurants we wanted
to dine at and Joel made
the reservations appear.
Having been there many
times before, Joel was a
great reference as a
travel guide. He was
able to guide us to
events and places we
Must See, as well as
steer us clear of places
he thought we could
miss. This made for
efficient use of our time.

Zoom: What were your
favorite parts of the trip?
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eclectic chaos was minimized. Cows were replaced by
mopeds. Streets were freshly paved, and even the sunlight
seemed to be just a little bit softer.

Driving through Udaipur, one could almost feel each of us
growing more in love with the city as we drew nearer to its
center, but nothing could prepare us for what we would
experience at the Lake Palace, our final hotel of our journey
through India. 

The all white Lake Palace was built in the middle of the lake,
and the water comes right up to its walls.  It is so
magnificent that it was chosen as the site for Octopussy's
lair in the James Bond classic, "Octopussy."  And like I
always say, if it is good enough for Octopussy, it's good
enough for me.

Read what happened next--one of the most incredible
things we've ever experienced at a hotel.

Zooming with Joel
You ask the question, he'll
provide the answer!

Our Chief Travel Officer, Joel
Cabrera, gets a number of travel-
related questions every week. Email
your travel question to Joel, and

Question:

Chi fan from Shanghai writes, "I see
that Zoom Vacations has created a
trip to China, and it looks incredible.
Will you in be Shanghai during World Expo?"

Answer:

Dear Chi fan,

Ni hao, Chi Fan! yes, we are going to be in your fabulous
city for the World Expo, and we are so excited. It is going to
be sensational! Naturally, we have arranged a full day entry
for our group to the Expo. Our private guide will lead us
expertly through the massive exhibition, making sure we do
not miss any important highlights!

Shanghai boasts so much that our travelers appreciate:
stunning hotels; innovative, sophisticated restaurants; fun
nightlife; incredible artistic performances; and so much
culture and history.

Just about everyone on our last trip to China exclaimed that
Shanghai offered even more than they expected. This was
true about the rest of China as well. What an incredible
country!

Read about our trip to China

Damion: Wow - So
many good things about
the trip. Here are a few:
1) Koala 'Cuddling" in
the Kuranda rainforest
2) SCUBA diving in the
Great Barrier Reef 3)
Dining in Sydney:
Icebergs, Catalina,
Bistro Moncur are
amongst my favorites :)
4) Harbor Party and Pool
Party 5) Runs along
Sydney harbor- breaking
a sweat with views of
the Harbor Bridge and
the Opera House-
Amazing!!

Zoom: That reminds
me, you joined us in the
Great Barrer Reef too.
How was it?

Damion: Reef trip was
great, hot, humid, and
beautiful. On one of my
dives it was just the dive
guide and myself- a
private dive in the Great
Barrier Reef! What could
be better? The diversity
of the Coral was
astounding. We were
able to see some really
cool exotic and rare fish,
but alas, no sharks :(

Zoom: How were the
other people on the trip?

Damion: Super friendly.
I was traveling solo and
was very nervous about
being the "only single"
on the trip, but I really
never felt like that at all.
There were a couple
other singles, but as a
group we all seemed to
get along and everyone
was very inclusive. We
did many dinners and
side events together or
in groups. It was really
fun to make new friends
from all over the country
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Join us on Facebook!
Zoom Vacations on Facebook

Zoom Vacations' Facebook
community is growing!
Check back often to see
destination travel videos and
photos. You'll also learn a
travel tip or two, and have
the opportunity to interact
with others in our Zoom
Community.

Who will you meet? Well,
you know, the kind of people who desire meaningful
vacations in comfortable settings where you can truly be
yourself, and enjoy incredible once-in-a-lifetime experiences
that would be difficult, impractical or impossible to do on
your own.

Club Zoom
If you are new to Club
Zoom, here's the scoop.
You will receive
discounts and special
offers on many of your
favorite hotels, retail
outlets, and services
around the country! And
the best part is, it's free!
It is simply our way of saying, "thank you" for being a part
of Zoom Vacations.

Simply click on the link below to get the codes necessary to
redeem these offers.

RETAILERS

Allen Brothers (fine steaks)
Universal Gear (men's fashions)
David Barton Gym, in NYC, Miami, and Chicago!
NYC Restaurant: Paris Commune

HOTELS

Bali: The Saint Regis
Chicago: The Amalfi Hotel
Chicago: The Homewood Suites
Chicago: The Hotel Allegro Chicago
Chicago: Avenue Hotel Chicago
Dallas: The Melrose
LA: The Grafton on Sunset
LA: The Marina del Rey Hotel
Mendocino: Stevenswood Spa Resort
NYC: The Standard Hotel
Portland, OR: The Jupiter Hotel
San Francisco: The Hotel Monaco and the Serrano
South Beach: The Raleigh

(and the world). I was
able to make friends on
this trip who I know will
be friends for years to
come.

Zoom: Will you be
taking another trip with
Zoom Vacations?

Damion: YES!! I am
right now planning on
Rio Carnaval in 2011. I
hear nothing but
amazing things about
the Rio experience with
Zoom and am excited to
see for myself. I am
trying to talk several of
my friends into joining
me. We'll see...if I have
to go alone- well boo
hoo, I know I will have
an amazing time. I had
honestly always been
curious about gay travel,
but never saw myself
doing it, but now I am
hooked. It was an
experience that was
completely fun and
freeing. To travel with
like minded guys was
liberating. To have all
the logistics worked out
and not have to think
during the vacation is
Huge. I am planning for
many more Zoom trips
in my future.

Join Damion on our trip
to Rio for Carnaval

Quick Links...
Reserve Today

Check out our awards
and press archive

Contact us

Planning a celebration in
another country? Click
here to see how we can
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Visit our Club Zoom Page help

Testimonials

Tours at a glance

A proud member of

Join our mailing list!
Join

email: bryan@zoomvacations.com
phone: 773.772.ZOOM (9666)
web: http://www.zoomvacations.com/
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