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Greetings!

Make sure you receive our emails. Please add
bryan@zoomvacations.com to your address book.
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Global Gay Strides Abound in 2009
Gay rights have made a number of strides in America in
2009. Just recently, Washington DC legalized same- sex
marriage, and openly lesbian Mayor, Annise Parker, was
elected in Houston, Texas.

America isn't the only country that had encouraging news
for the gay community in 2009. Below is a short selection of
some of our favorite gay rights strides around the world.

Uruguay recently passed a law permitting gay couples to
adopt children - the first such law of its kind in Latin
America.

Mexico City became the first Latin American city to pass
legislation recognizing same-sex marriage.

India decriminalized homosexuality on July 2nd.

Shanghai held its first gay pride celebration.

Portugal's government is drawing up a law to allow gay
marriage, which is likely to pass. If it does, Portugal will join
five European countries-Belgium, the Netherlands, Spain,
Sweden and Norway in legalizing same sex marriage.

Zoom Vacations Peru Photos
One of the things that makes Peru such a fantastic
destination is that it constantly surprises people. We started
our trip in Lima, and especially after visiting its colonial
center, our guests kept commenting, "I had no idea Lima
was so beautiful." Then we had dinner alongside a 2000
year old pre Inca ruin, and people exclaimed, "the food in
Peru is so good!"

Featured Traveler,
Michael from

California

There is nothing better
than being delightfully
surprised by someone.
Anyone who has ever met
Michael has likely had this
happen. At first glance,
he's big, hunky, dark, and
perhaps even imposing.
Plus, he has this big,
successful company, Wet
Lubricants. In other
words, some could easily
perceive him as
intimidating. But you
spend five minutes with
him and you discover one
of the sweetest, most
warm and genuine people
around, and so much fun!

Zoom: Why did you want
to go to Peru?

Michael: I went to Peru
because I have seen
many pictures of Machu
Picchu from friends and
heard so many incredible
stories that I had to
experience it for myself.
It proved to be much
more than I expected.

Zoom: How was Peru
different than you thought
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As we continued to the
Sacred Valley of the Incas,
Machu Picchu, and finally
Cusco, it was so fun to
watch the effect that Peru
and its people had on our
travelers. Fun surprises
awaited them at every turn.
Hotels were more beautiful,
the landscape was more
stunning, and then of course
there was the shopping!

But above all, the thing that we can always count on when
we bring people to Peru is that Machu Picchu will be as
incredible as they thought and hoped it would be. Mystical
Machu Picchu, no mater rain or shine simply does not
disappoint.

Click here to see a selection of photos from the trip on
Flickr!

Zoom Caribbean Mega-Yacht Photos
Zoom Vacations has been
delighting our guests for
years on the SeaDream
Mega-Yacht, and our recent
Caribbean cruise was no
exception.

One of the highlights our
group enjoyed was a race
using one of the original 20
million dollar America's Cup
12 Meter Regatta racing

yachts. We competed against a "straight" team and of
course, our gay group won! It was all done very tongue-
and-cheek, and both teams had so much fun with each
other.

Of course, this is just one of the things we did. Days were
spent exploring beautiful ports, eating sensational food,
laughing over outdoor dinners, and of course, enjoying our
share of champagne.

If you want to experience this for yourself, check out our
Mediterranean voyage, August 7-14, 2010 along the Amalfi
coast. All inclusive, from just $3,999 per person

Amalfi Coast Itinerary:

8-7-10 Civitavecchia (Rome)
8-8-10: Bonifacio, Corsica
8-9-10: Poltu Quatu (Porto Cervo)
8-10-10: Positano
8-11-10: Amalfi
8-12-10: Capri
8-12-10 and 8-13-10: Sorrento

it would be

Michael: I thought the
historical sites would have
been more guarded from
the public than they
actually were. We literally
found human bones on
the trails where we
walked.

Zoom: What were your
highlights from the trip

Michael: Each day
brought highlights. In
Lima, it was Casa-Solar
de Aliaga and the Poli
Collection. In Cusco, it
was Urubamba and hotel
Monasterio. In Machu
Picchu, it was not only the
ruins, but the Machu
Picchu Pueblo Hotel as
well. I've stayed in many
hotels around the world
and I have to say that
this was my favorite so
far. Finally, visiting Lake
Titicaca and walking on
the reef islands floating
on the highest and
deepest lake in the world.

Zoom: What were the
other people on the trip
like?

Michael: Everybody was
wonderful to us and very
friendly. We still stay in
contact with many of
those we met on our
amazing trip.

Zoom: You own the very
successful company, Wet
lubricants. Was it stressful
to be away from the office
for so long? How did you
manage this?

Michael: I am semi-
retired now and have an
amazing executive team
to handle things while I
am away but I still keep a
handle on things via
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8-14-10: Civitavecchia (Rome)

Click here to view our photos on Flickr

Zoom India Travel Blog: Part 2
Last month you read about
our time in Mumbai, and
now we head to our next
stop of our trip to India.

Zooming Through India
Part 2: The True Meaning
of Faith

by Bryan Herb

It's so difficult to describe what our group experienced in the
holy city of Varanasi. Let me put things into perspective.

Imagine you are walking up 8th avenue in Manhattan, and
the buildings have been stripped of their facades, revealing
course brick, mortar, and cinder block. Now give them all a
nice coating of gray dust with an additional half inch of dust
on the street, blurring any hint of lane lines. 

Fill 8th avenue full of people, none over 5 and a half feet
tall, and add a cow or two every 50 feet, plus some stray
dogs and goats. small cars and larger trucks dart in every
direction, as motorcycles and rickshaws dodge in and out of
traffic, avoiding the crowds of pedestrians. All you hear is
the honking of horns and the calling out of vendors selling
fruit, crafts, dinner, and unidentifiable items from make-shift
stalls that line the avenue.

Women in brightly colored Saris dot the otherwise gray
canvas, and their beauty takes your mind off the smells of
gasoline, food, livestock, and occasionally urine. One thing
illuminates the scene; the bright eyes and smiles of all you
pass on your way to the Gangses. 

And in this foreign, strange city where little is familiar and
expectations are constantly questioned, there is one thing
we have come to expect: if you offer anyone here...I mean
ANYone a friendly smile or hello, you are met with the most
humbling, sincere, beautiful greeting in return.

We arrive by rickshaw to grand, ancient stone steps leading
into the Gangses, amidst throngs of people, the smell of
smoke filling the air, and gentle chanting heard in the
distance.

Read the complete article

Zooming with Joel
You ask the question, he'll provide the answer!

Our Chief Travel Officer, Joel Cabrera, gets a number of
travel-related questions every week. Email your travel

email. At times it was
challenging because in
some areas we had very
limited internet
connection. Once we got
to where we did have
internet service, I had the
option to stay back and
get caught up on my
work. I also use Gmail
Gears, which lets me
work offline and send
when I get to an internet
connection so I know that
things are being handled.

That being said, I missed
out on very little. The
Zoom Vacation was great
because I got all of my
work done and I enjoyed
everything Peru had to
offer.

Zoom: You are joining us
in South Africa in
September. What are you
looking forward to about
that trip? Based on your
trip with us in Peru, what
expectations do you have
for the South Africa trip
with Zoom?

Michael: Going on a
Safari has been on my list
for a long time and can't
wait! Visiting Victoria
falls, the largest in the
world will be a huge thrill.
I went to Iguasu Falls in
South America this year
and it was one of my best
experiences. Opening up
additional new
distribution in South
Africa is always a plus. I
know we will be staying at
the finest elite hotels,
dining at exquisite
restaurants, having the
most personable and
educated tour guides and
visiting exclusive
locations.

Zoom: Did Zoom
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question to Joel, and

Question:

Ryan from Austin, Texas writes,
"The Sydney Mardi Gras trip looks
great and I am so excited. My
concern is getting Down Under. All
the flights to get to Australia are so
expensive. What are some good
options for getting to Sydney that
won't break the bank?"

Answer:

Dear Ryan,

While historically flights to Australia have been somewhat
expensive, you will find that with the arrival of V Australia
and Delta nonstop service (in addition to Qantas Airways),
prices have come down quite a bit.

Also, if you have miles to spend, you may consider flying to
Asia on a cheap ticket and using a low mileage award from
Asia to Australia.

Join us on Facebook!
Zoom Vacations on Facebook

Zoom Vacations' Facebook
community is growing!
Check back often to see
destination travel videos and
photos. You'll also learn a
travel tip or two, and have
the opportunity to interact
with others in our Zoom
Community.

Who will you meet? Well,
you know, the kind of people who desire meaningful
vacations in comfortable settings where you can truly be
yourself, and enjoy incredible once-in-a-lifetime experiences
that would be difficult, impractical or impossible to do on
your own.

Club Zoom
If you are new to Club
Zoom, here's the scoop.
You will receive
discounts and special
offers on many of your
favorite hotels, retail
outlets, and services
around the country! And
the best part is, it's free!
It is simply our way of saying, "thank you" for being a part
of Zoom Vacations.

Vacations live up to your
expectations?

Michael: Very much so!
And that owner Bryan was
so cute in person I know I
missed more than one
museum description
because he walked by
during the explanation.

For those of you who are
contemplating whether to
take a group vacation or
to venture out on your
own, consider Zoom. It is
the best way to travel!
Just sit back, relax and
enjoy the ride, Zoom will
take care of everything
from soup to nuts! You
can always opt out of a
particular activity to do
something on your own,
but we decided not to,
since we enjoyed the time
with the group so much.
Gotta add a shameless
plug
www.StaysWetLonger.com
.

Read about next year's
trip to Peru

Quick Links...
Reserve Today

Check out our awards and
press archive

Contact us

Planning a celebration in
another country? Click
here to see how we can
help
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Simply click on the link below to get the codes necessary to
redeem these offers.

RETAILERS

Allen Brothers (fine steaks)
Universal Gear (men's fashions)
David Barton Gym, in NYC, Miami, and Chicago!
NYC Restaurant: Paris Commune

HOTELS

Bali: The Saint Regis
Chicago: The Amalfi Hotel
Chicago: The Homewood Suites
Chicago: The Hotel Allegro Chicago
Chicago: Avenue Hotel Chicago
Dallas: The Melrose
LA: The Grafton on Sunset
LA: The Marina del Rey Hotel
Mendocino: Stevenswood Spa Resort
NYC: The Standard Hotel
Portland, OR: The Jupiter Hotel
San Francisco: The Hotel Monaco and the Serrano
South Beach: The Raleigh

Visit our Club Zoom Page

Join our mailing list!
Join

email: bryan@zoomvacations.com
phone: 773.772.ZOOM (9666)
web: http://www.zoomvacations.com/
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