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Greetings!

Make sure you receive our emails. Please add
bryan@zoomvacations.com to your address book.
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Cologne Gay Games, Just 6 Months Away
The Gay Games have
been hosted in San
Francisco,
Vancouver, New
York, Amsterdam,
Sydney, and
Chicago, and now
the Games come to
another of the
world's most gay-
friendly cities,
Cologne, Germany.

Famous for it's Cathedral Masterpiece, Cologne is also well-
known for having one of the biggest, most active gay
communities in all of Europe. Visitors are often surprised by
all that is available to gay travelers.

Zoom Vacations has designed a trip that will truly propel you
into the center of Gay Games action, while you experience
the best of Cologne. You'll enjoy sensational Zoom Vacations
excursions and events, and while seeing Cologne as an
insider.

Read more about this trip.

Zoom Vacations Rio New Years Photos
Most people would consider our trip to Rio de Janeiro to be
our "signature" trip. It was one of our first trips, and even
though we have it down to a science, we are constantly
making little adjustments and improvements to keep it fresh
and interesting.

Featured
Traveler, Neil
Giuliano, from

Arizona

After years of Zoom
Vacations donating to
GLAAD, the Gay and
Lesbian Alliance Agains
Defamation, GLAAD's
former president, Neil
Giuliano decided it was
time he tried a Zoom
Vacation for himself, and
we are so glad he did!
Neil was so much fun
and so ready to
experience everything
our trip provided! We
were excited to talk with
Neil after the trip, and
this is what he had to
say.

Zoom: I know you love
cruises. How was our
Zoom Vacations mega-
yacht cruise different
from other cruises you
have taken?

Neil: It was chill instead
of excursion and socially
gay-focused. Was
perfect for the eight of
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This selection of
photos contains
some of our best
ever taken of the
fireworks on
Copacabana Beach.
Plus, our jewels on
the beach fashion
show was more
"dazzling" than ever.
Lastly, peppered
throughout the album are pictures from our post trip to
Paraty, Brazil's colonial gem, just south of Rio, and the site
of our 2 night post-trip after Rio

Zoom India Travel Blog: Part 3, Planes, Trains, and
Rickshaws
We flew from Varnasi
to Delhi and
proceeded to the
stunning Imperial
Hotel. As you
approach this
architectural
masterpiece, the
scent of jasmine fills
the air, and you are
greeted by men and
women in British Colonial costumes offering the most
friendly welcome.

The hotel is massive, but because of its interesting eclectic
layout feels much smaller, and every detail of this old
property is crisp, flawless, and immaculate. Original artwork
adorns the walls, and the interior marble floors and lush
gardens are masterpieces in their own right. In other words,
I love this place.

We reluctantly leave this oasis for dinner at Bhukarra, one of
the best restaurants in town and are rewarded with an
utterly delicious feast of perfectly seasoned tandoori meats
and terrifically flavorful dal (lentils). After some extensive
overeating, we came back to the hotel and sank into our
plush duvets.

It's amazing how easy it is to wake up after you've had such
a great night's sleep. Of course, it's downright effortless to
get out of bed when you know you have a huge breakfast
and exciting day ahead of you. We enjoyed an exquisite
array of Indian and British morning pastries, meats, cereals,
eggs, and just about everything we could ask for. My group
and I were seriously getting used to this at this point.

Our tour started with the Jama Mosque, one of the world's
largest. After taking our fill of obligatory photos, including
many of the beautiful childeren at the Mosque, we took to
the Rickshaws as we had in Varanasi, this time zooming

us looking for relaxation
and a high quality
experience on a small
vessel.

Zoom: Did you make
any new friends during
the trip?

Neil: Absolutely. I really
enjoyed that aspect of
the trip, and spending
time with people I knew
from before the trip as
well.

Zoom: How would you
describe a Zoom
Vacation to someone
who has never been on
one?

Neil: Fun, flexibility,
quality people, and you
can make it whatever
you want it to be, and it
will be a quality time.

Zoom: You used to be
the President of GLAAD.
Do you have any plans
for your next endeavor?

Neil: I am working on
three potential book
projects, doing some
speaking and
appearances, and
looking to select a
limited number of clients
in my personal
leadership and life
coaching consultancy in
2010. That's all for now-
--and along the way
we'll see if some other
amazing opportunity
presents itself; I am not
anxious about it and
have loved the
sabbatical time the last
six months.

Zoom: How do you see
travel fitting into your
life in the future?

Neil: Potentially as a



through the narrow lanes of Old Delhi, occasionally stopping
at the small craft stalls and shops that caught our interest.

The turban shop was an especially big hit. Can you really go
to Delhi and not try on a bright orange turban? I don't think
so.

Read the complete article

Zooming with Joel
You ask the question, he'll
provide the answer!

Our Chief Travel Officer, Joel
Cabrera, gets a number of travel-
related questions every week. Email
your travel question to Joel, and

Question:

Bob from Dover writes, "I know that
the Gay Games are going to be in
Cologne, Germany this year. I have
never been to Cologne. What can I expect there?"

Answer:

Dear Bob,

Cologne is a stunning, gay-friendly European city, and no
doubt the Cologne Gay Games are going to be spectacular!
You're question comes at a good time, as we have an article
about the trip in this newsletter.

The most famous, and arguably the most incredible thing to
see in Cologne is its magnificent cathedral, completed in
1880 after more than 630 years of construction.

There are also ancient Roman and Medieval city walls,
Romanesque churches, great restaurants, the beautiful river,
and a fun gay scene, all of which we will make sure our
travelers experience.

As you'll see, Cologne is a very special city.

Join us on Facebook!
Zoom Vacations on Facebook

Zoom Vacations' Facebook
community is growing!
Check back often to see
destination travel videos and
photos. You'll also learn a
travel tip or two, and have
the opportunity to interact
with others in our Zoom
Community.

Who will you meet? Well,

writer, certainly as one
who wants to continue
to explore and
experience new places
and people. And I love
being out on the water
so I will always be drawn
to cruises and trips that
involve beaches.

Zoom: Because of your
role at GLAAD and
formerly being the out
gay mayor of Tempe,
AZ, do you find yourself
more interested in gay
life and rights in the
destinations you visit?

Neil: I certainly believe
in spending in and
supporting places that
are welcoming to the
lgbt community. I am
respectful of other
cultures that have not
evolved as quickly as we
would like them to
regarding the treatment
of gay people, and can
enjoy some places is
such categories, but
openly hostile
destinations would not
be on my list of places to
visit and spend.

Zoom: In your own
travels, how have you
noticed things changing
for gay communities
worldwide?

Neil: The ways in which
destinations market to
the lgbt traveler have
definitely changed for
the better. And we are
all so connected now, we
can have facebook
friends living in other
countries to help us
learn the latest info
about what the gay
community is like where
they live. Cultures all
over the world are
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you know, the kind of people who desire meaningful
vacations in comfortable settings where you can truly be
yourself, and enjoy incredible once-in-a-lifetime experiences
that would be difficult, impractical or impossible to do on
your own.

Club Zoom
If you are new to Club
Zoom, here's the scoop.
You will receive
discounts and special
offers on many of your
favorite hotels, retail
outlets, and services
around the country! And
the best part is, it's free!
It is simply our way of saying, "thank you" for being a part
of Zoom Vacations.

Simply click on the link below to get the codes necessary to
redeem these offers.

RETAILERS

Allen Brothers (fine steaks)
Universal Gear (men's fashions)
David Barton Gym, in NYC, Miami, and Chicago!
NYC Restaurant: Paris Commune

HOTELS

Bali: The Saint Regis
Chicago: The Amalfi Hotel
Chicago: The Homewood Suites
Chicago: The Hotel Allegro Chicago
Chicago: Avenue Hotel Chicago
Dallas: The Melrose
LA: The Grafton on Sunset
LA: The Marina del Rey Hotel
Mendocino: Stevenswood Spa Resort
NYC: The Standard Hotel
Portland, OR: The Jupiter Hotel
San Francisco: The Hotel Monaco and the Serrano
South Beach: The Raleigh

Visit our Club Zoom Page

changing for the better
when it comes to
equality for gay people,
a few becoming worse
too, but we are are
connected in ways never
dreamed possible in the
past and that will
continue to be helpful.

read about our next
mega-yacht trip to the
Amalfi Coast

Quick Links...
Reserve Today

Check out our awards
and press archive

Contact us

Planning a celebration in
another country? Click
here to see how we can
help
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