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Greetings!

Make sure you receive our emails. Please add
bryan@zoomvacations.com to your address book.
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View Photos from Zoom's trip to China
The hotels, restaurants and
sites are some of the best
we have ever encountered.
Everyday was more amazing
than the next. China is an
easy country to feel at
home. All signs are in both
Mandarin and English.
Although it is Asia, China

identifies so much with America. Here are some highlights
from the trip.

Join us in China next May 28 to June 6, 2010!

Zoom in the News
If you are looking for more news on
Zoom Vacations tours and events,
and are tired of resorting to viewing
us online, you may find us in a
publication near you.

The UK's QS Magazine features a
two-page spread on Zoom
Vacations, starting on page 29.

The June issue of Gloss Magazine,
out of California, has a great article
on our Zoom Vacations trip to
Argentina for Gay Pride.

Check out Zoom Vacations on the travel issue of Southern
California's THE BOTTOM LINE MAGAZINE, "Gay Travel
Companies: Helping you Get Away". June, 2009.

Featured
Traveler: Will

from LA

When you meet Will, you
fall in love with him
instantly. He's sweet,
interesting, warm,
driven, successful, and
so much fun. He
immerses himself in
local cultures and
customs with an
infectious excitement
and curiosity, which
makes him such a blast
to have on our trips.

Will has joined Zoom
Vacations in South
Africa, Guatemala, our
Mediterranean yacht
cruise, Peru, Australian
and Rio for both New
Years and Carnaval, and
we were fortunate to
have him back again to
join us for Zoom China
just last month! Will is a
senior executive at 20th
Century Fox, and the
many films he's worked
on include The Devil
Wears Prada! He's one of
the busiest people we
know, and he still took
the time to talk to us
about his experience
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Zoom Vacations is featured in the May issue of Canada's 2B
MAGAZINE, pages 34-38

In the current issue of Australia's DNA magazine Zoom
Vacations is featured as one of the gay travel companies to
follow.

Plus, you can always catch Zoom´s Bryan Herb on Logo´s
gay travel show, Bump, on their South American episodes.

Chicago Market Days
Chicago North Halsted
Market Days, August 1-3,
2009, is the Midwest's
largest gay and lesbian
festival, attracting visitors
from all over the country.
This is the best time to be
in Chicago, with amazing
weather, unique parties
and events, and interesting

people from all over the world.

Between our newly elected Chicagoan president and Olympic
dreams, Chicago is hot, hot, hot right now.

Come see this dynamic city for yourself, and celebrate gay
life in Chicago, while enjoying fantastic accommodations.
This trip offers Zoom exclusive hotel rates, not available
anywhere else!

Read more and book your stay

Bryan Herb to Judge Mr. Gay Spain Contest in Madrid
On July 3rd, Zoom
Vacations' Bryan Herb
will judge the Grand
Finale of the Mr. Gay
Spain 2009 contest in
Madrid.

The contest on the
biggest stage of Gay
Pride Madrid (MADO)
located in Vazquez de Mella Square with an estimated
audience of 10.000 - 15.000 people. Fellow judges include:
Alfonso Albacete (movie director), María Esteve (actress),
Alfonso Llopart (director in chief of Shangay Express
magazine), Juanjo Oliva (designer), Juan Carlos Alonso
(General Coordinator of Gay Pride Madrid).

Mr Gay Spain 2009 will represent Spain in the international
gay contests: Mr Gay Europe, Mr Gay World and
International Mister Gay Competition.

YOU ARE THE FIRST TO KNOW
Zoom Vacations is pleased to announce the following

with Zoom Vacations in
China.

Zoom: Did you feel
comfortable traveling as
part of a gay group in
China?

Will: Yeah, it wasn't an
issue. I felt totally
comfortable. It was so
much a non-issue that I
didn't really think about
it.

Zoom: What was your
favorite part of the trip?

Will: The thing I was
looking forward to the
most before the trip, and
which exceeded my
expectations was the
Great Wall. We arrived
at the Wall at the perfect
time and there were
hardly any other people
there. I felt it was OUR
wall that day. The
second most amazing
thing we did was the
show in Yangshuo. I
have never seen
anything more beautiful
than that natural setting
in my life. I think it is
the largest natural
theater in the world.
Sitting there in our VIP
seats and looking down
at all the villagers
participating, and
dancing, in the
incredible lighting, it was
just spectacular, and so
uniquely Chinese.

Zoom: What did you
think of the food in
China?

Will: I loved the food,
and I was impressed
with how beautifully
designed the restaurants
were. From our
dumpling lunches to our
spectacular multiple

http://www.zoomvacations.com/icelandIndependent.htm


upgrades to our Southern
Africa and India trips: Sabi
Sabi Private Game Reserve,
Kruger National Park
(Travel + Leisure, 8th Best
Hotel in the World) as our
safari lodge on our
Southern Africa trips
coming this September 3-
13, 2009 (SOLD OUT) and

August 26- September 5, 2010 (1/3 full); and the
impeccable Oberoi Rajvilas, Jaipur (Travel + Leisure, 2nd
Best Hotel in the World) on our upcoming India trip (October
16- 27, 2009)(2/3 full).

While you will always enjoy some of the world's best
properties to complement Zoom Vacations' award winning
service and excellent overall travel experience, we are
always looking to upgrade your vacation experience to the
next level.

We travel the world in search of what is "hot" and always
keep our finger on the pulse of what is exceptional to call
our home away from home. That is why it is not unusual for
Zoom Vacations to upgrade your trip experience to higher
rated hotels or lodges (or even luxury vehicle airport
transfers, optional activities and entertainment) even after
you book a trip. A nice surprise to say the least! Keep your
eye out for further upgrades to our Sydney Mardi Gras and
Costa Rica trips. Coming soon! But don't wait, book now!

Zooming with Joel
You ask the question, he'll
provide the answer!

Our Chief Travel Officer, Joel
Cabrera, gets a number of travel-
related questions every week. Email
your travel question to Joel, and
your question may be featured in
the newsletter. Joel answers those
travel questions that have kept you
in a quandary for far too long.

Question:

Charles from New Orleans writes,

"I saw that Zoom Vacations just had your China trip. I
wanted to go this year but couldn´t, and I am planning on
coming next year. I was wondering, however, what the gay
life is like in China, and if your travelers felt comfortable
being openly gay in China."

Answer:

Dear Charles,

course dinners, it was all
world class in stunning
settings.

Zoom: You and I talked
a lot about how nice the
people in China are. Do
you have an example
from the trip that
exemplifies the
friendliness of the
people?

Will: The first thing that
jumps in my mind is the
really sweet fruit-seller
in Yangshuo, selling
mangosteens. I just love
the picture of her with
the bright fruit in
beautiful baskets. Oh,
and the people in the
shop in Water Town near
Shanghai, who couldn't
be nicer, and went out of
their way to be gracious
and fun. Also, the local
people in Beijing at the
Temple of Heaven were
so engaging. I loved it
when the Tai Chi Ball
master befriended all of
us. Plus, the guides that
Zoom arranged in each
city were really
phenomenal.

Zoom: You mentioned
the performance in
Yangshuo. How were the
other performances?

Will: The thing that
Zoom did so well, is you
had VIP seats at every
performance, and the
performances were so
varied that we got a
really well-rounded idea
of Chinese art and
culture over the
centuries. The acrobatics
show in Shanghai was
spectacular, and it was
so different from the
beautiful dancing we saw
in Xian.

mailto:joel@zoomvacations.com


Our gay group felt incredibly comfortable in China, and
several of our travelers commented that it was really a non-
issue. The local people we met knew we were a gay group,
and they welcomed us into their lives, and sometimes even
their homes with open arms. We felt very comfortable going
to the gay bars and meeting the locals.

China decriminalized gay sex in 1997 and no longer
considers homosexuality as a mental disorder since 2001.
Shanghai residents just celebrated their first gay pride last
month, and the New York Times just featured an article
about the emerging gay scene in Shanghai.

Gay life isn't just big in Shanghai. During our trip, we went
to a huge gay club in Beijing which was a lot of fun. I think
you will be pleasantly surprised when you join our trip next
year (May 28-June 6, 2010)!

Read about our trip to China

Club Zoom
If you are new to Club
Zoom, here's the scoop.
You will receive
discounts and special
offers on many of your
favorite hotels, retail
outlets, and services
around the country! And
the best part is, it's free!
It is simply our way of saying, "thank you" for being a part
of Zoom Vacations.

Simply click on the link below to get the codes necessary to
redeem these offers.

RETAILERS

Allen Brothers (fine steaks)
Universal Gear (men's fashions)
David Barton Gym, in NYC, Miami, and Chicago!
NYC Restaurant: Paris Commune
Brazil Chic (men's fashions)
Otterfashion.com

HOTELS

Chicago: The Amalfi Hotel
Chicago: The Homewood Suites
Chicago: The Hotel Allegro Chicago
Dallas: The Melrose
LA: The Grafton on Sunset
Mendocino: Stevenswood Spa Resort
NYC: The Tribeca Grand Hotel
NYC: The SoHo Grand Hotel
NYC: The Flatotel
Portland, OR: The Jupiter Hotel
San Francisco: The Hotel Monaco and the Serrano

Zoom: Is there anything
else you'd like to add?

Will: I have been to 59
countries and have done
great stuff on my own,
but some of the best
trips I've taken have
been with Zoom
Vacations. It's
unbelievable when I
think of the breadth of
experience with you
guys. And one of the
best parts for me is the
friendships I've made.

Will (continued): I
went to Buenos Aires on
my own a few months
ago, and I realized how
much better it is to go
with Zoom. Zoom
Vacations creates
experiences with your
travelers that I never
would have found on my
own, and that make the
trips so incredible. Oh,
and I would definitely
recommend Zoom's trip
to China. It was one of
the best trips I have
ever taken.

2010 dates coming
soon!

Quick Links...
Reserve Today

Check out our press
archive

Contact us

Planning a celebration in
another country? Click
here to see how we can
help

Testimonials

Tours at a glance

Watch our Zoom Video
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South Beach: The Raleigh

Get the Codes

(may take a minute to
come up)

A proud member of

Join our mailing list!
Join

email: bryan@zoomvacations.com
phone: 773.772.ZOOM (9666)
web: http://www.zoomvacations.com/
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