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Greetings!

Make sure you receive our emails. Please add
bryan@zoomvacations.com to your address book.

In this issue
Featured Traveler, Bob from New York City
Zoom Rio Carnaval Photos
Zoom Vacations on WBBM Radio
View Our Rio Carnaval Video
Listen to Zoom Vacations on Feast of Fun
IGLTA Travel Show Takes Toronto by Storm: May 8,
2009
Zooming with Joel
Club Zoom

Zoom Rio Carnaval Photos
What we loved about this
trip:

The weather was flawless
every single day.

Our guests were FUN,
likable, and engaging.

We arranged front-row seats
at the Sambadromo parade, and the parade was utterly
spectacular.

Everyone in our group got along so well, and seemed to
really appreciate each other.

Check out our photos from the trip!

Zoom Vacations on WBBM Radio
WBBM's Kris and
Sherman discuss gay
travel with Zoom
Vacations' Bryan
Herb during the
WBBM Noon
Business Hour.

While many leisure travellers are tightening their belts when
it comes to vacation plans this year, the GLBT market
segment has seen less of a decline.

This isn't true for all gay people, but the fact that GLBT
travel has experienced less of a decline than straight travel

Featured
Traveler, Bob

from New York
City

Bob signed up for our
Rio New Years trip to
celebrate the birthday of
a very close friend, and
we are so glad he did.
His classy, charming,
fun-loving personality
made him so much fun
to be around. We were
thrilled that Bob was
able to take our
interview on gay travel.

Zoom: What do you like
about travel?

Bob: Everything!
Traveling is an important
part of my life. I really
enjoy exploring new
cities, beaches, country
sides, architecture,
museums and cultures.
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has received national coverage. Click here to read a recent
article in the Chicago Tribune, and here to read a recent
article in the Washington Times. Zoom Vacations is
featured on both.

Listen to the interview: Please note, the broadcast will
start playing as soon you click on this link.

View Our Rio Carnaval Video
They say a picture can tell a
thousand words, so a movie
must be able to tell...Well, who
knows, but it's a lot. If you have
never experienced Carnaval in
Rio de Janeiro, this video will
give you a good idea of the
magnitude of the event.

Of course, some things one just
cannot capture on film, and
you'll have to experience it for

yourself. Several Zoom travelers said it was the best time of
their life! If you have questions about the Carnaval
experience, email Bryan.

Watch the video

Listen to Zoom Vacations on Feast of Fun
Zoom Vacations' Bryan
Herb and Joel Cabrera
once again joined
Feast of Fun hosts,
Marc Felion and Fausto
Fernós.

During the podcast,
Joel and Bryan share
travel secrets and talk
about the best and
most affordable destinations. Other topics included how to
get along with your traveling partners and overcoming
fatigue to make your vacation a rejuvenating experience.

Bryan and Joel also answered questions on travel submitted
via Facebook.

Zoom Vacations would like to congratulate Feast of Fun on
winning the Podcast Readers' choice award for the third year
in a row! Way to go!

Listen to the Feast of Fun podcast

IGLTA Travel Show Takes Toronto by Storm: May 8,
2009
If you will be in Toronto on Friday, May 8, 2009 come to the
International Gay and Lesbian Travel Association (IGLTA)
Travel Show! You will have the chance to meet people from

Also, meeting new
people can be life
changing.

Zoom: How does
traveling inspire you?

Bob: Working in a
creative field and being
a visually-oriented
person, I'm most
inspired by the amazing
sites around the world -
the beautiful people of
Rio, the magnificent
gardens of Paris, the
expanding Shanghai
skyline, the breathtaking
glaciers of Iceland and
the soft sand beaches of
Mykonos to name a few
magical places.

Zoom: What did you like
about the trip with Zoom
Vacations?

Bob: My Zoom Vacation
experience exceeded all
my expectations. It was
fantastic! Bryan and Joel
surprised and delighted
us throughout the trip.
From the warm welcome
we received upon arrival
to the VIP access to
'hard to get in' events to
daily amenities- they
thought of everything.

Zoom: What do you like
about traveling as part
of a gay group?

Bob: Traveling as part of
a gay group was tons of
fun. Everyone on the trip
really wanted to be there
- and experience Rio
100%. The guys on the
trip loved life, and were
open to meeting new
people and experiencing
new things together. I
would definitely take
another Zoom Vacation.
Both Costa Rica and
China are on my 'must
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over 100 destinations, hotels, tour providers, etc. all serving
the GLBT travel community.

Location: Historic Maple Leaf Gardens - the Heart of the Gay
Village

Time: 6-10 PM

Zooming with Joel
You ask the question, he'll
provide the answer!

Our Chief Travel Officer, Joel
Cabrera, gets a number of travel-
related questions every week. Email
your travel question to Joel, and
your question may be featured in
the newsletter. Joel answers those
travel questions that have kept you
in a quandary for far too long.

Question:

Jim from Quebec City writes, "I was looking at your web site
while doing some research on gay Costa Rica. My question:
in Mexico I have had problems getting sick from the food,
but in contrast in Argentina I can eat or drink anything really
with no problem. Is Costa Rica a place where tourists can
eat food without worrying much?

If you have any thoughts on that, it would be appreciated."

Answer:

Dear Jim,

I have the same issue! I get stomach issues in Mexico but
never in Brazil, Argentina or Costa Rica. The food in these
places is non spicy, which in Mexico can create havoc on
your stomach if you are not used to it. Just to be safe,
however, I always drink bottled water and follow the same
dietary rules no matter where I am. For instance, I skip non
cooked salads, I eat only well cooked dishes, stay away from
very spicy foods.

I also wash my hands often. And I never, never, eat
anything off the street, where hygiene is questionable. I
followed these rules during our Zoom India trip and did not
get sick once. If you follow these basics you should be fine.

Club Zoom
If you are new to Club Zoom, here's the scoop. You will
receive discounts and special offers on many of your favorite
hotels, retail outlets, and services around the country! And
the best part is, it's free! It is simply our way of saying,
"thank you" for being a part of Zoom Vacations.

Simply click on the link below to get the codes necessary to

visit' list.

Zoom: How was Rio
different than you
thought it would be?

Bob: Because I had
been to Rio before, I
didn't expect this trip to
be that different - but I
was wrong. Zoom
Vacations Rio took it to
the next level. We
experienced all the sites
and everything was so
easy.

Zoom: What was your
favorite moment of the
trip?

Bob: New Year's Eve
was definitely the best
moment of the trip.
Experiencing this
amazing Brazilian event
with close [and new]
friends was a life
highlight for me. Walking
to the beach dressed in
white with our flowers,
along with thousands of
other revelers, was so
cool. And the fireworks
display eclipsed all
others. Everyone should
experience this once.

Zoom: What is
something you have
learned from your
travels?

Bob: A good vacation
stays with you for a few
days, even weeks upon
your return home. The
memories of my Zoom
Vacation to Rio are still
very vivid in my mind
three months later. And
it's the 'place' I go when
I need to escape the
madness.

Read about Zoom's next
trip to Rio for New Years.
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redeem these offers.

RETAILERS

Allen Brothers
(fine steaks)
Universal Gear
(men's fashions)
David Barton Gym,
in NYC, Miami, and
Chicago!
NYC Restaurant: Paris Commune
Brazil Chic (men's fashions)
Otterfashion.com

HOTELS

Chicago: The Amalfi Hotel
Dallas: The Melrose
LA: The Grafton on Sunset
Mendocino: Stevenswood Spa Resort
NYC: The Tribeca Grand Hotel
NYC: The SoHo Grand Hotel
NYC: The Flatotel
Portland, OR: The Jupiter Hotel
San Francisco: The Hotel Monaco and the Serrano
South Beach: The Raleigh

Get the Codes

Quick Links...
Reserve Today

Check out our press
archive

Contact us

Planning a celebration in
another country? Click
here to see how we can
help

Testimonials

Tours at a glance

Watch our Zoom Video
(may take a minute to
come up)

A proud member of

Join our mailing list!
Join

email: bryan@zoomvacations.com
phone: 773.772.ZOOM (9666)
web: http://www.zoomvacations.com/
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