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Greetings!

Make sure you receive our emails. Please add
bryan@zoomvacations.com to your address book.
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2009 Dates for Buenos Aires and Peru
Our November trips to Buenos Aires
and Peru sold out earlier than we
expected, and waitlists did not clear.
The good news is that there is still
limited availability on our February
25 to March 3, 2009 trip to Buenos
Aires and our April 18-25, 2009 trip
to Peru.

There is a good reason why the
reader's of Out Traveler recently
named Buenos Aires the top
destination for gay travelers. In this
ever-changing, stylish, sophisticated
city, there is one thing that remains
the same: its acceptance and
celebration of individuality and
diversity.

There is also good reason why Out
Traveler named Zoom's trip to Peru as one of Ten Trips to
Change Your Life. This trip impacts each of our travelers in
unique ways and at different times. For many, it is the
opportunities for reflection that this tour provides, such as
sitting in an ancient temple on Machu Picchu while an Inca
shaman gives a blessing passed on through the ages,
speaking to the connectedness of all things.

Sure, one could go to Machu Picchu without visiting an Inca
shaman, and most travelers do. But at Zoom Vacations, we
believe in turning every travel experience into something
truly extraordinary.

Read more about these trips

Featured
Traveler, George
from California

You definitely get to
know people well when
you travel with them,
and after five trips
together we feel so
fortunate to have
become good friends
with George. He is one
of those people whom
fellow travelers speak of
very highly.

Zoom: You joined Zoom
Vacations in Costa Rica,
Rio, our luxury yacht
voyage and southern
Africa this year. What
kinds of things did the
trips have in common?

George: Two things
come to mind. We've
met interesting and fun
travelers on every Zoom
vacation that add a
great component to each
vacation experience.
Also, the trips had
wonderful, personalized
service from start to
finish. Both the Zoom
staff in Chicago and in
each foreign locale are
great in their attention

http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs053/1011153904571/archive/1102307111063.html#column
http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs053/1011153904571/archive/1102307111063.html#article1
http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs053/1011153904571/archive/1102307111063.html#article2
http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs053/1011153904571/archive/1102307111063.html#article3
http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs053/1011153904571/archive/1102307111063.html#article4
http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs053/1011153904571/archive/1102307111063.html#article6
http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs053/1011153904571/archive/1102307111063.html#article8
http://www.zoomvacations.com/
http://www.zoomvacations.com/southafrica.htm


Featured Travel Gadget: The HP Mini 1000 Netbook
At $399, the HP Mini 1000
is a sweet on-the-go
companion for the ultra-
mobile traveler.

Equipped with either an
8.9 or 10.2 inch diagonal
display, weighing in at
only 2.25 pounds, and a
nearly full sized keyboard,
the HP really is a
conveniently affordable
portable computer that
operates just about all the same functions as pricier laptops.

Read more at gaygadget.com

Zoom South Africa Photos
Upon arrival in South Africa, we
spent four nights in Cape Town,
three nights in Kruger National
Park, one night in Johannesburg,
and two nights in Victoria Falls.

We had fantastic sightings during
our safari, impeccable
accommodations, and truly
spectacular meals and excursions.

Our goal was to make our travelers fall in love with South
Africa.

View the photos

The Votes are in, and Zoom Vacations Won
The readers of Out Traveler
Magazine chose Zoom Vacations as
favorite small all-gay tour operator
for the second year in a row.
Results were recently published in
the winter 2008 issue of Out
Traveler Magazine as well as online.

"Hearty congratulations to all our winners," said Ed Salvato,
Editor in Chief of The Out Traveler and OutTraveler.com.
"This year we more than doubled the number of gay and
lesbian travelers who responded to our survey on
OutTraveler.com. This attests to the high quality of our 2008
winners."

Thank you to all of you who voted for Zoom Vacations. We
appreciate your continued support, and likewise we will
continually strive to provide the best GLBT travel
experiences.

View our other awards

to detail and true
customer service.

Zoom: Do you have a
favorite trip with Zoom?

George: I've loved them
all, so honestly there are
no favorites. Zoom does
a great job in selecting
and screening each trip
so one really can't go
wrong with any location.

Zoom: You were in Cape
Town, South Africa when
President Mbeki
resigned. What was that
like?

George: Honestly, if it
weren't for local papers
and the taxi drivers, I
doubt anyone traveling
would know it happened.
It made for good
conversation but
otherwise the country
operated as if it were
just another day.

Zoom: What did the
local South Africans
think about the
resignation?

George: They were
disappointed. They know
news such as this
doesn't look good in the
international press but
felt that if there were
truth in the alleged
corruption charges, that
his departure was
warranted.

Zoom: What were the
highlights of your trip?

George: Wow, so many.
Hearing the history of
SA through our local
Guide, Tim. He offered
great insight and humor
along the way. The food
in SA was really world
class. Cape Town has

http://www.gaygadget.com/hp-mini-1000-netbook/
http://www.kodakgallery.com/Slideshow.jsp?mode=fromshare&Uc=rpyjfap.3s5o9net&Uy=x187q0&Ux=0
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Zooming with Joel
You ask the question, he'll provide
the answer!

Our Chief Travel Officer, Joel Cabrera, gets
a number of travel-related questions every
week. Email your travel question to Joel,
and your question may be featured in the
newsletter. Joel answers those travel
questions that have kept you in a quandary
for far too long.

Question:

Steve from New York City asks, "Given the state of the
international financial markets, how is the value of the U.S.
dollar being affected in relation to other currencies and
where should I be traveling to get the most bang out of my
buck?"

Answer:

Dear Steve

Dear Steve, Yours is a very timely and excellent question.
Fortunately, the US Dollar is gaining strength in many parts
of the world, including Brazil, Argentina, Australia, South
Africa and even Europe. While you may not see an
immediate reduction in fixed prices that are tied to the US
Dollars, such as hotel prices and other services, the local
shopping and dining will offer you better bang for your US
Dollar. This means that you can buy locally made leather
goods at an even better deal in Buenos Aires; and you can
splurge on gourmet meals in places like Rio and Cape Town.

Of course, the current exchange rates could also swing the
opposite direction and the US Dollar could weaken. Look at
it this way, the extra US Dollar buying power abroad is
making up for the losses in our stock market portfolios. So
take advantage of the current fluctuations and take a trip
with Zoom Vacations.

Club Zoom
If you are new to Club
Zoom, here's the scoop.
You will receive
discounts and special
offers on many of your
favorite hotels, retail
outlets, and services
around the country! And
the best part is, it's free!
It is simply our way of saying, "thank you" for being a part
of Zoom Vacations.

Simply click on the link below to get the codes necessary to
redeem these offers.

dramatic scenery all
around. The excursion to
the Cape of Good Hope
was just lovely. The
safari portion of the trip
was so unique that we
couldn't help but take
tons of photos and
video. I'd have to say
my most favorite
highlight was sitting
literally on the edge of
Victoria Falls in the
Zambezi river.

Zoom: Safaris are often
spoken about as being
one of the most
incredible experiences
one can have. Did the
safari live up to your
expectations?

George: It exceeded
expectations. The hotel
staff, accommodations,
and location were all top
shelf.

Zoom: What surprised
you about South Africa?

George: Great
Question! How far the
country has progressed
with apartheid being
such a recent
component of its past.
Also the incredible
amount of variety in its
flora and fauna in a
relatively small area.
Everyone we
encountered spoke
English and a few other
languages as well. And
all the locals were tuned
into our US Presidential
election.

Read about Zoom's next
trip to southern Africa.

Quick Links...
Reserve Today

mailto:joel@zoomvacations.com
http://www.zoomvacations.com/southafrica.htm
http://www.zoomvacations.com/reservations.htm


RETAILERS

Allen Brothers (fine steaks)
Universal Gear (men's fashions)
David Barton Gym, in NYC, Miami, and Chicago!
NYC Restaurant: Paris Commune
Brazil Chic (men's fashions)

HOTELS

Chicago: The Amalfi Hotel
Dallas: The Melrose
LA: The Grafton on Sunset
NYC: The Tribeca Grand Hotel
NYC: The SoHo Grand Hotel
NYC: The Flatotel
San Francisco: The Hotel Monaco and the Serrano
South Beach: The Raleigh

Get the Codes

Check out our press
archive

Contact us

Planning a celebration in
another country? Click
here to see how we can
help

Testimonials

Tours at a glance

Watch our Zoom Video
(may take a minute to
come up)

A proud member of

Join our mailing list!
Join

email: bryan@zoomvacations.com
phone: 773.772.ZOOM (9666)
web: http://www.zoomvacations.com/
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