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Greetings!

Make sure you receive our emails. Please add
bryan@zoomvacations.com to your address book.

In this issue
Featured Traveler, Nati Shaked, of Israel
View Photos from Zoom's trip to Rio for Carnaval
Pre Flight Travel Tips
It's not too late to join us in Guatemala April 25-30,
2008!
Zooming with Joel
Club Zoom

View Photos from Zoom's trip to Rio for Carnaval
Carnaval in Rio is something
everyone should experience in
their lifetime. During this trip,
we went on several photo
"safaris", taking pictures of the
people and festive ambience
that is Carnaval!

Check out the fruits of our
labors. You'll also see several

photos of our special Zoom Events we create throughout the
city!

View the Photos

Pre Flight Travel Tips
As you get ready to take
your next international
flight, we would like to
remind you of a few steps
you can take to minimize
the chance of delaying
your travel. Most likely,
your travels will go
smoothly, but it never
hurts to take some
preliminary steps.

1. Take a look at your
tickets and make sure you
understand what day, time and airline you are flying. Don't
go by memory. It's a good idea to call the airline to make
sure there have not been any schedule changes to your
itinerary. Airlines make schedule changes on a regular basis

Featured
Traveler, Nati

Shaked, of Israel

Last month we promised
to feature Zoom Traveler
and winner of the 2007
Mr. Gay International
competition, Nati
Shaked, from Tel Aviv,
Israel. Nati was on our
last trip to Rio for New
Years, as well as our
side trip to Paraty.

What you first notice
about Nati is his
statuesque body and
Hollywood good looks. In
fact he kind of looks like
an Israeli Superman.
However, what you
remember about Nati is
his kind demeanor,
thoughtful disposition,
and inquisitive nature.

We had a lot of
questions about Nati, his
role as Mr. Gay
International, and of
course, travel. Read on
to hear what he had to
say!

Zoom: How did you
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to re-adjust flight times and flight numbers and this could
affect your travel.

2. Call the airline first thing in the morning of your travel
date to make sure your flight is on time. Even if the weather
looks good, flights could be delayed because of mechanical
issues. If your flight is delayed ask your airline to re-
accommodate you on the next available flight.

3. Sign up online for your airline automated flight status
update. You will receive a text or voicemail message
updating you on the status of your flight if the flight is
delayed or even if there is a gate change. We have
successfully used this service to keep us updated enroute to
the airport.

4. If your flight is delayed, consider calling the airline rather
just standing in a customer service line. The reservation
agent on the phone can reschedule you while the airport
agent issues your new ticket or boarding pass.

The key here is to think positively that all will go smoothly,
while keeping the above tools in place on the off chance that
you may have a hiccup.

It's not too late to join us in Guatemala April 25-30,
2008!

Zoom Vacations' exploration of
Guatemala gives you the best of
this incredible destination! Visit
unbelievable ancient ruins, explore
the romantic city of Antigua, taste
some of the world's best cuisine,
and more! Like always, this trip
features enough free time to relax
and do your own thing! Our five
night package is just $1699 per
person based on double occupancy
and includes domestic air to Tikal!

Contact our travel coordinator Lori
at 713-213-9666 to book your spot
on this amazing trip!

See all of the highlights of this
trip

Zooming with Joel
You ask the question, he'll provide the answer!

Our Chief Travel Officer, Joel Cabrera, gets a number of
travel-related questions every week. Email your travel
question to Joel, and your question may be featured in the
newsletter. Joel answers those travel questions that have
kept you in quandary for far too long.

Question:

become Mr. Gay
International?

Nati: In May 2006 I
participated in a
competition held in
Athens called Mr.
Medetraneo where 18
guys from Mediterranean
countries participated. I
won this competition,
Then I was suppose to
represent Israel in Mr.
Gay Europe however I
couldn't participate
because I was called to
my army service in
Lebanon during the war
in August 2006. The
producer of Mr. Gay
International was in this
competition and he
asked me to participate
in Mr. Gay International
in Palm Springs,
California 2006.

Zoom: What has been
the best thing about
being Mr. Gay
International?

Nati: The best thing was
to have the opportunity
to be able to represent
the gay and lesbian
community all over the
world and to advocate
for gay rights to try and
break the stereotype
gays have all over the
world and to show that
gays are as normal as
every other person.

Zoom: Have you been
able to travel a lot
because of it?

Nati: I traveled a lot and
was invited to many gay
events.

Zoom: You joined Zoom
Vacations on our trip to
Rio for New Years.
You've been to Rio
before, so what brought
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Martin from Tampa, Florida writes, "I retired
at 50 and am now ready to travel the world
with gay groups. I was looking at your site
and it seems to be very much what I am
looking for. However, it seems that your
company caters to only young and very
attractive men. Will I be out of place as a
more average looking and middle age gay
man? Thanks for your consideration and
time."

Answer:

Dear Martin, Thank you for your email. How wonderful that
you are retired and now can focus on travel! From the sound
of your email, the only difference between you and I is that
you are retired and I am still working! But I love what I do. I
personally lead many of our trips around the world and get
to spend time with our guest. While I would agree that we
have a lot of very attractive men on our trips, the perception
of external beauty is a very personal matter, and I tend to
focus on the inner personal qualities of our guests. I can tell
you that while our guests vary in age from 65 to 25, the
thing we seem to all have in common from trip to trip is that
we are very young at heart. When you get a group of gay
men together something special happens and we become a
family. Travel seems to bring out the best in each one of us.

Many of our guests become lifelong friends and future travel
companions and that is very gratifying for me to see. One of
the things I enjoy most about my work leading our trips is
the Zoom guests I get to meet on our trips. They come in all
shapes and sizes, looks, ages, from all walks of life, and all
parts of the word.

Zoom Vacations creates an environment where, no matter
who you are, you can feel comfortable and appreciated, and
where you can enjoy the location we are visiting while we
take care of all the details. I sincerely hope you can join us
on one of our great trips.

Club Zoom
If you are new to Club
Zoom, here's the scoop.
You will receive
discounts and special
offers on many of your
favorite hotels, retail
outlets, and services
around the country! And
the best part is, it's free!
It is simply our way of saying, "thank you" for being a part
of Zoom Vacations.

Simply click on the link below to get the codes necessary to
redeem these offers.

RETAILERS

you back?

Nati: I like the city
because of the positive
energy, the beautiful
amazing people, the
vibes in the street, the
beaches, and the
scenery.

Zoom: What did you like
about the trip with Zoom
Vacations?

Nati: I enjoyed the
events and the fact that
every thing was planned
to the last detail. I loved
the creativity of the
events. I made new
friends. It was great and
easy and everybody was
very friendly.

Zoom: What would you
tell someone considering
taking a Zoom Vacation?

Nati: I would tell anyone
considering taking a
Zoom Vacation to go for
it. It is an amazing
experience and it is the
best way to experience
the best of the place you
are visiting in the most
friendly, exclusive,
efficient way. I am
thinking about joining
Zoom for Carnaval next
year and the Mardi Gras
in Australia.

Check out our trip
calendar, and plan your
next vacation with
Zoom!

Quick Links...
Reserve Today

Check out our press
archive

Contact us

http://www.zoomvacations.com/calendar.htm
http://www.zoomvacations.com/reservations.htm
http://www.zoomvacations.com/pressroom.htm
http://www.zoomvacations.com/contactUs.htm


Allen Brothers (fine steaks)
Universal Gear (men's fashions)
David Barton Gym, in NYC, Miami, and Chicago!
NYC Restaurant: Paris Commune
Brazil Chic (men's fashions)

HOTELS

Chicago: The Amalfi Hotel
Dallas: The Melrose
LA: The Grafton on Sunset
NYC: The Tribeca Grand Hotel
NYC: The SoHo Grand Hotel
NYC: The Flatotel
San Francisco: The Hotel Monaco and the Serrano
South Beach: The Raleigh

SERVICES

Modern Habitat

Get the Codes

Planning a celebration in
another country? Click
here to see how we can
help

Testimonials

Tours at a glance

Watch our Zoom Video
(may take a minute to
come up)

A proud member of

Join our mailing list!
Join

email: bryan@zoomvacations.com
phone: 773.772.ZOOM (9666)
web: http://www.zoomvacations.com/
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