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Greetings!

Make sure you receive our emails. Please add
bryan@zoomvacations.com to your address book.
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Zoom Vacations to Appear on "Feast of Fools"
Podcast

June 5, 2008: Zoom Vacations'
Bryan Herb and Joel Cabrera are
featured on the hit podcast, Feast of
Fools.

The Feast of Fools podcast is a talk
show hosted by Fausto Fernós and
Marc Felion that features celebrity
guests, artists, musicians, actors
and members of the LGBT
community. The program is a

roundtable discussion of unusual news, social trends and
features cocktail recipes and interviews.

In this program, Bryan and Joel talk about the latest gay
travel trends, the current hot spots for gay travelers, and
the world's greatest gay beaches. You will also hear some of
their favorite travel tips.

Click here to visit the Feast of Fools website and listen to the
podcast. You can also access the show via Itunes if you have
Itunes installed on your computer. The hosts of the show,
Fausto and Marc, are hilarious, and the show is upbeat, fun,
and informative. Happy listening!

Hear the Podcast

Zoom's Sydney Mardi Gras trip Upgrades
Our trip last March to Sydney for Mardi Gras was fantastic,
and we had such an incredible group of travelers. At Zoom,
we always love to improve on a good thing, and keeping
with this idea, we have made some upgrades for next year's
trip, to truly put it over the top.

Featured
Traveler, Larry
Grusin of Los

Angeles

Larry Grusin is one of
the most down-to-earth
people you could ever
hope to meet, and he's
also one of the most
interesting, and a good
example of the type of
person you'll meet on on
a Zoom Vacation.

Larry grew up in a small
town in Alabama and
then moved to California
to attend UCLA. After
college he got a job in
the mailroom at William
Morris as a delivery boy.
However, his real
passion was writing, and
every night he would
come home and write
scripts. Just when he
became a Jr. Agent, he
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Last time we
surprised our guests
with VIP parade
viewing from the
Sydney Mardi Gras
Glamour Bar,
complete with a live
DJ, open bar, and
more. We are
definitely including
this in next year's
trip as well.

In addition to 6 nights at one of Sydney's finest 5 star
hotels, daily lavish breakfasts, our Zoom-divalicious tour of
Sydney, Harbor cruise, and more, next year's guests will
also get the following:

Evening cocktails every night, including an open bar
of fine Australian wine, champagne, beer, sushi, and
other appetizers--all complimentary!
Complimentary Internet
Complimentary Espresso Bar all day long

Don't spend next March in the cold, Mates! Join Zoom
Vacations for an incredible trip to Sydney for Mardi Gras!

Prices go up June 9th!

Read about our group trip to Sydney Mardi Gras

Vote for Your Favorite Photo
We know many of our past travelers
have taken some pretty amazing
photos on our trips. So in May,
Zoom Vacations held a photo
contest to find the best Zoom
Vacations photo.

To win, the photo has to be
beautiful, interesting, clear, and
vacation-oriented. Also, it has to tell
a story and it has to in some way
represent Zoom Vacations. We

received hundreds of spectacular photos, and deciding
hasn't been easy. In fact, it has been so difficult, that we
need your help to pick the winner!

Please go the following website,
www.zoomvacations.com/alumniphotocontes t.htm to view
the photos, and email bryan@zoo mvacations.com to cast
your vote! You must be a Club Zoom member to vote (if you
are on our e- mailing list, then you are a Club Zoom
Member).

The winning photo will be featured on our new brochure,
along with a caption citing the photographer. Plus, he or she
will receive a $250 gift certificate toward his or her next trip

sold a script which
enabled him to leave
William Morris and
pursue his passion full
time.

He got a job writing for
the hit television show,
Soap, and since then he
has written several other
sitcoms, made for TV
movies, and feature
films such as the 80s
sensation, Garbo Talks.
As interesting as his life
has been, there is one
thing he had been dying
to experience: Machu
Picchu. He joined Zoom
Vacations' trip, much to
the delight of his fellow
travelers.

Zoom: Why did you take
your first Zoom Vacation
to Peru? Are you glad
you did?

Larry: Peru was always
on my list of places to
visit: I love travel, but
being single, I did not
relish the thought of
traveling alone.
Someone mentioned
ZOOM to me: From my
first phone conversation
with Joel and Bryan, I
perceived friendliness,
professionalism, and a
warmth that got my
attention. I thought, if
they sound this good,
the tour has got to be
dynamite. It was: maybe
one of the greatest trips
I've ever taken, and I
have been a few places.

Zoom: How do you think
the trip would have been
different had you not
been with Zoom?

Larry: I had never done
a gay tour. I admit I
wondered what it would
be like. Would it be a
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with Zoom Vacations.

Thank you to everyone who submitted photos. We were
truly blown away by our talented travelers!

See the photos and vote

Featured Restaurant
Tucked away alongside a mountain
in South Africa's wine region of
Franschhoek, Zoom Vacations found
a gem that we have to pass on to
our Zoom Vision readers.

A tradition built tirelessly by three
generations, lunches at La Petite
Ferme Restaurant are legendary. A
feast of culinary delights that

beguile and entertain, the food reflects the creative energy
and raw talent of a dedicated staff combined with an
abundance of fresh local ingredients.

Bryan had one of the best lunches of his life at La Petite
Ferme Restaurant, and those of you who have been on a trip
with Bryan Know that he appreciates a good meal!

Another really special aspect of the restaurant is that their
on-site winery produces the wine that you will enjoy with
your meal, in perfect pairings. As one of the more intimate
wineries in the Cape Winelands, La Petite Ferme takes pride
in delicately hand-crafting its wines using time as its artisan,
with constant attention to detail.

Of course the wine and cuisine are sensational, but no
mention of La Petite Ferme Restaurant is complete without
mention of the sensational views of the valley of vineyards.

Guests on Zoom's trip to South Africa in September will
enjoy lunch at La Petite Ferme Restaurant during our day of
wine tasting in Wine Valley. We are sure it will be an
incredible dining experience, as always.

La Petite Ferme Restaurant is located at : Franschhoek Pass
Road, PO Box 55, Franschhoek, 7690. It is only about a 45
minute drive from Cape Town, so it is easy to do as a day
trip, and well worth it!

Read about Zoom's trip to South Africa in September

Zooming with Joel
You ask the question, he'll provide the answer!

Our Chief Travel Officer, Joel Cabrera, gets a number of
travel-related questions every week. Email your travel
question to Joel, and your question may be featured in the
newsletter. Joel answers those travel questions that have
kept you in a quandary for far too long.

clique? Would partners
only interact with their
own partners? Would
singles somehow be "left
out"? Would I like the
others? Would they like
me? By accident or by
plan, my group of about
25 was an exemplary
assemblage. Curious,
intelligent, and side
splittingly funny.

Zoom: What was your
favorite part of the trip?

Larry: Several things
made the trip a
wonderful experience for
me: everyone interacted
with everyone else and I
don't think anyone felt
"alone". Optional dinners
and lunches were
arranged by Joel and
Bryan, which was good
for those who don't like
eating alone. The
remoteness of the
mountainous areas gave
us a feeling of "family" -
- not to mention the
humor that flies back
and forth when you have
25 clever gay men in a
bus or train. There were
places Zoom took us --
one, a private
home/museum in Lima
with amazing artifacts--
that I haven't seen on
other tour itineraries: off
the beaten path
boutiques and cafes.

Zoom: What surprised
you about Peru?

Larry: No matter how
many photographs I
have seen of Machu
Picchu, nothing prepared
me for the visual and
deeply emotional
experience of seeing it
with my own eyes. And
Cusco was an
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Question:

Tom from Cincinnati writes, "Dear Joel, I
came across the Bump episode where Zoom
introduces Charlie to Paraty. It looks
amazing, and I can't believe I've never
heard of it! Is it really that safe? Is it hard
to get to?"

Answer:

Dear Tom, you have asked about one of our favorite places
in the world. When Bump approached us to lead them
through the best gay destinations in South America, Paraty
was a no-brainer.

As you saw in the show, Paraty's former mayor is openly
gay, and gay people definitely feel embraced. In fact, it's
more accurate to say that being yourself and being true to
who you are is embraced and encouraged.

You also probably saw a lot of footage of doors in town left
open and un-attended. This is really common in Paraty, and
Paraty really is that safe. It is a close-knit community, and
people look out for one another. There is an atmosphere of
trust and fellowship that is so refreshing. I think this is part
of the reason why our groups feel so relaxed and
comfortable the moment we arrive. It's hard to not feel
comfortable in a place where warm smiles abound at every
turn.

Getting to Paraty is easy. By land, it is four hours north of
Sao Paulo and 4 hours south of Rio de Janeiro. The drive
from Rio is especially beautiful! If you don't feel like driving,
Paraty is about 30 to 40 minutes from Rio via helicopter.

Of course when you take the Paraty add-on tour during our
trips to Rio for New Years or Carnaval, we organize a
fantastic party bus, with food, drinks, movies, music, and
lots of laughter all the way to Paraty and back. We really
make it a lot of fun.

Thanks for watching the show, and we hope to introduce
you to Paraty in person very soon!

Read about our next trip to Paraty!

Club Zoom
If you are new to Club
Zoom, here's the scoop.
You will receive
discounts and special
offers on many of your
favorite hotels, retail
outlets, and services
around the country! And
the best part is, it's free!
It is simply our way of saying, "thank you" for being a part

unexpected surprise... a
beautiful hill town, with
possibly the most
beautiful hotel I've ever
stayed in... The Hotel
Monasterio.

Zoom: You are joining
Zoom Vacations in
Buenos Aires, Iguacu
Falls and Rio de Janeiro
this November. Why did
you choose that trip?
What are you looking
forward to about it?

Larry: Peru whetted my
appetite for South
America: so it was a no-
brainer signing up with
Zoom again for
Argentina and Brazil this
fall. I'm not sure what
the best attribute was:
the trip itself, or the
group on it. Throughout,
there's a feeling of ease
and comfort.... nothing
to do but have fun while
they took care of every
logistical matter I can
think of.

Zoom: What qualities
would someone need to
possess in order to love
this trip?

Larry: Peru is
mountainous and a bit
rugged, and some of it
at high altitudes (not a
real problem for our
group, I'll say). To really
enjoy this trip, one
especially needs a sense
of adventure.... it's not
exactly Paris. For me,
the sense of
camaraderie alone made
it worthwhile.... having
never traveled in a
group of gay men, it
heightened my
conscience and sense of
self value.

Read about Zoom's next
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of Zoom Vacations.

Simply click on the link below to get the codes necessary to
redeem these offers.

RETAILERS

Allen Brothers (fine steaks)
Universal Gear (men's fashions)
David Barton Gym, in NYC, Miami, and Chicago!
NYC Restaurant: Paris Commune
Brazil Chic (men's fashions)

HOTELS

Chicago: The Amalfi Hotel
Dallas: The Melrose
LA: The Grafton on Sunset
NYC: The Tribeca Grand Hotel
NYC: The SoHo Grand Hotel
NYC: The Flatotel
San Francisco: The Hotel Monaco and the Serrano
South Beach: The Raleigh

SERVICES

Modern Habitat

Get the Codes

trip to Peru.

Quick Links...
Reserve Today

Check out our press
archive

Contact us

Planning a celebration in
another country? Click
here to see how we can
help

Testimonials

Tours at a glance

Watch our Zoom Video
(may take a minute to
come up)

A proud member of

Join our mailing list!
Join

email: bryan@zoomvacations.com
phone: 773.772.ZOOM (9666)
web: http://www.zoomvacations.com/

http://www.zoomvacations.com/ClubZoomCodes.htm
http://www.zoomvacations.com/peru.htm
http://www.zoomvacations.com/reservations.htm
http://www.zoomvacations.com/pressroom.htm
http://www.zoomvacations.com/contactUs.htm
http://www.zoomvacations.com/privateevents.htm
http://www.zoomvacations.com/testimonials.htm
http://www.zoomvacations.com/gaytours.htm
http://www.zoomvacations.com/ZoomForWeb.mov
mailto:bryan@zoomvacations.com
http://www.zoomvacations.com/

