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Greetings!

Make sure you receive our emails. Please add
bryan@zoomvacations.com to your address book.
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Zoom Vacations Featured in Out Traveler's, "Ten Trips
that will Change Your Life"

FROM THE FALL 2008 ISSUE OF THE
OUT TRAVELER

As the article states, "The
transformative nature of journeys
can be subtle or profound, but these
ten adventures may change the way
you feel about travel altogether,
with itineraries that provoke,
challenge, and dare you to come
back a different person."

The article starts with Zoom
Vacations' trip to Peru, where
guests enjoy an unparalleled

shaman ceremony in a minor temple of Machu Picchu.

James Park, a guest on a past Zoom Vacations trip to Peru
said, "It was a very unique experience that I never would
have done on my own. I didn't even know it was possible! It
was really meaningful, and it added that extra touch for
which Zoom is known. I would recommend this for anyone"

Zoom Vacations' next trip to Peru is November 22-29.
Currently, visitors can still access most of Machu Picchu, but
due to wear and tear this is changing. Now is the time to
experience this trip of a lifetime that can truly change your
life!

Read about our next trip to Peru

Featured Traveler
Updates

Over the years have
featured dozens of Zoom
alumni in our monthly e-
newsletter. It has given
us the chance to learn
things about our
travelers that didn't
come out on the trip,
and it has given you the
opportunity to learn
about the kind of people
who take our vacations.

So it begs the question,
"Where have they been
and where are they
now?". We took a
random sampling of our
past featured travelers
to update you on what
they have been doing
and where they've been
since they were
featured.

Brandon from
Washington, DC was
featured in our
December, 2006
newsletter, and had just
returned from Argentina
with Zoom. Brandon
joined our trip to Sydney
Mardi Gras, and he was
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Book Rio New Years or Carnaval Before Prices go up
July 15th
You've heard about its beautiful
beaches.

You've probably had a taste of its
cuisine.

And who hasn't heard of Rio's
famous celebrations?

Zoom Vacations invites you to
experience the magic of Rio de
Janeiro first-hand, with two
incredible, unforgettable vacations:
New Years and Carnaval.

We take our Rio very seriously, so that you can relax, have
the time of your life, and be as "un-serious" as possible.
Zoom Concierges are on-hand at all times to help you get
the most out of your stay. You experience exciting, exotic
Rio with the ease and comfort you would expect from a
place you've been before.

Book our trips to Rio for New Years or Carnaval before prices
increase on July 15th.

Read about our trips to Rio

Results from Zoom Vacations' Photo Contest
As you know, in May, Zoom
Vacations held a photo
contest to find the best
Zoom Vacations photo, and
last month we asked all of
you to vote for your favorite
photo.

The votes are in, and the
winning photo was taken by
Chicago's Richard Loos on a

recent Zoom Vacations trip to South Africa.

To win, the photo had to be beautiful, interesting, clear, and
vacation-oriented. Also, it had to tell a story and it had to in
some way represent Zoom Vacations. This photo certainly
captures all of the above.

The winning photo will be featured on our new brochure,
along with a caption citing Richard as the photographer.
Plus, he will receive a $250 gift certificate toward his next
trip with Zoom Vacations.

Thank you again to everyone who submitted photos and to
everyone who helped us pick the winner. We will have to do
this again sometime!

Read about our trip to South Africa, space available in

as much fun as ever! He
just celebrated a
birthday, so If you see
him out and about, be
sure to tell him, Happy
Birthday!"

Dan from Los Angeles
was featured in our
November 2006
newsletter. After several
of our trips to Rio and
several luxury yacht
trips with Zoom, Dan
joined our 2007 trip to
Amsterdam for Gay
Pride, and he is looking
forward to Zoom's luxury
Black Sea cruise this
August. He continues to
be as busy as ever, as
one of the best interior
designers in the country.

Sid from Miami was
featured in our
November, 2007
newsletter after he had
just returned from a trip
to South Africa that
Zoom Vacations has
created for him and his
friends. Sid first met
Zoom on our 2006 trip
to Peru. Work has kept
him very busy since the
trip, and he is finally
taking some time off to
go to China this August
(with Zoom's assistance,
of course).

Paul from Chicago was
featured in our
September, 2006
newsletter after he had
just returned from our
trip to Costa Rica. Since
then he came with us on
our trip to Buenos Aires
and Iguacu Falls last
November. Paul said that
the two trips offered
such different
experiences but were
equally fantastic. We
look forward to our next

http://www.zoomvacations.com/rionewyears.htm
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2009

Featured Restaurant, Cafe Felice in Rio de Janeiro
Restaurants do not have to be
expensive to be good, and Cafe
Felice in Rio de Janeiro is proof of
that. As soon as it opened, Cafe
Felice became an instant favorite of
our Zoom team, and we've been
bringing people there for years.

This may not be the place to go for
a high-end fabulous dinner, but it is
the perfect place to get delicious

sandwiches and fantastic ice cream, just a block from the
beach.

Get a spot on the small open front deck and people- watch
while dining on delicious, healthy cuisine.

Rua Gomes Carneiro, 30 - Ipanema

TEL: 2522-7749

Read about Zoom's trip to Rio for New Years

Zooming with Joel
You ask the question, he'll provide
the answer!

Our Chief Travel Officer, Joel Cabrera, gets
a number of travel-related questions every
week. Email your travel question to Joel,
and your question may be featured in the
newsletter. Joel answers those travel
questions that have kept you in a quandary
for far too long.

Question:

Jerry from Austin, Texas writes, "There is so much news
coming out about the US economy. Is this affecting how
people are traveling?"

Answer:

Dear Jerry, I think it is definitely affecting how people are
traveling, but they are still traveling, especially those in the
LGBT community. I think a lot of us feel the need for a
vacation more than ever.

I will say it is fascinating seeing how gas prices are affecting
every aspect of commerce. Even things you don't expect to
be more expensive suddenly are, and the reason seems to
always be "rising gas prices". Fortunately for guests on our
Zoom Vacations tours, we have not had to raise prices on
our trips even though our land transfers are affected.

adventure with Paul.

Richard, Shawn, and
Errick from Washington,
DC were featured in our
September, 2005
newsletter after joining
Zoom Vacations on our
trip to Amsterdam for
Gay Pride. Based on
Richard's
recommendation, his
boyfriend, Troy came on
our 2007 Amsterdam
Gay Pride trip. Richard
took a new job in DC
which has left him little
time for a vacation. Still,
he and Troy managed to
sneak away with us to
Rio for New Years and
liked it so much that
they are joining us for
Carnaval in 2009.

Mark from LA was
featured in our April,
2006 newsletter. He
joined us in Rio for New
Years, and shortly after
appeared on our Zoom
Video. In the featured
traveler article, he said
he wanted to go to
Costa Rica, and now he
is! Zoom Vacations
helped him find the
perfect house to rent for
the week.

Will from LA was
featured in our February,
2005 newsletter after
returning from our trip
to South Africa. Since
then, he has joined us in
Rio for Carnaval, our
luxury yacht trip to
Croatia, Guatemala, and
Sydney Gay and Lesbian
Mardi Gras. "Bryan and
Joel have always
managed to outdo
themselves," Will said,
"Each trip is even better
than the one before, if
that's even possible.

http://www.zoomvacations.com/southafrica.htm
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The bottom line is that no matter what is happening in the
world people need vacations. We all need time to recharge
our batteries, pursue our interests, and connect with the
world around us.

Many say that the LGBT community is largely a recession-
proof demographic, and while I can't say whether that is
true, I can say that we haven't seen a significant change in
our bookings.

We are fortunate that we have focused largely on Central
and South America, and our destinations continue to offer a
great value to US customers. Since our trips are offered in
US dollars, our trips are an incredible bargain for our
European travelers.

My advice is to keep traveling, and plan ahead! Air, hotels,
and tours are almost always much less expensive the further
ahead of time that you book.

Club Zoom
If you are new to Club
Zoom, here's the scoop.
You will receive
discounts and special
offers on many of your
favorite hotels, retail
outlets, and services
around the country! And
the best part is, it's free!
It is simply our way of saying, "thank you" for being a part
of Zoom Vacations.

Simply click on the link below to get the codes necessary to
redeem these offers.

RETAILERS

Allen Brothers (fine steaks)
Universal Gear (men's fashions)
David Barton Gym, in NYC, Miami, and Chicago!
NYC Restaurant: Paris Commune
Brazil Chic (men's fashions)

HOTELS

Chicago: The Amalfi Hotel
Dallas: The Melrose
LA: The Grafton on Sunset
NYC: The Tribeca Grand Hotel
NYC: The SoHo Grand Hotel
NYC: The Flatotel
San Francisco: The Hotel Monaco and the Serrano
South Beach: The Raleigh

SERVICES

Modern Habitat

They pick the most
fantastic
accommodations at the
best destinations the
world has to offer. Each
trip has offered events
and excursions that blew
me away, and I have
made new friends that I
keep in touch with to
this day."

Wayne from Palm
Springs was featured in
our August, 2007
newsletter after just
returning from our
luxury cruise along the
Amalfi Coast. Since
then, he joined us in
Australia for Sydney Gay
and Lesbian Mardi Gras,
and is coming back for
more pampering on our
luxury cruise to the
Black Sea this August. "I
love the cruises with
Zoom Vacations because
of the level of service,
attention, and gourmet
food," Wayne said, "The
fact that the drinks are
free doesn't hurt either. I
met two of my best
friends on these trips."

Carl and Peter from
Philadelphia were
featured in our February,
2007 newsletter after
joining us in Buenos
Aires and Iguacu Falls.
Since then, they took
our Amsterdam Gay
Pride and Sydney Gay
and Lesbian Mardi Gras
trips. Peter said, "I love
the trips with Zoom
Vacations because Zoom
makes us feel like we
are one happy family. I
have made some great
friends from all over the
world that I never would
have otherwise."



Get the Codes Quick Links...
Reserve Today

Check out our press
archive

Contact us

Planning a celebration in
another country? Click
here to see how we can
help

Testimonials

Tours at a glance

Watch our Zoom Video
(may take a minute to
come up)

A proud member of

Join our mailing list!
Join

email: bryan@zoomvacations.com
phone: 773.772.ZOOM (9666)
web: http://www.zoomvacations.com/
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