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Greetings!

Make sure you receive our emails. Please add
bryan@zoomvacations.com to your address book.
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View Photos from our January Trip to Paraty, Brazil
Paraty is a charming colonial
town south of Rio. It was
established in early 1600s
but was later lost in time.
Our group enjoyed the best
accommodations in town, a
day of island hopping on our
private schooner, plus an
incredible authentic Brazilian
cooking party at the home
of a famous Brazilian Chef.

The best way to describe this trip is through photos, and
while some photos just can't do justice to the experiences
we shared in Paraty, they will give you an idea of what the
trip was like.

One of the testimonials received after the trip:

This was our first group travel experience. Until now we
prefered just to travel by ourselves. The Zoom Trip to Rio
followed by Paraty has been absolutely fantastic. Your
organization was just perfect and all the highlights of this
trip were great. We really like your concept based on a nice
mixture of organized group activities and freetime for
ourselves. We'll certainly join in another Zoom Vacations
trip. Patrick and Alex, Brittany, France.

View the Photos

NYC Soiree at Paris Commune
New York City Zoom travelers from a variety of past trips got
the chance to reconnect at Zoom Vacations' alumni and

Featured
Traveler, Greg

Faulkner

You can try to find a
nicer guy than Zoom
traveler, Greg Faulkner,
but it would be tough.
We had the pleasure of
Greg's company during
our last trip to Rio and
Paraty, and he was so
much fun. Greg took
some time to share with
us his thoughts on
Paraty, Rio, gay travel,
and Zoom Vacations.
Zoom: How did this
experience with Zoom
compare to other gay
group vacations?

Greg: Far superior, it
was a wonderful
vacation that happens to
be gay, and full of hot
guys from all over the
world . . .what better
experience could it have
been than that.

Zoom: What surprised
you about Rio de Janeiro
and Paraty?
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friends event at Paris Commune
Restaurant in the West Village
January 13th.

The restaurant's beautiful Rouge
Wine Bar provided the perfect
intimate setting as we mingled, met
old and new friends, and dined on
delicious canapés and fine wine.
Guests also included our friends at
the South Africa and Sweden tourist
boards.

Paris Commune has been a great
supporter of the community for a
number of years, and it's a Zoom
favorite in NYC. Plus, it's co-owned
by one of our most loveable alums.
The next time you are in the West
Village, make a stop at Paris
Commune, located at: 99 Bank
Street (corner of Greenwich Street).
For reservations call 212 929-0509.

If you are interested in co-hosting a
Zoom Alumni event with Zoom
Vacations in your area please email
bryan@zoo mvacations.com.

www.pariscommune.net

Give your Valentine the Gift of Travel
In a recent survey of more than
1,000 Americans by Hilton Hotels
Corporation, people were asked
their idea of the ideal Valentine's
Day gift. It was no surprise to us
that 89 percent of those surveyed
responded "vacation trips."

More than half (59 percent)
responded that when they go on a
trip together they fall in love all
over again. With Zoom Vacations,
you'll also fall in love with the
destination. You can take advantage
of our regularly scheduled group
departures, or Zoom can create
something special for you and your
Valentine, virtually anywhere in the
world.

Please let us know if you would like to give a Zoom Vacation
for Valentines Day, and we will provide you with a beautiful
certificate to present on February 14th.

Plan your 2008 Travel schedule with Zoom Vacations

Greg: Rio is
breathtaking no matter
where one looks, even
the slums are beautiful.
At night they light up the
hills, and are just
magical. My biggest
surprise was the safety
of the trip. Everyone
prior to the trip
questioned me about
safety of Rio, and all
through the trip never
once did I feel unsafe or
insecure - even traveling
as a single.

I Loved Paraty! The
beauty and charm of
Paraty was incredible.
Next time I come back
to Brazil, I want to
spend some more time
in Paraty.

Zoom: What surprised
you about the trip with
Zoom in particular?

Greg: Details, Details,
Details. . . In my line of
work it is all about the
details for the care of
the resident, and I give
the guys of Zoom a five
star for service, style,
and details.

Zoom: Did you do any
shopping in Brazil? What
treasures did you bring
back?

Greg: I bought three
incredible paintings (2 in
Rio at the Sunday
Ipanema Artist show,
and 1 incredible painting
in Paraty). The paintings
bought in Rio were
purchased just a block
away from our hotel, in
a huge outdoor art
market. My favorite trip
purchase is the painting
bought in Paraty of two
gay guys with their
merging heads by Aecio
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February 26-March 3, 2008: Sy
dney Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras! 7
days from $2295. Just two spots
left!

April 25-30: Guatemala! 6 days
from $1699 if booked by February
6th. Includes inter-Guatemala Air!

May 1-6, 2008: C osta Rica! 6 Days
from $1699 if booked by February
6th.

July 31 to August , 2208:
Amsterdam Gay Pride! From $1499

August 23- 30, 2008: Black Sea
Luxury Yacht Cruise! All inclusive,
from just $4,699 per person. Sold
Out. Waitlist only.

September 20-30, 2008: South Africa, including a 5 star
safari, Cape Town, and Victoria Falls in Zambia! 11 days
from $6499. Two spots left.

October 17-26, 2008: India, including the world's finest
hotels! 10 days from $6999

November 7-14, 2008: B uenos Aires & Iguacu Falls! 7
Nights from $2299

November 22-29.: Thank sgiving in Peru! Including Lima,
Cuzco, Machu Picchu, and the Sacred Valley of the Incas. 8
days from only $4399 if booked by February 6th.

December 28, 2008 to January 2, 2009: Rio for New Years!
6 days from $2499 if booked by February 6th

Mr. Argentina Wins Mr. Gay International
Gay contestants from all over the world competed Sunday,
January 20th in Los Angeles for their chance to take home
the title of Mr. Gay International.

Contestants were judged on a number of criteria, adn from
the crowd's reaction, everyone's favorite was the swimsuit
competition. Zoom Alumn and celebrity, Charlie David was
one of the judges.

"The decision wasn't easy, trust me," Charlie said, "With
guys from the UK, Brazil, Venezuela, Sweden, Australia, and
more, it was hard to select a winner but in the end Mr.
Argentina came out on top."

Carlos Fabian Melia, Mr. Argentina, took home the title.

Last year's winner was Zoom Alum and Mr. Israel, Nati
Shaked. Nati was on our last trip to Rio for New Years. Be
sure to check out next month's Zoom Vision for an exclusive
interview with Nati.

Sarti.

Zoom: Did you make
new friends on the trip?
Was it easy to make
friends?

Greg: As a single
traveler, Zoom made it
so easy and comfortable
for me. I did not meet a
person on the trip I
could not call a friend.
The group was just the
right size, and by the
end of the first day
everyone knew
everyone. I can easily
say, I have made friends
through Zoom that I will
have for many years to
come.

Zoom: Any fun
experiences you would
like to share?

Greg: I had chosen the
Rio trip mainly, to
celebrate my birthday
and what an incredible
way to celebrate the
New Year and my
birthday all at the same
time. New Years, Hot
guys in Speedos, the
beach, and my birthday .
. .nothing could have
been better!

Zoom: Where is your
next trip with Zoom?
What are you looking
forward to about this
trip?

Greg: India, it should be
a trip unlike no other,
the adventure, the
drama, and experience.
After Rio with Zoom,
India with Zoom should
be over the top. I cannot
wait.

Read about Zoom's trip
to India in October, 2008
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Zooming with Joel
You ask the question, he'll provide
the answer!

Our Chief Travel Officer, Joel Cabrera, gets
a number of travel-related questions every
week. Email your travel question to Joel,
and your question may be featured in the
newsletter. Joel answers those travel
questions that have kept you in quandary
for far too long.

Question:

Guillermo from Miami asks, "I have been interested in
visting Guatemala for a long time. However, I have heard
that the country is not very stable and has some problems.
Is that the case?"

Answer:

Dear Guillermo, Guatemala is very safe, and has an
incredible tourism infrastructure. Our group trips enjoy
incredible 5 star hotels, excursions to Maya temples, tours
of an active volcano on horseback, hand picked guides, an
expert Zoom Concierge, gourmet cuisine every day, antique
shopping, and experiencing the vibrant gay nightlife and
visiting an upscale colonial town. We have a fantastic team
there that takes care of everyone.

Guatemala is a must see destination. If you have been to
Peru and enjoyed it, you will love Guatemala. The secret is
already out. Go there now before the masses arrive!

We love bringing our travelers to Guatemala because it
always surprises them. No one seems to expect Guatemala
to be as uniquely fabulous as it is.

Read about our trip to Guatemala!

Club Zoom
If you are new to Club
Zoom, here's the scoop.
You will receive
discounts and special
offers on many of your
favorite hotels, retail
outlets, and services
around the country! And
the best part is, it's free!
It is simply our way of saying, "thank you" for being a part
of Zoom Vacations.

Simply click on the link below to get the codes necessary to
redeem these offers.

RETAILERS

Quick Links...
Reserve Today

Check out our press
archive

Contact us

Planning a celebration in
another country? Click
here to see how we can
help

Testimonials

Tours at a glance

Watch our Zoom Video
(may take a minute to
come up)

A proud member of

Join our mailing list!
Join
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Allen Brothers (fine steaks)
Universal Gear (men's fashions)
David Barton Gym, in NYC, Miami, and Chicago!
NYC Restaurant: Paris Commune
Brazil Chic (men's fashions)

HOTELS

Chicago: The Amalfi Hotel
Dallas: The Melrose
LA: The Grafton on Sunset
NYC: The Tribeca Grand Hotel
NYC: The SoHo Grand Hotel
NYC: The Flatotel
San Francisco: The Hotel Monaco and the Serrano
South Beach: The Raleigh

SERVICES

Modern Habitat

Get the Codes

email: bryan@zoomvacations.com
phone: 773.772.ZOOM (9666)
web: http://www.zoomvacations.com/
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