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Greetings!

Make sure you receive our emails. Please add
bryan@zoomvacations.com to your address book.
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The Gift of Travel
As you ponder what to give those
closest to you who seem to "have
everything", consider a spectacular
Zoom Vacation to a place they've
never been, or long to return to.

Zoom Vacations offers gift
certificates in various
denominations. Plus, Zoom
Vacations will include a stylish
leather Zoom document holder with
the gift certificate for your loved

one!

Contact bryan@zoom vacations.com to help get you what
you need to make this gift of travel really wow your loved
one!

Email us to get started.

Featured Travel Gadget: The Pocketsize HD Video
Recorder
The new MinoHD does exactly what its name
implies, recording 720p footage-up to 60
minutes worth-on a 4GB flash drive. They're
touting it as the world's smallest HD video
camera. Check it out at Gaygadget.com

Featured
Traveler, Steven
from New York

Steven came on his
Zoom Vacation to
Argentina with a two-
pronged mission: to get
the most out of his trip
and to make as many
friends as possible along
the way. By all accounts,
he completed his
mission and perhaps
even earned some extra
credit, if that's possible.

Zoom: What made you
decide to take this trip
with Zoom Vacations?

Steven: I recently
ended a long-term
relationship and wanted
to get away. I've always
wanted to visit South
America and while doing
some research came
upon Zoom Vacation's
trip to Buenos Aires,
Iguacu Falls and Rio. My
plan was to take a trip
by myself (I love my
friends but was looking
to do something on my
own after the "divorce").
The group tour provided
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Zoom Argentina Photos
The Good Weather Gods continued
to be on our side, as they have on
our past Argentina trips. The
jacaranda trees were in bloom all
over Buenos Aires, and Iguacu Falls
was more powerful and majestic
than ever.

We toured, partied, dined in the
best restaurants, shopped, learned tango, saw the best
tango show in the city, got refreshingly soaking wet in
Iguacu Falls, and more on this tour.

View the photos

Our Thanksgiving e-greeting Photo
After we sent our recent
Thanksgiving Day e-
greeting, we received a
number of emails inquiring
about the photo that was
displayed on the email.

The photo was taken by Joel
Cabrera on our recent Zoom
trip to southern Africa. He
took the photo just before a
fantastic lunch at our five star safari lodge in Kruger
National Park. The elephants in the background would often
come right up to the lodge, and sometimes actually onto the
lodge property!

During our game drives, we saw rhinos, leopards, lions,
giraffes, zebras, elephants, and more. However, what was
perhaps most amazing was the amount of wildlife that could
be seen while not even leaving the lodge!

Read about next year's trip to southern Africa

Rio de Janeiro: Three World Records and Wonders
You Must See for Yourself

As if there weren't enough reasons
to come to Rio de Janeiro over the
holidays with Zoom Vacations, here
are three big ones you've just got to
see for yourself!

1. Rio de Janeiro owns the world
record for the Biggest New Year's

Party. Every year more than four million people spend New
Years on the beaches of Rio de Janeiro. Fireworks ignite the
sky, and all around are sun-kissed Brazilians and Brazil-
loving travelers, dressed in white, with flowers in hand to
offer to the Sea Goddess, Yemanja. Legend has it that if you
walk into the ocean at midnight and offer a flower to
Yemanja, she will cleanse your sins for the past year.

the perfect opportunity
to take the trip as a
single traveler while at
the same time being
part of a group.

Zoom: What was the
highlight of your trip?

Steven: Honestly, there
were many high points -
however, the highlight of
the trip was visiting
Iguacu Falls. I had
pulled up photos online
and knew the falls were
gorgeous. However,
having the opportunity
to experience the falls
up close was truly awe-
inspiring! Although I am
not a religious person,
touring the falls (both on
foot and by boat) was
truly a transcendent
experience. I stood on
the catwalk above
Devil's Throat and knew
I was standing at one of
the most amazing places
in the world - something
created with divine
inspiration!

Zoom: How did you like
Zoom's hotel choices?

Steven: The hotel
choices were spot on!
The Axel Hotel in Buenos
Aires was my favorite.
What's not to like about
the pool-side showers or
the glass bottom pool on
the fifth floor that can be
seen from the lobby?!
And the hotel staff was
exceptionally gracious -
Conrado and Sebastian
win my vote for being
most attractive--I mean
most attentive!

Zoom: You got to
experience both Rio and
Buenos Aires on this
Zoom Vacation. How
would you compare the
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2. Rio is the only place in the world that can boast having
one of the Seven Natural Wonders of the World as well as
one of the New Seven Wonders of the World. Rio's
Guanabara Bay is often described as a perfect bay, as the
surface is almost like looking at a sheet of glass. For years,
the Christ the Redeemer Statue on Corcovado Mountain has
inspired and moved both visitors and locals alike. There's
nothing like seeing this incredible wonder with your own
eyes.

3. One of Rio's most incredible attractions over the holidays
is its humungous floating Christmas tree, located in Rio's
Rodrigo de Freitas lagoon in the center of the city. Every
year, the tree is constructed by Brazil's largest insurance
company, which hires around 1,200 workers to assemble the
tree. At 85 meters high, with almost three million lights, the
tree is listed in the Guinness Book of Records as the world's
largest floating Christmas tree.

In comparison, the Christmas tree in New York's Rockefeller
Center is 22 meters tall and has 30,000 lights, although it is
a real Norwegian spruce.

From our hotel in Rio, one can see all of these at once, with
the exception of Guanabara Bay (but you will pass the Bay
on your way to the hotel from the International airport).

Join us for New Years or Carnaval, and see why we are in
love with the Cidade Maravilhosa (Marvelous City).

Read about Zoom's trip to Rio for New Years

Zooming with Joel
You ask the question, he'll provide
the answer!

Our Chief Travel Officer, Joel Cabrera, gets
a number of travel-related questions every
week. Email your travel question to Joel,
and your question may be featured in the
newsletter. Joel answers those travel
questions that have kept you in a quandary
for far too long.

Question:

James from Atlanta asks, "Having just returned from my trip
with Zoom Vacations, I was happy, and a bit relieved, that
my fellow Zoom travelers were so cool. I am kind of curious,
is everyone on a Zoom trip always so "normal" and
interesting?"

Answer:

Dear James,

We certainly get an eclectic group of guests from around the
world and from different backgrounds. The biggest thing

two cities?

Steven: I loved both
cities! I found the people
to be exceptionally
friendly and willing to
help with any questions.
To me, Buenos Aires was
a place you could spend
a full week visiting
museums, churches,
touring beautiful historic
buildings, shopping,
eating the most delicious
steak and imbibing in
the local wines! Rio was
more of a lifestyle - I
could (O.K., I will) go
back to Rio and sit on
Ipanema Beach for a
whole week drinking
caipirinha's and taking in
the sights - simply
beautiful!

Zoom: What surprised
you about Buenos Aires,
Iguacu Falls, and Rio de
Janeiro?

Steven: In Buenos Aires
I was surprised that the
ethos of the city was
palpably European.
Iguacu Falls surprised
me by its magnitude and
raw natural beauty. And
Rio surprisingly stole my
heart.

Zoom: You came as a
single traveler, did you
find it easy to make
friends on the trip?

Steven: I will admit that
I had slight trepidation
about going on the trip
solo. Though it was by
choice to take a vacation
without my friends, I
quickly realized I was
making this journey not
just with fellow travelers
but with new friends.
The bonds of friendship
formed on this journey
will last well beyond the
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they all have in common is a young-at- heart spirit and the
desire to have the time of their life! They work hard at their
professions and since many have very little vacation time,
they are determined to make the most of it. They make an
effort with everyone, and always manage to show their best
qualities under all circumstances. Vacations just bring out
the best in people.

From our side, Zoom does everything possible on our trips
to make sure you have a well organized, culturally
interesting, carefree vacation. On a Zoom Vacation, your
journey will be peppered with delightful surprises that take
different forms. You deserve it and are worth it!

It seems these days that many of us are working harder
than ever. I think the silver lining is that it makes people
value and appreciate a great vacation even more, and it
encourages our guests to do their part to make sure that the
vacation is fantastic for everyone.

Club Zoom
If you are new to Club
Zoom, here's the scoop.
You will receive
discounts and special
offers on many of your
favorite hotels, retail
outlets, and services
around the country! And
the best part is, it's free!
It is simply our way of saying, "thank you" for being a part
of Zoom Vacations.

Simply click on the link below to get the codes necessary to
redeem these offers.

RETAILERS

Allen Brothers (fine steaks)
Universal Gear (men's fashions)
David Barton Gym, in NYC, Miami, and Chicago!
NYC Restaurant: Paris Commune
Brazil Chic (men's fashions)

HOTELS

Chicago: The Amalfi Hotel
Dallas: The Melrose
LA: The Grafton on Sunset
NYC: The Tribeca Grand Hotel
NYC: The SoHo Grand Hotel
NYC: The Flatotel
San Francisco: The Hotel Monaco and the Serrano
South Beach: The Raleigh

Get the Codes

trip!

Zoom: Would you take
another trip with Zoom
Vacations? If so, where?

Steven: Without
reservation (period).
From my arrival in
Buenos Aires to the
departing gate in Rio, I
was consistently
impressed that all of the
travel details (big and
small) were taken care
of by Zoom Vacations.
The itinerary was well
planned and provided a
broad range of activities
to experience each city
and Iguacu Falls. I would
love to go to Africa on
my next Zoom Vacation.

Read about Zoom's next
trip to Argentina.

Quick Links...
Reserve Today

Check out our press
archive

Contact us

Planning a celebration in
another country? Click
here to see how we can
help

Testimonials

Tours at a glance

Watch our Zoom Video
(may take a minute to
come up)
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Join our mailing list!
Join

email: bryan@zoomvacations.com
phone: 773.772.ZOOM (9666)
web: http://www.zoomvacations.com/
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