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Greetings!

Make sure you receive our emails. Please add
bryan@zoomvacations.com to your address book.
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Alegria in Rio
Zoom Vacations has once
again been named the
Official travel provider for
New York City's Alegria in
Rio over the New Years
Holiday.

Alegria is the hottest dance
event in New York City,
attracting gay people from

all over the world to dance to the best music in a fun,
sensual environment.

If you have loved Alegria in NYC, you will be blown away by
the production in Rio de Janeiro. Plus, Zoom Vacations
founders Bryan Herb and Joel Cabrera are with you to make
sure that your vacation is nothing short of spectacular.

Read more about this trip.

Amsterdam Gay Pride "Home Movie"
As promised in last month's newsletter, here are more
images from Zoom's trip to Amsterdam for Gay Pride this
summer. They're more than just images, they're our "home
movie" placed on Youtube.com!

You'll see the parade as well as a few scenes from our bike
ride to the countryside and our night out at the famous
Supperclub. Plus, you'll see this month's featured traveler,
Troy Patterson in action!

Watch the video

Featured
Traveler: Troy
Patterson of

Washington DC

Two years ago, Troy's
boyfriend Richard joined
Zoom Vacations' trip to
Amsterdam for Gay
Pride. This year it was
Troy's turn! He and his
friend Monte tore it up in
Amsterdam, and their
upbeat energy was the
delight to all who met
them.

Troy is a real estate
consultant for Brandon
Green and Associates in
DC, and he squeezed in
a quick interview with us
to talk about travel.

Why is travel a
part of your life?

Troy: I love the chance
to visit new places and
meet people from
different cultures. I love
seeing the architecture
and trying new foods.
Being able to see how
other people live is a
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Top 5 destinations to hold an international
celebration

Zoom Vacations
creates private
vacations and events
all over the world,
such as weddings,
anniversaries,
corporate events,
and especially
birthday milestones,
such as 40th or 50th
birthdays. While
each event is created
according to our
guests' interests and

to any destination they choose, the following destinations
are our top 5 favorite places to hold an international
celebration.

Costa Rica- Main Benefit: eco-tourism provides active
experiences that bond and unite your group.

Mykonos- Main Benefit: This gorgeous gay-friendly island
enjoys wonderful weather in an exotic sun- kissed
atmosphere.

South Africa- Main Benefit: By doing a safari as well as
visiting Cape Town, you get the spiritual, luxurious,
meaningful experience that only a safari can offer, combined
with the urban, chic, nightlife-rich environment of Cape
Town.

Buenos Aires- Main Benefit: You can get a lot for your
money while enjoying the some of the world's best food,
wine, culture, and nightlife. There is really something for
everyone.

Puerto Vallarta: Main Benefit: This beautiful seaside town is
becoming increasingly gay, and renting a large home with
friends is very popular.

unique opportunity for
me and something I
treasure.

How does
traveling relate to
your career?

Troy: I have to stop
myself from spending
half my vacation
checking out home
prices where we travel.
Richard has to remind
me that its about
relaxing and letting go of
the office.

How does
traveling inspire
you?

Troy: It's a chance to
recharge and remind
myself why I work so
hard. I consider
traveling one of the
rewards for reaching my
personal goals.

Why did you take
the trip with Zoom
Vacations?

Troy: We found Zoom
online a couple of years
ago and my partner
Richard, and his friends
loved their trip to
Amsterdam. We then
had them plan our trip
to Costa Rica which was
the most amazing
experience. Every leg of
the trip was meticulously
planned and the level of
service was top notch.
Whenever we travel now
we try to use Bryan and
Joel to plan "the event".

What did you like
about the trip with
Zoom Vacations?

Troy: Everything is
always so well planned
and the care Zoom takes



Whenever the time comes for you to take a private vacation,
contact Zoom Vacations and we'll make your wildest dreams
a reality.

Read more about our private event services.

Buenos Aires, One of the World's Preeminent Gay Hot
Spots
Gay tango classes and
same-sex unions may not be
mentioned in every
guidebook, but such
attractions have turned
Buenos Aires into an
international gay hot spot.

Buenos Aires abounds with
Gay bars and bistros, and it
is not uncommon to see gay
people holding hands or
embracing on the city
streets. The city is also
becoming increasingly
cosmopolitan, and walking
down the street one will hear many different languages
spoken.

In addition, Buenos Aires offers sensational dining, fine
wines, stylish hotels, incredible architecture, vibrant
nightlife, and some of the best shopping in the world (all
things that most gay travelers appreciate and seek out for
our vacations).

Zoom Vacations' trip to Buenos Aires in November gives you
the chance to experience everything that has made Buenos
Aires into a thriving gay destination. You'll stay in one of the
newest 5 star hotels, enjoy the best tango show in the city,
make new friends on our nights out on the town, and much
more!

Come with us! This trip is escorted by Zoom Vacations co-
founder, Bryan Herb.

Read more about our trip to Buenos Aires.

Zooming with Joel
You ask the question, he'll provide
the answer!

Our Chief Travel Officer, Joel Cabrera, gets
a number of travel-related questions every
week. Email your travel question to Joel,
and your question may be featured in the
newsletter. Joel answers those travel
questions that have kept you in quandary
for far too long.

Question:

is over the top to make
sure it is an experience
and not just a vacation.

What do you like
about traveling as
part of a gay
group?

Troy: This was my first
time traveling as part of
a gay group. I found
everyone to be fun and
eager to meet new
people. There were a
variety of ages,
backgrounds, and
locales that made it
interesting to find out
about these new people.
Many I feel will be
friends for life and we've
already begun to keep in
touch.

Will you be taking
another trip with
Zoom Vacations?
If so, to where?

Troy: Hell Yeah!!! We've
already got our
reservation to Rio for
New Years 2008!

What was your
favorite part of the
trip?

Troy: Zoom Vacations'
private boat ride and
party during the Gay
Pride Parade was
amazing. It was so much
fun and the staff kept us
plied with champagne.
We had a perfect view of
the parade and were
able to meet so many of
the people that came
from around the world.

How would a
vacation to
Amsterdam have
been different had
you not traveled
with Zoom?
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Kris from NYC asks: " I have a lot of frequent flier miles and
can never seem to be able to use them for travel. Therefore,
I don't travel as much as I'd like to. What can I do to
increase my chances of finding availability for an upgrade or
a free ticket?"

Answer:

Kris, you should not allow your miles to hold you hostage.
There World is a beautiful place and the experiences and
people you will enjoy from traveling are worth more than
the cost of an airline ticket or getting an upgrade. I never
use miles for airline tickets. I always look for the best
upgradeable fare and if the upgrade is not available, I put
myself on the waitlist and hope for the best. Nine of 10
times the upgrade comes through. However, if you do have
miles, it's definitely worth calling the airline to see if you can
use them.

Here are my top 6 tips for using miles:

1. Plan ahead: call the airline at least 330 days before you
want to travel. I know, it's tough for some people to plan
that far out but that's what travel insurance is for -
unforeseen circumstances.

2. Do your homework: before you call the main airline, look
on their website for their partner airlines and check to see if
the partner airline flies to your destination and if an award is
offered for your destination, and what are the terms of the
award.

3. Don't assume: Airline frequent flyer programs and credit
card airline mileage programs change often and so airline
routes. Don't assume the airline agent is keeping up with all
the changes. Do your homework before calling.

4. Use half as much: If you don't have a lot of miles to use
or if space is not available for an entire trip, try using a local
award. For example, if you have American miles, you can
get amazing awards from Europe to India (60,000 in
Business Class) and Europe to South Africa (75,000 in
Business Class) which are longer flights than most flights
from the US to Europe. You can buy a cheap ticket to Europe
and then use a mileage ticket to India or South Africa on
various airlines.

5. Get creative: Ask the airline agent to look for space on
partner airlines if there is no space available on the main
airline. Also, try flying in or out a day earlier or later than
the trip dates.

6. Keep it active: Make sure your mileage account is not
dormant for a long period of time. Most airlines' miles expire
if there has been no activity on your account for a given
period of time. Hotel stays, car rental, credit activity all
count to keep the account active.

Troy: We wouldn't have
known where to go and
when to be there. Most
importantly, Zoom has a
great network of
partners around the
world to make sure that
your time is carefree.
And each seems to have
as strong a commitment
to service that Bryan
and Joel have.

Anything else you
would like to add?

Troy: I grew up in a
small town in North
Carolina and very few
people had traveled
outside the state much
less the country. I have
been able to travel to
places I read about as a
teenager and meet so
many people and make
friends from different
cultures. I think
traveling outside the US
provides you a different
perspective on the world
and a better
understanding of who
you are and your place
in the world. Sounds
sappy but its true. As a
gay person its a chance
to see that not all
cultures are as closed
minded as others and
you can be yourself and
be with whomever you
want without the
constant judgment that
you can get here in the
U.S.

You can meet Troy
and Richard on Zoom
Vacations' trip to Rio
for New Years!

Read about our trip to
Rio for New Years

Quick Links...
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Club Zoom
If you are new to Club
Zoom, here's the scoop.
You will receive
discounts and special
offers on many of your
favorite hotels, retail
outlets, and services
around the country! And
the best part is, it's free!
It is simply our way of saying, "thank you" for being a part
of Zoom Vacations.

Simply click on the link below to get the codes necessary to
redeem these offers.

RETAILERS

Allen Brothers (fine steaks)
Universal Gear (men's fashions)
David Barton Gym, in NYC, Miami, and Chicago!
NYC Restaurant: Paris Commune
Brazil Chic (men's fashions)

HOTELS

Chicago: The Amalfi Hotel
Dallas: The Melrose
LA: The Grafton on Sunset
NYC: The Tribeca Grand Hotel
NYC: The SoHo Grand Hotel
NYC: The Flatotel
San Francisco: The Hotel Monaco and the Serrano
South Beach: The Raleigh

SERVICES

Modern Habitat

Get the Codes

Reserve Today

Check out our press
archive

Contact us

Planning a celebration in
another country? Click
here to see how we can
help

Testimonials

Tours at a glance

View our special Market
Days Chicago Hotel Offer!

Watch our Zoom Video
(may take a minute to
come up)

A proud member of

Join our mailing list!
Join

email: bryan@zoomvacations.com
phone: 773.772.ZOOM (9666)
web: http://www.zoomvacations.com/
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