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Greetings!

Make sure you receive our emails. Please add
bryan@zoomvacations.com to your address book.
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Rio New Years Prices Raise October 15th
If you are
considering going to
Rio for New Years or
Carnaval, wait no
further prices are
going up October
15th, and flights to
Rio also get more
and more expensive
the closer we get to
the departure dates.

Rio de Janeiro is the
hottest destination
for gay travelers,

and if you've been there before, you know why. If you
haven't, it's time you found out! Zoom Vacations will make
sure you do it the right way, with over-the-top events, the
best hotel, cultural options, and so much more. Come find
out what everyone's talking about.

Currently, Zoom Vacations has an amazing air deal for New
Years and Carnaval for only $999 on TAM Brazilian Airlines.
These spots are limited, and there are only a few left.

Every year we have travelers who wait too long, and pay
more for flights and the trip than they should. Call or email
today! Looking forward to Rio is the perfect thing to get you
through to the end of the year!

Read more about this trip.

International Restaurant Pick of the Month

Featured
Traveler: Bill

Pullen of
Washington DC

When a Zoom Alum
hired Zoom to create an
over-the- top custom
trip to South Africa for
him and some of his
best friends, we dove
into the project
immediately. As is often
the case, the best part
about this trip for us was
meeting the amazing
guests he had invited.
One of these guests was
Bill Pullen, a life coach
living in DC.

In addition to breaking
hearts all throughout
South Africa, Bill's
introspective comments
and input throughout the
trip helped make the
experience even more
meaningful for his fellow
travelers. Bill took some
time to talk to us about
the role of travel in his
own life, and in the lives
of others.

Bryan from Zoom:
What do you like about
traveling?
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If you are dining
outside next to a
1,600 year old ruin,
enjoying mouth-
watering, healthy
dishes created with
the freshest
ingredients, where
are you? Greece?
Italy? It may
surprise you that we
are referring to
Huaca Puclana Restaurant in Lima, Peru.

Guests at this upscale restaurant in Lima devour fusion
cuisine while enjoying views of a pre- columbian Pyramid,
built by Lima's first residents.

The restaurant is designed in a rustic colonial style and the
pyramid is lit up at night making outdoor dining a must.

As beautiful as this restaurant and its setting is, Locals in-
the-know come back for the amazing cuisine, which includes
dishes such as causitas pucllana (balls of mashed potatoes
with shrimp and avocado), crayfish chowder, and grilled
artichoke salad just to name a few.

During Zoom's trips to Peru, Huaca Puclana is a consistent
favorite of our travelers.

Located at: General Borgoño, Block 8 (Huaca Pucllana),
Miraflores, Miraflores

Read about our trip to Peru in 2008. (2007 is sold out)

Zoom Vacations Live Auction Item Raises $39,000 for
HRC

Zoom has donated a private,
customized vacation for the past four
years to the HRC National Dinner.
This year's donation was an over-

the-top vacation for two to South Africa, including the
country's best hotels, unparalled tours, a private jet trip and
more, which ultimately went for $39,000!

Zoom Vacations has a strong committment to giving back to
our community, and we will continue to do so whenever
possible. We are thrilled that this donation raised so much
for HRC!

Read more about the event

Rio Versus Buenos Aires
One question we get asked a lot is whether we prefer Rio de
Janeiro or Buenos Aires. They both offer so much, and they
are both quite different. We definitely prefer one over the
other, but our preference changes bases on the time of year,
and what we're in the mood for.

Bill: Traveling, especially
internationally, gives me
a chance to step out of
my normal routine and
look at things - myself,
my life, my work, my
friendships - from a new
perspective. When I step
outside myself this way,
I learn and grow.

I love the adventure of
exploring new places
and meeting new
people. I love learning
new things and seeing
the world through the
eyes of different people.
On this most recent trip
to Africa my favorite
moments involved
connecting with people
whether it was the kids
at the village, the
various rangers and tour
guides, the dancers from
the various groups we
danced with or the
actress/play write, event
producer, or club owner
we met in Cape Town.

There are so many
beautiful places in the
world, I love seeing the
scenery and taking in
some of the
breathtaking sites
around the world. I get
goose bumps when I
think about the morning
I walked out to watch
the sunrise over Victoria
Falls, or the view of the
gorge in Kruger National
Park, or the clouds
rolling in as the sun set
in Cape Town.

Bryan from Zoom: You
mention the kids in the
African village we
visited, and I have to
say that one of my
favorite moments was
watching you interact
with them. What about
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Fall and Spring in South America are
fantastic times to Visit Buenos
Aires. The Jacaranda trees are in
bloom all over the city in November,
and the weather is perfect for
Argentineans to sport the latest
fashions. Outdoor restaurant
terraces open, and the city feels
alive. It's the perfect time to be
there, and few locals leave the city
in the Spring and Fall because of
this.

Buenos Aires is a busy urban city,
not a beach city like Rio, and many
locals, especially those of the gay
community choose their summer
months to leave the city on
Vacation. Where do a lot of them go? Rio!

Especially during New Years and Carnival, Rio is incredibly
popular. In the hottest months, Rio feels like a large beach
town. It is sultry and sexy, and while Rio also has great
fashion, you'll find that most people will be wearing very
little. In casual but nice restaurants, people may be sitting
around you wearing nothing more than bikinis.

When travelers have flexible dates and they can't decide
between Rio and Buenos Aires, we always ask people where
their interests lie. While both cities are beautiful, cultural,
and gay-friendly each city excels in different areas.

If you are most interested in fashion, architecture, food,
antiques, or shopping, then I would recommend Buenos
Aires.

If you desire the beach, outdoor recreation, and natural
beauty, then definitely head to Rio. Rio de Janeiro is also the
only city in the world that has one of the Seven Natural
Wonders, Guanabana Bay and one of the New Seven
Wonders of the World, the Christo Redento (Christ the
Redeemer) Statue, which stands watch over this magnificent
city.

Rio may be a little more casual than Buenos Aires, which
can sometimes feel more formal in attitude and attire.

While we can't think of anyone who wouldn't enjoy either of
these sensational cities, your choice should depend on the
time of year you are traveling, and whether you want a
more urban-sophisticated or urban-beach vacation.

Read more about our trip to Buenos Aires in 2008.
(2007 is sold out)

Zooming with Joel
You ask the question, he'll provide the answer!

that particular
experience really moved
you?

Bill: I was moved by
how easily we connected
when we couldn't speak
the same language. We
connected through
laughter and smiles,
words weren't
necessary. I also loved
the children's energy
and how it brought out
my child like side.

Bryan from Zoom: You
have a really interesting
job, how does traveling
affect or relate to your
career?

Bill: As a life coach it is
my job to help people
understand themselves
and how they experience
their world and their
lives in a new way. In
order to do this, I need
to continue to grow and
challenge myself in new
ways as well. Traveling is
a great way to do so.
Traveling pushes me
outside of the comfort
zone of my routine and
my normal life,
something I ask my
clients to do over and
over again. When I step
outside of my comfort
zone, I grow.

One of my dreams has
been to create retreats
around the world where
I take people away to
remote destinations and
create a structured
process of personal
exploration and soul
searching while they are
seeing various
destinations around the
world. Traveling and
being out of our normal
routine opens us up to
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Our Chief Travel Officer, Joel Cabrera, gets
a number of travel-related questions every
week. Email your travel question to Joel,
and your question may be featured in the
newsletter. Joel answers those travel
questions that have kept you in quandary
for far too long.

Question:

Jake from Memphis asks: " What is the
difference between a 3, 4, or 5 star hotel?

Answer:

Dear Jake, this is a tough question to answer because it
differs from country to country. In some countries, there is
an official body with standard criteria for classifying hotels,
but in many others there is none. There have been attempts
at unifying the classification system so that it becomes an
internationally recognized and reliable standard but large
differences exist in the quality of the accommodation and
the food within one category of hotel, sometimes even in the
same country.

Mobil Travel Guides, AAA, and Michelin have star ranking
criteria, and they may differ from one another. Also, a hotel
may state that it is 5 stars, but Expedia, Travelocity, etc.
may have different star ratings for that same hotel.

Five-star hotels are the quintessential luxury hotel,
offering frills above and beyond the actual needs of the
travel. They have restaurants and night spots that are world
class, with food and entertainment that draw non-guests to
sample it too. Five-star hotels also tend to have opulent and
expensive decorations; fancy gyms, swimming pools and
spas. Major five-star chains compete to offer the most
ludicrous frills imaginable:

The four-star hotel is a good business hotel. Everything
works smoothly, there's Internet in every room, a well-
equipped business center, they'll arrange your airport
transfer and room service is palatable and only somewhat
expensive.

Three-star hotels are usually solid but dull. Your room will
have an attached bathroom and there's probably a
restaurant downstairs and 24-hour reception service. There
are exceptions of course, such as great hotels that are
located in remote areas where certain amenities are not
practical.

Two stars means no-frills hotel. In most countries two stars
means that your room probably has its own bathroom and
there's probably a TV and telephone in your room, but
rooms are bare-bones and you're unlikely to want to spend
any more time than strictly necessary inside.

new experiences
including new ways of
seeing ourselves.

Bryan from Zoom: We
had the chance in Africa
to talk with you about
creating such retreats
with Zoom Vacations.
How do you think our
travelers would benefit
from this kind of
experience.

Bill: Your travelers
would have the
opportunity to do deep
personal exploration and
soul searching while
traveling to various
places that stimulate
and support their
exploration. And, do so
with others who are
exploring themselves as
well. The more deeply
people learn to connect
with themselves, the
more deeply they can
connect with others. I
think your travelers and
the gay community in
general are hungry for
deeper connections with
one another.

Bryan from Zoom: How
does traveling inspire
you?

Bill: It inspires me in a
lot of different ways. It
inspires me to grow and
learn. It also inspires to
pay more attention to
what is going on around
the world. After this trip
to Africa I will certainly
pay more attention to
what is happening there.
I have found this with
each country or
continent I have visited.
Each time I visit a new
part of the world I feel
connected to it and pay
more attention to what
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At Zoom Vacations, we use our own criteria of location,
quality, customer service, gay-friendliness, luxuriousness,
uniqueness, and value to guide us in choosing the best
hotels for our group and private trips. Every hotel is
thoroughly researched and personally "tried out" before we
use it for one of our group departures.

Club Zoom
If you are new to Club
Zoom, here's the scoop.
You will receive
discounts and special
offers on many of your
favorite hotels, retail
outlets, and services
around the country! And
the best part is, it's free!
It is simply our way of saying, "thank you" for being a part
of Zoom Vacations.

Simply click on the link below to get the codes necessary to
redeem these offers.

RETAILERS

Allen Brothers (fine steaks)
Universal Gear (men's fashions)
David Barton Gym, in NYC, Miami, and Chicago!
NYC Restaurant: Paris Commune
Brazil Chic (men's fashions)

HOTELS

Chicago: The Amalfi Hotel
Dallas: The Melrose
LA: The Grafton on Sunset
NYC: The Tribeca Grand Hotel
NYC: The SoHo Grand Hotel
NYC: The Flatotel
San Francisco: The Hotel Monaco and the Serrano
South Beach: The Raleigh

SERVICES

Modern Habitat

Get the Codes

is happening politically,
economically, socially
etc.

Read the entire interview

Quick Links...
Reserve Today

Check out our press
archive

Contact us

Planning a celebration in
another country? Click
here to see how we can
help

Testimonials

Tours at a glance

View our special Market
Days Chicago Hotel Offer!

Watch our Zoom Video
(may take a minute to
come up)

A proud member of

Join our mailing list!
Join

email: bryan@zoomvacations.com
phone: 773.772.ZOOM (9666)
web: http://www.zoomvacations.com/
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