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Greetings!

Make sure you receive our emails. Please add
bryan@zoomvacations.com to your address book.
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International Restaurant Pick of the Month
Zooming with Joel
Club Zoom

Zoom Vacations Receives Reader´s Choice Award
The readers of Out Traveler
Magazine chose Zoom
Vacations as favorite small
all-gay tour operator,
placing it among the creme
de la creme of the gay
travel crop, according to the
magazine. Results were
recently published in the
winter 2007 issue of Out

Traveler Magazine.

Out Traveler says it best: "If there's one thing we know, it's
that getting gay travelers to all agree on where to stay, play,
and spend their hard-earned pink dollars is nearly
impossible. Yet when we asked your opinion in our third
annual Readers' Choice Awards, everyone stepped up to
help us cull the creme de la creme of the gay travel crop,
with more than double the responses of last year!

Espousing the ideal of a modern global lifestyle while
keeping pace with gay travel's evolution, Zoom caters to the
globe-trotting gay men, lesbians, and allies who crave
hassle-free adventure. On the map for upcoming
customizable trips are sojourns to Guatemala, India, Machu
Picchu, Costa Rica, and Sydney's Mardi Gras."

Thank you to all of you who voted, and you have our word
that we will continue to strive for the best, to bring you
customized, stylish adventures you just can't find anywhere
else. If you haven't yet experienced a Zoom Vacation, we
look forward to welcoming you very soon!

International Restaurant Pick of the Month
The secret is out. Aprazivel is our favorite restaurant in Rio
de Janeiro. Aprazivel literally means "pleasant" in

Featured
Traveler, Sid Stolz

of Miami

Last month, we heard
from Bill Pullen, a guest
on a custom Zoom
Vacations trip to South
Africa. This month we
hear from Sid Stolz, the
man who hired Zoom to
create this trip. Sid had
joined Zoom Vacations
on our 2006 trip to Peru,
and he decided that he
wanted Zoom to create a
private trip for he and
his friends, that would
contain over-the-top
events and strong
attention to detail, just
as he had experienced in
Peru.

Since returning to the
States, Sid has been
traveling around the
country for business and
family commitments,
without a break. In true
Sid fashion, he
graciously took some
time from his intensely
busy schedule to talk
with us about his trip to
South Africa.
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http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs053/1011153904571/archive/1101864456694.html#article6
http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs053/1011153904571/archive/1101864456694.html#article8
http://www.zoomvacations.com/southafrica.htm


Portuguese. We discovered
Aprazivel two years ago, and
it immediately became our
regular spot to celebrate
another great group trip to
Rio for New Years or
Carnaval before leaving the
city.

Aprazivel is located in the
hilly upscale artist neighborhood of Santa Teresa, 30
minutes from Ipanema. Finding it is not easy. But we can
assure you that the trip will be worth every effort. You can
hardly go wrong with any dish, but especially notable are
the country chicken pot, the mouth watering wafer thin
white pizza, and the freshly grilled hearts of palm served in
its own bamboo husk with a olive oil pesto dressing.

These are but just of a few of the delicacies prepared with
the secret recipes handed down to Pedro (the owner) by his
mother. The carefully selected wine list and the delicious
Tangerine Ginger caipirihnas are equally impressive.

As Pedro explained, Aprazivel was never meant to be.
During one of the local artist festivals, Pedro's mother was
encouraged to open up her home to the local crowd as there
were no decent eateries in the area where guests could
relax and dine after gallery hopping. After the first night,
guests wanted to make reservations for the following week,
and they would not take no for an answer. So, Pedro and his
family were obliged, over time, to turn their home and
gardens into a dining experience that is hard to forget.

During Zoom's trips to Rio, a visit to Aprazivel is a must, and
it simply does not disappoint.

Located at: The hilly neighborhood of Santa Teresa, one of
Rio de Janeiro's most historic and beautiful areas.

Read about our trip to Rio for New Years

Zooming with Joel
You ask the question, he'll provide
the answer!

Our Chief Travel Officer, Joel Cabrera, gets
a number of travel-related questions every
week. Email your travel question to Joel,
and your question may be featured in the
newsletter. Joel answers those travel
questions that have kept you in quandary
for far too long.

Question:

Phillip from New York asks, "When I travel to places around
the world, should I buy the local currency in the US, carry
cash, go to an ATM when I arrive, or carry traveler checks."

Zoom: What was the
purpose of the trip?

Sid: To celebrate my
transition from the large
corporate work
environment to
entrepreneur and small
business owner.

Zoom: What made you
choose South Africa as
the destination?

Sid:I had several
fantastic experiences in
South Africa, first by
myself, and then with
my partner, David. We
wanted to share these
experiences with dear
friends who have been a
big part of our lives over
the last 17 years.

Zoom: Why did you
choose Zoom Vacations
to create this trip?

Sid: David and I had
traveled to Peru with
Zoom last Thanksgiving,
and had a great
experience. Their
attention to detail and
creating an "extra-
ordinary" special event
is unique in the industry.
Both Bryan and Joel go
out of their way to make
sure that all guests have
that "once- in-a-lifetime"
experience and memory.

Zoom: Did the trip live
up to your expectations?

Sid: The trip exceeded
all expectations, even
after setting very high
goals. I wanted each day
to be better than the
day's experience that
was just had, and we
accomplished that for
the entire 15 day trip.

Zoom: Is South Africa a

http://www.zoomvacations.com/rionewyears.htm
mailto:joel@zoomvacations.com


Answer:

Dear Phillip, Do not travel with large amounts of cash. These
days you can pay for a lot of transactions from cabs to
restaurant meals abroad by credit card. travelers checks are
definitely a safe option. But be aware that they cost money
to order at home and that you may be charged a
commission to cash abroad.

I have found that the best way to get cash when I travel is
to visit an ATM. But take the proper measures before you
leave to make sure that your bank knows you will be
traveling abroad so that your bank will not block it as an
early fraud alert measure. Some banks will also require you
to change the code before you leave to one that can be used
abroad.

Also, there is a limit on the amount you can withdraw at an
ATM, so plan your ATM visits according to your spending
pattern. Be sure to take some seed money so that you have
some cash on hand at the beginning of your trip. Lastly,
remember to have some small bills on hand to tip porters,
bell staff, etc..

Club Zoom
If you are new to Club
Zoom, here's the scoop.
You will receive
discounts and special
offers on many of your
favorite hotels, retail
outlets, and services
around the country! And
the best part is, it's free!
It is simply our way of saying, "thank you" for being a part
of Zoom Vacations.

Simply click on the link below to get the codes necessary to
redeem these offers.

RETAILERS

Allen Brothers (fine steaks)
Universal Gear (men's fashions)
David Barton Gym, in NYC, Miami, and Chicago!
NYC Restaurant: Paris Commune
Brazil Chic (men's fashions)

HOTELS

Chicago: The Amalfi Hotel
Dallas: The Melrose
LA: The Grafton on Sunset
NYC: The Tribeca Grand Hotel
NYC: The SoHo Grand Hotel
NYC: The Flatotel
San Francisco: The Hotel Monaco and the Serrano
South Beach: The Raleigh

good destination for a
trip like this?

Sid: I think it is perfect
because you can
combine unbelievable
travel experiences and
beauty with the
opportunity to reflect on
where life begins and
ends.

Zoom: Would you work
with Zoom again?

Sid: Absolutely! Zoom is
easy to work with, and
Bryan and Joel work
very well together. They
are excellent in working
with you to create a very
one-of-a-kind
experience.

The trip above was a
private trip that Zoom
designed to South
Africa. Our next public
trip is September 20-30,
2008. September is the
perfect time for seeing
animals during our
safari, and the mild
weather is perfect for
touring in Cape Town. In
addition, this trip also
includes a visit to
Victoria Falls, one of the
7 Natural Wonders of the
World. It's just a short
flight from South Africa,
on the border between
Zambia and Zimbabwe.

Read more about Zoom
Vacations' gay group trip
to South Africa

Quick Links...
Reserve Today

Check out our press
archive

Contact us

http://www.zoomvacations.com/southafrica.htm
http://www.zoomvacations.com/reservations.htm
http://www.zoomvacations.com/pressroom.htm
http://www.zoomvacations.com/contactUs.htm


SERVICES

Modern Habitat

Get the Codes

Planning a celebration in
another country? Click
here to see how we can
help

Testimonials

Tours at a glance

Watch our Zoom Video
(may take a minute to
come up)

A proud member of

Join our mailing list!
Join

email: bryan@zoomvacations.com
phone: 773.772.ZOOM (9666)
web: http://www.zoomvacations.com/
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