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Greetings!

Make sure you receive our emails. Please add
bryan@zoomvacations.com to your address book.
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Top 10 Reasons to Visit Buenos Aires Now!
Now is the time to visit
Buenos Aires, and Zoom has
organized a fantastic trip
November 2-9, 2007. Our
trip also includes two nights
at Iguacu Falls, a UNESCO
World Heritage Site. There
are many reasons to visit
now, and here are our 10
favorites.

1. Grab a Bargain! The US
Dollar goes a long way - but this won't last long. The
economy is getting stronger and soon you may be paying
big city prices just like the Buenos Aires of the mid 1990s.

2. Spring into action. Our trip falls during spring in Buenos
Aires and the best time to visit! November in Buenos Aires
offers mild temperatures and blossoming trees and flowers
all over the city. The city is radiant this time of year.

3. Shop until you drop. in the trendy one-of-a-kind
boutiques of Palermo Soho.

4. Make new friends. Argentinean people are not only some
of the most stylish, but also some of the nicest people you
will ever meet! This trip features several excursions
designed to help you come away with many new friends.

5. Be your own gay self! In gay-friendly Buenos Aires, the
LGBT community is respected - the Buenos Aires Province
Government offers LGBT people the right to marry and to
receive same sex couples benefits.
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Featured
Traveler: Wayne
Disher of Palm

Springs

Wayne is one of those
people whose mere
presence lights up a
room. He has the
uncanny ability to bring
out the best in anyone,
and his positive, upbeat
sense- of-humor keeps
those around him
laughing. Wayne took
some time from his busy
career as a Public
Library Director to talk
to us about gay travel.

What do I like about
travel?

Wayne: Travel has a
transformative ability
that really appeals to
me. While I enjoy seeing
new sights when I
travel, what moves me
most is the change-the
transformation-that goes
on, deep and
permanent, in my own
ideas of what it means
to be alive. In addition,
traveling to strange
places with strangers
intrigues me because of
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Read on...

Amsterdam Gay Pride
We just returned from
Zoom's trip to Amsterdam
for Gay Pride, which was
surely one of the most
beautiful Amsterdam Gay
Pride parades in history!

Our group enjoyed flawless
weather and the greatest
excursions all week! We
biked to wind mills outside
the city, enjoyed our own
champagne boat party during the parade, danced the night
away at a white party, and experienced a multi-sensory
dinner show at the world-famous, Supperclub restaurant.

Check our next newsletter for more images from this trip.

Read about next years trip...

The Magic Behind New Years in Rio
People often ask about the
origins of Rio de Janeiro
becoming such an
international draw to spend
New Years. Besides the
warm weather, gorgeous
beaches, beautiful people,
incredible food, and one- of-
a-kind excursions, Rio also
has a little help from a
mythical sea goddess,
Yemanja.

On New Years Eve in Rio, everyone from the tourists to
Cariocas (the name given to the locals of Rio de Janeiro)
dress in white, and walk into the water to cleanse their past
year's sins by giving an offering to the sea goddess,
Yemanja. Millions of people flock to Copacabana Beach to
hear live music and watch the world-famous fireworks
display.

The ocean becomes the recipient of requests for good luck
and happiness, money, health and love. Some believe that
Yemanja can absorb all the negative energies of humankind
and return them in the form of food and fortune.

The result is an unforgettable night of camaraderie,
friendship, and new-beginnings in one of the most beautiful
places on the planet.

This celebration of Yemanja is just one of many incredible
experiences you will have on Zoom's trip to Rio, making this
a vacation you will never forget.

the feeling of anonymity
I get. When you're
traveling, you are what
you are right there and
then. People don't have
your past to hold against
you. There are no
yesterdays on the road.
No expectations based
on past behaviors. In
that sense, travel is very
liberating to me.

How does traveling
affect or relate to
your career?

Wayne: As a library
director, I have made a
promise to uphold a
professional code of
ethics. One of those
ethics is that librarians
should "celebrate and
preserve our democratic
society by making
available the widest
possible range of
viewpoints, opinions and
ideas, so that all
individuals have the
opportunity to become
lifelong learners-
informed, literate,
educated, and culturally
enriched". I can think of
no better way to
broaden my mind, to
respect diversity, and to
become more culturally
enriched than by
traveling. It's hard to
obtain a global
perspective by
vegetating in a little
corner of my own
neighborhood.

Is it true what they
say about Librarians?

Wayne: No! Geez, and if
you think overcoming
the stereotypes
associated with being
gay is difficult, try living
with the fact that you're
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Join us for New Years in Rio this Year!

Zoom Vacations Chicago Market Days Party
If you happen to be in
Chicago for Market Days
weekend (August 10th to
12th) join us for cocktails at
Minibar Friday night!

Enjoy Complimentary
Imperia Vodka drinks and
reconnect with old friends!
Plus, you'll love our vodka
Zoomtinis!

Date: Friday, March 10th
Time: 8-9 PM Place: Minibar
in Boys Town, 3341 N.
HALSTED

Zooming with Joel
You ask the question, he'll provide
the answer!

Our Chief Travel Officer, Joel Cabrera, gets
a number of travel-related questions every
week. Email your travel question to Joel,
and your question may be featured in the
newsletter. Joel answers those travel
questions that have kept you in quandary
for far too long.

Question:

Jared from Miami asks: "Can I get a deal if I contact you at
the last minute or really close to the trip departure date?"

Answer:

Dear Jared, Fortunately at Zoom the early bird gets the
worm, if you will. The earlier you book the lower your rate.
As we get closer to departure date, chances are you will pay
more.

This is because in most cases Zoom has to pay more for
hotels and services that are booked last minute or Zoom has
already prepaid hotels and services and it is the only way
that Zoom can offset the cost of accommodating last minute
travelers.

It is the cost one pays for the benefit of last minute travel.
So, know yourself. If getting the best rate is important to
you, book early. Don't worry, at Zoom, almost without
exception no one who books after you do will get a last
minute deal or a better rate.

also a library
professional. Most
librarians I know are
extremely funning, very
tolerant, very caring,
and NEVER say
"shhhhhhhh! oh, and if I
had hair, I'd probably
NEVER wear it in a bun.

How does traveling
inspire you?

Wayne: Sometimes the
smallest things astonish
me when I travel that
may not surprise
someone else. The
vibrant terra cotta
rooftops over Dubrovnik,
Croatia; the way the
marble glistens on a
Bernini statue; or, an
ATM machine located
within the confines of a
3000 year old palace. I
find inspiration in the
unexpected. Also, travel
inspires me by
reminding me of the
similarities we all
share. No matter where
on this earth I am, I see
people cry, laugh, eat,
and worry. I'm inspired
with this understanding
that we have our
similarities but we can
still celebrate our
uniqueness.

What did you like
about your trips with
Zoom Vacations?

Wayne: It would be easy
to say that the
destinations attracted
me. And that's
true. However, as a
single traveler, when I
travel I want to feel
"included", "connected",
but yet still feel
"independent". I've
stayed away from some
group travel out of the
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Club Zoom
If you are new to Club
Zoom, here's the scoop.
You will receive
discounts and special
offers on many of your
favorite hotels, retail
outlets, and services
around the country! And
the best part is, it's free!
It is simply our way of saying, "thank you" for being a part
of Zoom Vacations.

Simply click on the link below to get the codes necessary to
redeem these offers.

RETAILERS

Allen Brothers (fine steaks)
Universal Gear (men's fashions)
David Barton Gym, in NYC, Miami, and Chicago!
NYC Restaurant: Paris Commune
Brazil Chic (men's fashions)

HOTELS

Chicago: The Amalfi Hotel
Dallas: The Melrose
LA: The Grafton on Sunset
NYC: The Tribeca Grand Hotel
NYC: The SoHo Grand Hotel
NYC: The Flatotel
San Francisco: The Hotel Monaco and the Serrano
South Beach: The Raleigh

SERVICES

Modern Habitat

Get the Codes

fear I'd feel like a third
wheel, or I would stand
out. Yet, it's often too
expensive to travel
independently. The
prospects of "blind date"
roommate matching
scared me. However,
something told me that
Zoom would be different
and I took a leap of
faith. I am SOOO
thankful that I did. It
has been perfect! 

The folks who travel with
Zoom are amazing, and
the fellow "Zoomer"
roommates I've met
have been phenomenal-
I've even made life-long
friends! In that respect,
Zoom has been more
than just a travel group.
It has been a social
group for me. I've never
felt out of place, lonely,
or excluded. I've felt,
instead, as if I was
traveling with family.
And when I come home
from a Zoom trip, I find
myself missing the
people I met on the trip
more than I miss the
places I visited.

Read the entire interview

Quick Links...
Reserve Today

Check out our press
archive

Contact us

Planning a celebration in
another country? Click
here to see how we can
help

Testimonials

Tours at a glance
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View our special Market
Days Chicago Hotel Offer!

Watch our Zoom Video
(may take a minute to
come up)

A proud member
of

Join our mailing list!
Join

email: bryan@zoomvacations.com
phone: 773.772.ZOOM (9666)
web: http://www.zoomvacations.com/

http://www.zoomvacations.com/marketdays.htm
http://www.zoomvacations.com/ZoomForWeb.mov
mailto:bryan@zoomvacations.com
http://www.zoomvacations.com/

