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Greetings!

Make sure you receive our emails. Please add
bryan@zoomvacations.com to your address book.
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Read Our Most Recent Testimonials
If you have never been on a Zoom
Vacation, these first- hand accounts
will give you a little insight into what a
Zoom Vacation is really like. If you are
a Zoom Alum, you will definitely see
some familiar faces.

Our testimonials come from emails
and letters we receive after our trips.
We then ask permission to post the
testimonial along with a photo on one
of our testimonials pages. Click on the

link below to read the latest 15 of our more than 80
testimonials!

See what our travelers are saying

Costa Rica
Stepping into Costa Rica is
like stepping out of reality.
You enter a world where
lush tropical vegetation,
waterfalls, pristine beaches,
and smiling faces are the
norm.

Our Zoom Vacations trip to
Costa Rica highlights what
we have come to love about
Costa Rica. We start with a
stay at a stunning coffee plantation-turned-hotel, where you
will enjoy your own villa, private paths to gorgeous natural
waterfalls, one of the best spas in the country, and optional

Featured
Traveler: Michael
Chearney of Los

Angeles

At first glance, one
might say that Michael
Chearney's greatest
talent is his ability to
play smashball on the
beaches of Rio longer
than anyone, without
tiring. Then you talk to
him, and you decide that
his true talent lies in the
way he communicates
with others, making
them feel like they are
the only person in the
room. And just when
you think that you can't
be any more impressed
by this guy, you see one
of his paintings inspired
by his travels, and you
are truly spellbound.

Michael joined Zoom
Vacations for Carnaval in
Rio, and he said he was
able to "have mindless
fun, while Zoom took
care of the logistics."

"All my trips have
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whitewater rafting in one of the world's top five rivers, the
Pacuare.

Next we head to the incredible hot springs beneath Arenal
Volcano. Very few things compare to luxuriating in hot
springs amidst a stunning surroundings, while a small hot
waterfall naturally massages your back. Add to this equation
some new friends and a cold drink, and you will soon forget
that you even have a job to go back to at home.

You will also have the opportunity to horseback ride at the
base of Arenal Volcano, and then zipline through the forest
canopy. This activity is included in your package, but like
everything on a Zoom Vacation, you are free to partake or
not partake as you wish. Remember, this is your vacation.

We end our stay in Costa Rica with three nights at the gay-
friendly beach enclave of Manuel Antonio. We spend our
days at the beach, by the pool, shopping, dining at one of
many great restaurants, or enjoying one of the many
activities in the area, such as four- wheeling, scuba-diving,
whitewater rafting, and more!

Your Costa Rica Vacation awaits you!

Read about our trip to Costa Rica in May

Artistic Inspirations from Zoom Vacations
HW Home, owned by Zoom
Alumni Ron Werner and Jim
Hering have designed a
bedding set inspired from
their recent trip to Rio with
Zoom Vacations.
Appropriately named Rio
Beach, the bedding
ensemble features beautiful
beige and sepia tones and

can be purchased at their stores or even online by the end
of the month. hwhome.com

This month's featured traveler, Mike Chearney is a Los
Angeles based artist who created a painting inspired by the
Zoom Rio Carnaval trip, and specifically our helicopter ride
around the Christ statue. The painting is called, LEAP OF
FAITH, and it is the painting around which he is building his
new show FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION, with its opening
reception set for May 2nd. chearneygaller y.com

Ernie de la Torre, an interior designer and Zoom Alum from
New York has used inspiration from his Zoom Vacations in
his designs.

"Before visiting Paraty with Zoom Vacations, I was not aware
that Brazil had such a wealth of rock crystal, agate, and
fossils. I brought back a few and have integrated them into
design schemes as accessories to add a touch of the exotic
and precious but also permanent and lasting. I am

inspired paintings,"
Michael said. "I take the
energy, the color, the
essence of the place and
let it explode onto the
canvas. Its great to be
able to look at my
paintings of Rio, Sydney,
Paris, Kenya, etc. and
have them reflect back
the essence of that City
and vacation. For me,
paintings inspired by
trips capture a special
moment in time and
hold it forever."

During our Signature
Sunset cocktail party
and helicopter tour of
Rio, Michael was inspired
to paint an incredible
painting that truly
captures the passion and
vibrancy of Rio, and the
magic of the moment.
The painting is called
"Leap of Faith" and he
describes its inception as
follows:

Michael said, "My
favorite part of the trip
was a spectacular sunset
in Rio. We took the tram
up Sugar Loaf Mountain
to the top. No lines. No
hassle. Zoom had it all
clicking. By this time we
were all becoming
friends on the trip and
we were in a great
mood. We were greeted
by the sounds of a
wonderful guitar player
and champagne as we
arrived at the heliport.
Time seemed to stand
still, and I had one of
those out of body
experiences you have
when a moment is truly
special. We were
ushered in groups to
takeoff and circle Rio by
helicopter, which I did
with my best friends and
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developing a lamp that integrates a large agate disk, and I
hope to do more with rock crystal as well. Perhaps one day
soon I will get to Buenos Aires with Zoom as I hear it is the
one place in South America where you can have anything
you desire fabricated." dela torredesign.com

If you are a Zoom Alum with a story on how you were
impacted or inspired by a past Zoom Vacation, please email
bryan@zoo mvacations.com. We would love to hear from
you.

here! Magazine Launches Nationwide
here!, America’s premium gay
television network, along with here!
Interactive Media, is pleased to
announce the re-launch of Gay
Monkey magazine as here!
Magazine. The first issue of here!
Magazine is now available in 30
major cities across the country.

“here! Magazine will bring to print
the best in entertainment news, as
well as continue to provide readers
content surrounding issues that are
important to the LGBT community,” said Fabrice Tasendo,
Editor in Chief of here! Magazine. “The re-branding comes at
an exciting time in the magazine’s five-year history; with the
recently launched LesbiaNATION Magazine we continue to
grow and expand our circulation across the country.”

Turn to page 36 an 37 of March's issue to find a huge spread
on Zoom Vacations, and several Zoom photos supplied for
the magazine.

Ceck out pages 38 and 39 of this PDF link, or pick it up
at your nearest stands

Sydney Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras-30th
Anniversary!

Perhaps more than any
other destination, our past
Zoom travelers have
requested Sydney Gay and
Lesbian Mardi Gras! We
have heard you, and the
timing couldn't be better
for Zoom's long-awaited
trip to Sydney, Australia!

Next year (February 26 to March 3) marks the celebration's
30th anniversary! Arguably best gay and lesbian event in
the world, our trip to Sydney Mardi Gras features everything
you've come to expect from a Zoom Vacation:

Accommodations at a 5 star hotel in the heart of the
action

partner. As we circled
the Christ Statue, the
spiritual quality of the
experience was
overwhelming, and I am
not conventionally
religious."

"Leap of Faith was
inspired by the sensation
of flying over Rio.
Beneath us the vibrancy
of the city, the beauty of
the beaches, all the
energy of Carnaval, all
set off by a sunset that
was other-worldly. The
perspective of the
famous Christ statue
with its open arms was
so moving. It appeared
so large and open."

Michael said that if
anything had been
different about that
evening, his painting
would have been quite
different, or he may not
have created it at all. His
vacation with Zoom
allowed him to be
inspired in countless
ways without having to
worry about any details.
He simply got to
experience and enjoy.

"Elegance is not easy.,"
Michael said, "Bryan and
Joel planned several
great events in Rio, and
pulled them off
beautifully. We were
never aware of all the
behind the scenes
planning, we just went
from one great
experience to another,
from a helicopter ride
over Rio, to a wonderful
private beach party, to
the Sambadrome
competition. Perfect."

"A trip to Rio without
Zoom would have been
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Signature Zoom Events not found anywhere else
Fun, fabulous "tastes" of the city
VIP ticket options for the week's events
Of course, the services of a Zoom Concierge
throughout your stay
Add-on excursions to help round out your stay Down
Under!

You don’t want to be left out of this one, mate!

Read all about it...

Zooming with Joel
You ask the question, he'll provide the
answer!

Our Chief Travel Officer, Joel Cabrera, gets
a number of travel-related questions every
week. Email your travel question to Joel,
and your question may be featured in the
newsletter. Joel answers those travel
questions that have kept you in quandary
for far too long.

Question:

Dennis from Houston asks: "My schedule does not allow me
to attend one of your scheduled group trips, but I want to
experience the Zoom touch with my boyfriend and a few
other friends. Do you organize independent trips to the
same interesting places that you offer group trips, and will it
be just as fabulous?"

Answer:

Dear Dennis, Absolutely, our specialized knowledge of many
places around the world allows Zoom to organize a private
trip to any of our group trip destinations and beyond. You
can leave when ever you want and we will tailor the itinerary
to your specific needs and desires. We will make sure that
those special touches and destination expertise that you
have come to expect on a Zoom Vacations trip will be there
even if you are not on a scheduled group departure. And
remember that we also create special birthday and
honeymoon trips for an intimate couple or a large group.

Read about our private events

Club Zoom
If you are new to Club
Zoom, here's the scoop.
You will receive
discounts and special
offers on many of your
favorite hotels, retail
outlets, and services
around the country! And
the best part is, it's free!

chaos! The streets are
full of thousands of
beautiful men and
women celebrating at
Carnaval, and I think I
would still be there stuck
in traffic. Zoom showed
us the City and the
people, and we got to
make new friends, and
have mindless fun, while
Zoom took care of the
logistics for us!"

Michael also said, "An
organization works from
the top down. Hands
down it is the
personalities of Bryan
and Joel that make
Zoom work, and its why
they have so much
repeat business. They
really build friendships
with their clients, and
you feel you are
exploring the world and
its people together."

When asked when he
would be joining Zoom
Vacations on another
adventure he said, "I
hear Zoom is planning a
trip to India. India has
always fascinated me,
and I can't wait to
experience the color and
culture through Zoom's
eyes."

Michael Chearney's art
can be best described as
passionate, colorful,
emotional, textured,
abstract acrylic painting.
The movement and
energy in his paintings
make them feel like
living things.

If you are interested in
Michael's art, you can
reach him at his studio
at 323.334.5820 and at
his website,
chearneygallery.com.
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It is simply our way of saying, "thank you" for being a part
of Zoom Vacations.

Simply click on the link below to get the codes necessary to
redeem these offers.

RETAILERS

Allen Brothers (fine steaks)
Universal Gear (men's fashions)
David Barton Gym, in NYC, Miami, and Chicago!
NYC Restaurant: Paris Commune
Brazil Chic (men's fashions)

HOTELS

Chicago: The Amalfi Hotel
Dallas: The Melrose
LA: The Grafton on Sunset
NYC: The Tribeca Grand Hotel
NYC: The SoHo Grand Hotel
NYC: The Flatotel
San Francisco: The Hotel Monaco and the Serrano
South Beach: The Raleigh

SERVICES

Modern Habitat

Get the Codes

Visit Michael Chearney's
website

Quick Links...
Reserve Today

Check out our press
archive

Contact us

Planning a celebration in
another country? Click
here to see how we can
help

Testimonials

Tours at a glance

View our special Market
Days Chicago Hotel Offer!

Watch our Zoom Video
(may take a minute to
come up)

A proud member
of

Join our mailing list!
Join

email: bryan@zoomvacations.com
phone: 773.772.ZOOM (9666)
web: http://www.zoomvacations.com/
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