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Greetings!

Make sure you receive our emails. Please add
bryan@zoomvacations.com to your address book.
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Prices for Rio go up October 7th!
If you are
considering going to
Rio for New Years or
Carnaval, wait no
further prices are
going up October
7th, and flights to
Rio also get more
and more expensive
the closer we get to
the departure dates.

Rio de Janeiro is the
hottest destination
for gay travelers,

and if you've been there before, you know why. If you
haven't, it's time you found out! Zoom Vacations will make
sure you do it the right way, with over-the-top events, the
best hotel, cultural options, and so much more. Come find
out what everyone's talking about.

Currently, Zoom Vacations has an amazing air deal for New
Years and Carnaval for only $999 on TAM Brazilian Airlines.
These spots are limited, and there are only a few left.

Every year we have travelers who wait too long, and pay
more for flights and the trip than they should. Call or email
today! Looking forward to Rio is the perfect thing to get you
through to the end of the year!

Read more about these trips

Featured
Traveler: Matt

Wright, of
Chicago

Last month we heard
from Paul Djuricich.
Now, his boyfriend Matt
Wright gives us his take
on gay travel. Paul and
Matt were with us in
Costa Rica, and Matt
kept us in stitches with
stories about Paul's
family and hilarious
jokes most of us had
never heard, but quickly
added to our repertoire.

"Costa Rica has always
been on the top of my
list of destinations," Matt
said, "Neither of us had
ever taken a gay
vacation. It was exciting
to look forward to be
with a gay group."

Matt and Paul met a lot
of people this trip, and
found themselves
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View Our Zoom Croatia Cruise 2006 Photos
Perfect weather, incredible
ports, and a great group of
people made this a trip we
will never forget. We visited
palaces thousands of years
old, enjoyed water sports
along the Dalmatian Coast,
visited the birthplace of
Marco Polo, and so much
more. Croatia is truly stunning. Come with us on our
voyages from Rome to Rome, Athens to Venice, and Rio to
Buenos Aires!

Check out the photos!

Special offer from Zoom Vacations and David Barton
Gym
Club Zoom members (that’s you) can come in to the
DavidBartonGym near you for a Complimentary 1 Week
Membership and private training session before October
31st. This comes just in time to help you fit into that slinky
Halloween costume!

Chicago - veronica.mellado@dbgym.com - 312.836.9127

New York: 23rd & Seventh - nick.wohn@dbgym.com -
212.414.2022

New York: 85th & Madison - jason.bradford@dbgym.com
- 212.517.7577

Miami @ Delano - richard.ryles@dbgym.com -
305.674.5757

Getting Along with Friends While Traveling
Vacations provide the perfect
opportunity for reconnecting
with your friends, and to enjoy
their company without the
hassles and complications of the
“real” world. The following 10
tips will help you and your
buddies get the most out of
your time together, without
getting under each other’s skin.
These same tips are great to
bear in mind when traveling with your boyfriend or girlfriend
as well.

1. Get a good night’s rest before the trip and as much as
possible during the trip. Children aren’t the only ones who
get cranky when they’re tired.

2. Allow plenty of time to get to the airport. Flying can be a
bit stressful, and this is magnified if you’re running late. The
more stress you have, the more likely you are to take it out
on each other.

suddenly sharing
incredible excursions like
whitewater rafting with a
whole new group of
friends.

"The diversity of the
group was awesome,"
Matt said, "We made
friends with so many
different types of people.
The group dynamics
made every
outing/dinner a unique
experience. Everyone
had a great attitude and
was genuinely interested
in getting to know each
other. Also, just knowing
that everyone in the
group was gay was
definitely a comfort.
Vacations are often
times romantic, and
being able to show some
affection to my boyfriend
is never an issue with
traveling with a gay
group. My one concern
about traveling with a
gay group was being in a
"bathhouse"
environment. This
concern was quickly
dissipated. I never once
felt I was in that type of
environment."

It may not have been a
bathhouse environment,
but this trip involved a
lot of baths. We
luxuriated in hot springs
and swam in Costa
Rica's warm ocean
waters. Once out of the
water we enjoyed
horseback riding, canopy
safaris and a myriad of
mojitos and margaritas.

"It was the perfect
combination of
activities/adventures
and relaxation. The
planned and highly
organized excursions
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3. Keep your hotel room clean and organized, especially the
bathroom. This is a big challenge because you are living
temporarily in an unfamiliar space, and you have to quickly
develop a plan for where things should go. However, doing
so will help limit how much you are in each other’s space.

4. Don’t feel that since you are on vacation together that
you have to be at each other’s side at all times. There may
be times when you each want to pursue different interests,
and doing so is very healthy. When you reconvene, you have
much more to share and talk about at the end of the day.

Read on...

Zooming With Joel
You ask the question, he'll provide the
answer!

Our Chief Travel Officer, Joel Cabrera, gets
a number of travel-related questions every
week. Email your travel question to Joel,
and your question may be featured in the
newsletter. Joel answers those travel
questions that have kept you in quandary
for far too long.

Question:

Richard from Atlanta writes, "When is a better time to go to
Rio, New Years or Carnaval?"

Answer:

Dear Richard,

That is a tough question. It’s like asking me whether I like
ice cream or cake better! It’s sometimes hard to decide. So,
it usually comes down to what I am in the mood for. Both
times are great to visit Rio but there are notable differences
between New Years and Carnaval. New Years or Reveillon as
they call it in Brazil, enjoys great beach weather in the 70-
80 which is also great for sightseeing, lots of night parties
and an international crowd of tourists. Don’t be surprised to
run into your lost long friends or familiar faces from back
home on Ipanema Beach. The climax during Reveillon is
always watching the incredible mile long fire works display
on Copacabana Beach with 3 million other Cariocas, as Rio
natives are called, and visitors. It's by far the best place on
the planet to celebrate New Years.

Carnaval is another great time of year to visit Rio and when
the city slows down from work and steps it up a few notches
for fun and dancing on the streets, welcoming tourists from
abroad and from all over Brazil, in a series of over-the-top
fantasy high society balls in legendary hotels, the streets,
night clubs, and of, course the Sambodromo where the
greatest show on Earth takes place. There is an attitude of
good will and happiness that pervades the city, and Rio's

made them that much
better. Having Bryan
with us the entire trip
put all worries at ease.
Having to not stress
about being on time,
transportation, and
accommodations made
the trip that much more
enjoyable. I personally
love being able to just
go with the flow and I
was definitely able to do
that throughout our
entire vacation."

This trip gave Matt the
chance to relax, unwind,
and reconnect with what
is important.

Matt said, "It's so easy
for all of us to be caught
up in our own little
worlds and forget about
the big picture. Traveling
reminds me that the
world does not revolve
around me. It's a
reminder of what is
important in life and
helps me keep them in
the right perspective.
Traveling also inspires
me to learn from
experiences and from
others no matter what
the situation."

Traveling, and trips like
Zoom's Costa Rica trip in
particular, help Matt with
his professional life as
well.

"In my job as a
corporate trainer I have
to find a way to relate to
all different kinds of
people. If I don't find a
way to connect and
communicate with my
trainees, then I am not
effective at my job.
Traveling forces you out
of your familiarities of
home. I think you only
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Carnaval is truly something I think everyone should
experience in their lifetime.

The weather is always good either time of year and you can
be sure that all hotels in and flights to Rio will be sold out.
However, when traveling with Zoom Vacations that is never
a problem as we offer accommodations at the newest luxury
property in upscale Ipanema Beach and special flights on
American Airlines and TAM Brazilian Airlines.

Club Zoom
If you are new to Club
Zoom, here's the scoop.
You will receive
discounts and special
offers on many of your
favorite hotels, retail
outlets, and services
around the country! And
the best part is, it's free!
It is simply our way of saying, "thank you" for being a part
of Zoom Vacations.

Simply click on the link below to get the codes necessary to
redeem these offers.

RETAILERS

Allen Brothers (fine steaks)
Universal Gear (men's fashions)
David Barton Gym, in NYC, Miami, and Chicago!
NYC Restaurant: Paris Commune
Brazil Chic (men's fashions)

HOTELS

Chicago: The Amalfi Hotel
Dallas: The Melrose
LA: The Grafton on Sunset
NYC: The Tribeca Grand Hotel
NYC: The SoHo Grand Hotel
NYC: The Flatotel
San Francisco: The Hotel Monaco and the Serrano
South Beach: The Raleigh

Get the Codes

One Spot Left for Zoom Argentina, November 3-10
Zoom Vacations' trip to Argentina, including Buenos Aires
and Iguacu Falls is about to sell out. If you are considering
taking this trip, you must act now.

This trip includes:

5 Star Accommodations Throughout
Escorted nights out in the gay scene
Fantastic tours of the city
Exclusive, chic cocktail parties

enhance your travel
experiences when you
make the effort to
connect with others;
whether it's fellow
travelers or natives. It's
like a "refresher" course
for me. I always come
back from traveling
recharged and ready to
tackle that stubborn
trainee."

Matt said that he learns
a lot while traveling that
he is able to apply to all
aspects of his life,
personally as well as
professionally.

"I love to experience
new things and places.
Being exposed to
different cultures is
always a great learning
experience. Breaking out
of my normal routine is
always something I look
forward to."

When asked if there is
anything that Matt would
want others to know
about gay group travel,
Matt said, "Even though
we were part of a group,
there was never any
pressure to do any
certain activity. If you
didn't want to do
something, you didn't
have to. Again, you're
on vacation, "go with the
flow". Traveling with
groups can often times
"make" your vacation.
This was definitely the
case in our Costa Rica
vacation. Even when
traveling in groups,
alone time is always an
option."

Read more about our
Costa Rica Vacation in
2007

http://www.zoomvacations.com/ClubZoomCodes.htm
http://www.zoomvacations.com/testimonials.htm


Services of a Zoom
Concierge
Spectacular up-close
tour of Iguacu Falls
Much more!

Read more about this trip

Quick Links...
Reserve Today

Check out our press
archive

Contact us

Planning a celebration in
another country? Click
here to see how we can
help

Testimonials

Tours at a glance

View our special Market
Days Chicago Hotel Offer!

Watch our Zoom Video
(may take a minute to
come up)

Join our mailing list!
Join

email: bryan@zoomvacations.com
phone: 773.772.ZOOM (9666)
web: http://www.zoomvacations.com/
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