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Greetings!

Make sure you receive our emails. Please add
bryan@zoomvacations.com to your address book.
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The Gay Games is Upon Us, July 15-22, 2006!
Celebrate gay
camaraderie and
sportsmanship in one
of America's most
beautiful cities. Plus,
enjoy Zoom exclusive
hotel rates at one of
Chicago's best new
hotels, not available
anywhere else!

The seventh quadrennial Gay Games Sports and Cultural
Festival will feature 12,000 participants from over 70
countries, competing in 30 sports. In addition, there will be
a week-long arts festival, evening parties, entertainment,
and more to make this an unforgettable celebration!

In addition to the Gay Games festivities, there are plenty of
other things to draw you to the city: world- renowned
museums, great restaurants, theatre, and shopping the
Magnificent Mile. Plus, Chicago’s award- winning Millennium
Park recently opened, receiving worldwide praise.

Zoom Vacations has a terrific hotel rate of only $165 at the
Amalfi Hotel, located downtown in the middle of the city's
best attractions. Your rate includes the following
complimentary features: daily breakfast, evening cocktails,
local calls, Internet, and more.

Read more about this special, and book your space
today

Is a Gay Group Trip Right for Me?
If you have never traveled as part of a gay group, you may
be asking yourself, "Is a gay group trip right for me?"

Featured
Traveler: Richard
Torban of Palm

Springs

In our recent Zoom
Vacation to Guatemala,
we met the truly
dynamic Richard Torban
of Palm Springs. He’s
one of those people you
meet in life who truly is
a delight, and he was a
terrific asset to a
fabulous group!

Travel encompasses
many of Richard favorite
passions: adventure,
history, art, architecture,
archaeology, culture,
plus just plain having
fun. I’ve enjoyed travel
in many different
manners: land, cruise,
group, solo, organized,
unplanned, backpack to
5-star.

“I love the immersion
that travel affords,”
Richard said. “Travel
gets me to be both out
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There are a lot of factors to consider
before embarking on any vacation,
gay or otherwise. For instance, are
you seeking a tropical oceanic
paradise, or a city vacation packed
with history, culture and nightlife?
Once you identify exactly what your
looking for, then you can decide if
going as part of a gay group suits
your needs.

That being said, here are several things to keep in mind with
any Zoom Vacation.

A Zoom Vacation is right for you if you want to:

Meet fascinating fellow travelers
Make new friends and possibly new business contacts
Be yourself in a safe environment
Share your adventures with likeminded people
Enjoy yourself to the fullest, with all the details taken
care of for you
Take advantage of group touring discounts

Zoom Vacations allows you to be as independent as you
want to be during your trip. The group is always there when
you want them, and you are encouraged to go off on your
own as needed, to explore things of special interest to you,
even if your special interest is a nice long nap!

Our vacations are also peppered with well-organized
optional excursions that allow you to tailor your vacation to
your specific needs and interests.

Zoom Editorial: Peru
At a recent cocktail
party I was asked
why is it that we
offer trips to Peru,
and what makes the
country special. I
started to respond
with "Well, Machu
Picchu is my favorite
place on the planet--
" and I was cut off.
"Machu Picchu is in
Peru?" they asked.

It seems that many of us do not know a lot about this
amazing Country.

For instance, did you know that the Inca tribe in Peru
created the decimal system hundreds of years before it was
introduced in Europe? Or, did you know that a single
rainforest reserve in Peru is home to more species of birds
than exist in the entire United States? Or, that the first
university of the Americas was founded in Peru by Jeronimo

of myself (and my usual
world) and to allow me
great introspection and
perspective on my life at
home. I often find
myself getting greater
clarity about things,
even without thinking
about them much at all.

“Travel is an oasis to my
career, and a great
burnout- reliever. As a
physician, I’ve long
thought about combining
travel with a medically-
related undertaking. I’d
love to teach abroad. A
more realistic goal in the
not-too-distant future is
to go to underdeveloped
countries volunteering
with Physicians without
Borders.”

One of his best
experiences was
spending a month in
Kenya on a study-tour
when he was a medical
student, learning about
traditional and Western
means of their
healthcare delivery
system. He followed that
up with backpacking in
Europe for a month,
after which he felt that
he could travel to
anywhere, anytime, and
just about in any way.

During his travels,
Richard finds himself
constantly inspired, from
seeing a beautiful
landscape to entering a
great city for the first
time. Specifically he
said, “Seeing the
Parthenon up on the hill,
seeing a herd of
elephant (getting
charged by one on a
walking safari), playing
with sea lions--I could
go on and on. I’ve been



de Aliaga?

Here are five more facts that make Peru an unparalleled
tourist destination.

1. Peru is a culinary delight, offering cuisine from a
variety of cultures, plus impeccable contemporary
fusion restaurants.

2. Nobu Matsuhisa, of famed restaurant chain Nobu,
perfected his current world- renowned cooking style in
Peru

3. Peru boasts a number of UNESCO world heritage sites,
including Machu Picchu, Cuzco, Lima, the Nazca Lines,
and more

4. Peru offers the only Orient Express train in the
Americas, providing a luxurious, spectacular train ride
to Machu Picchu

5. Many of Peru's hotels, such as the Monasterio in
Cuzco, are featured on the Conde Nast Gold List each
year

Read about our trip to Peru over Thanksgiving!

Zooming With Joel
You ask the question, he'll provide the
answer!

Our Chief Travel Officer, Joel Cabrera, gets
a number of travel-related questions every
week. Email your travel question to Joel,
and your question may be featured in the
newsletter. Joel answers those travel
questions that have kept you in quandary
for far too long.

Question:

David from Chicago asks: "How do you select Zoom's gay
group destinations? ?"

Answer:

Dear David,

Choosing a destination is a very important part of our job,
and we take it very seriously at Zoom. Generally speaking
this requires a 3 step process. First of all, Zoom picks
destinations that are welcoming, safe and “hot” for gay
people. We value our guests and want to make sure their
vacation is as stress free and as enjoyable as possible.

Second, we make sure that a destination is interesting and
has all the essential elements of the perfect vacation for gay
people. Namely that is “hot” with the best accommodations,
interesting sights, an interesting gay nightlife (where
applicable), and that it is easily accessible. Zoom guests
travel from all parts of the world to join a Zoom Vacation,
and we want to make sure that getting to a chosen Zoom

very fortunate. More to
the point inspire means
to fill with spirit. Most of
my spiritual experiences
have come while
traveling, and not in the
places or events
associated with
organized religion.”

Richard was excited
about going to
Guatemala with Zoom
Vacations, and when
asked what he liked
about the trip, he said,
“Everything! It was very
well- organized and went
like clockwork; from the
airport pick-up to the
airport drop-off 10 days
later. With Joel’s help, I
added an additional five
days to the organized
portion of the trip, and
spent the last half of the
trip with a private guide
and driver. So there was
a lot of flexibility. The
hotels were GREAT-some
really memorable
properties. My fellow
travelers were fun and
easy-going, and the
spirit of the group very
positive. Bryan and Joel
both have terrific
energy, and a real love
for the places that they
are taking you.”

Richard said that
traveling as part of a gay
group makes for a
ready-made “family”. He
said, “You can be
yourself, and it’s very
easy to make friends.
It’s a very freeing and
validating experience for
those who’ve never
traveled this way before.
It’s fun, easy, and
comfortable. Not
worrying about all of the
logistics of where to
stay, what to see, and
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destination will be as easy as possible and once there that it
will be worth their while.

Third, we talk to our guests for inspiration. We listen closely
to the places they recommend and the reasons why. After
all, they are our clients and we want them to continue to
travel with Zoom to interesting and exciting destinations.
You can always be sure that Zoom researches every
destination thoroughly, often sending multiple research
teams to a destination, before actually introducing a group
trip, to make sure that your experience will be flawless.

Club Zoom
If you are new to Club
Zoom, here's the scoop.
You will receive
discounts and special
offers on many of your
favorite hotels, retail
outlets, and services
around the country! And
the best part is, it's free!
It is simply our way of saying, "thank you" for being a part
of Zoom Vacations.

Simply click on the link below to get the codes necessary to
redeem these offers.

RETAILERS

Allen Brothers (fine steaks)
Universal Gear (men's fashions)
David Barton Gym, in NYC, Miami, and Chicago!
NYC Restaurant: Paris Commune
Brazil Chic (men's fashions)

HOTELS

Chicago: The Amalfi Hotel
Dallas: The Melrose
LA: The Grafton on Sunset
NYC: The Tribeca Grand Hotel
NYC: The SoHo Grand Hotel
NYC: The Flatotel
San Francisco: The Hotel Monaco and the Serrano
South Beach: The Raleigh

Get the Codes

how to get there frees
you up to concentrate
upon why you’re in a
different place to begin
with, and to have more
energy to enjoy being
there!”

Richard is quite certain
that he will take another
trip with Zoom
Vacations. “The cruise
along the Dalmatian
coast from Dubrovnik to
Venice would rate high
on my list,” he said, “but
I’m going to have to wait
until next time for that
one. I told Joel that
India is at the top of my
wish-list, and he told me
that this will be in the
list of offerings very
soon.

Read what others are
saying about Zoom
Vacations

Quick Links...
Reserve Today

Check out our press
archive

Contact us

Planning a celebration in
another country? Click
here to see how we can
help

Testimonials

Tours at a glance

View our special Gay
Games Chicago Hotel
Offer!

Join our mailing list!
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Join

email: bryan@zoomvacations.com
phone: 773.935.1728
web: http://www.zoomvacations.com/
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