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Greetings!

Make sure you receive our emails. Please add
bryan@zoomvacations.com to your address book.

in this issue
Featured Travelers: John Orsato and Benoit Baboulet of
Paris, France
Costa Rica and Guatemala Prices go up February 7th
View photos of our recent trips to Rio For New Years
Read What Others Say About Zoom Vacations
Preserved Mural Unearthed in Guatemala
Zooming With Joel
Club Zoom

Costa Rica and Guatemala Prices go up February 7th
Our early booking special is
about to expire, and we are
pleased that so many of you
took us up on this great
introductory price for our trips
to Guatemala and Costa Rica.

Prices are going up February
7th, so don't wait any longer to
book these trips. We will honor
any reservation requests
received by this date.

Experience tropical beauty and pristine beaches in Costa
Rica or explore ancient ruins and phenomenal cuisine in
Guatemala. Both trips include the finest accommodations!
Consult our website to view complete itineraries.

Read more about these trips...

View photos of our recent trips to Rio For New Years
Don't wait to book our New Years vacation in Rio. This trip
just keeps getting better and better. During the last trip,
guests enjoyed a private, hip, beach party, an exclusive
samba celebration, a helicopter tour and sunset cocktail
party on Sugar Loaf, and so much more. Book now before
prices go up on February 28th.

Click on the link below and then click on the yellow buns to
see pictures of Zoom Rio New Years. You can also see
pictures of all of our other trips, including Paraty (in Brazil),
Machu Picchu, and more!

Featured
Travelers: John

Orsato and Benoit
Baboulet of Paris,

France

Zoom Vacations travelers
come from all over the
world, and in our recent
trip to Rio alone, we
welcomed guests from
Costa Rica, France, Israel,
Nicaragua, and of course,
the US. Our travelers
figured they would come
away from the trip with
new Brazilian friends, and
we actually returned to
the States having formed
friendships with people
from all over the world.

While some Americans
give a bad rap to French
citizens, two of our
international guests, John
Orsato and Benoit
Baboulet of Paris, France
obliterated any negative
preconceived notions one
could have. It would be
difficult to find two more
kind, classy, charming
people than these two.
Their good natured
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Click here to view
these photos

Read What Others Say About Zoom Vacations
If you have not had a chance to take a
Zoom Vacation, our testimonials pages
will give you a good idea of the kind of
experience you can expect.

All of our testimonials come from
emails and letters from those who
have taken our vacations.

We know that you will have an
incredible, magical vacation with
Zoom, but don't take our word for it...

Read our most recent testimonials!

Preserved Mural Unearthed in Guatemala
This discovery verifies
mayan civilization
2,000 years ago. Guy
Gugliotta wrote the
following article for the
Washington Post in
December:

Archaeologists have
uncovered an
elegantly painted 30-
foot-long mural in a ceremonial chamber beneath a
Guatemalan jungle pyramid, providing new evidence that
Mayan civilization was in full flower more than 2,000 years
ago.

Archaeologist William Saturno of the University of New
Hampshire and Harvard's Peabody Museum of Archaeology
and Ethnology said yesterday that the San Bartolo site, in
Guatemala's Peten wilderness, is "the find of a lifetime,"
depicting the Mayan creation myth and the crowning of a
king in vivid color on a plaster wall as though "parts of it . . .
were painted yesterday."

The painting is the oldest intact mural ever found in Meso-

dispositions made them a
constant joy to be around.

John took some time away
from his busy life in Paris
to talk to us about his and
Benoit's experiences with
travel, which plays a
crucial role in both their
personal as well as their
professional life.

John travels a lot for
work, and needs to do a
lot of cross cultural
negotiation (Asia, Europe,
America). "Exposure to
other cultures sensibilizes
you to the nuances of
communications, and
what you can and cannot
do, how and how not to
communicate," John said.
Benoit (Ben) works in
architecture and design,
so being able to see
influences from other
cultures is very enriching.

During Zoom's add-on trip
after Rio to Paraty, Brazil,
Ben had the opportunity
to observe the best
example of Portuguese
colonial architecture in
South America (the town
of Paraty), and even to
visit a private home.

But it is more than unique
architecture and design
that inspires John and Ben
in their travels. "Traveling
allows you to see other
cultures and other ways to
live," John said, "You
appreciate that other
alternatives are as valid
as your own outlook or
disposition. And you learn
to appreciate your own
situation, or perhaps put
it into perspective.

"The inspiration comes
from seeing other
cultures, people, and
really makes you
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America, dating to about 150 B.C. in the Mayan "pre-classic"
period. But the subject matter has the same breadth of
mythology and cultural complexity as that displayed at
"classical" Mayan sites nearly 500 years later.

"This verifies what we had long suspected -- that Mayan
civilization had crystallized by the time" the San Bartolo site
arose, said University of Pennsylvania archaeologist Robert
J. Sharer, author of "The Ancient Maya." "The institution of
divine kingship is in place -- the imagery is consistent with
later times. It's a terrific find."

Saturno discovered San Bartolo in 2001 when he took
refuge from the tropical heat by ducking into a looters'
trench cut into the back of a jungle-covered pyramid in
northern Guatemala, near the Mexican border. He found
himself inside a chamber choked with landfill. But the north
wall revealed a four-foot- long swath of beautifully
preserved mural depicting the resurrection of the Corn God,
a scene from Mayan creation myth.

When people think of American Indian ruins in the Americas,
their thoughts first go to Machu Picchu in Peru and Mayan
temples in Mexico. Recent finds like the one mentioned
above are proving that Guatemala is indeed a key to
understanding life in North and South America hundreds of
years ago.

Zoom's trip to Guatemala comes at the perfect time, as
more and more people worldwide are taking notice of this
incredible destination. Besides its archeological discoveries,
it is also the setting for the hit show, Survivor Guatemala.
Zoom Vacations will show you why the country is truly a
traveler's dream. Like those on our last trip, the whole time
you will be thinking incredulously, "I can't believe this is
Guatemala!"

Read about our trip to Guatemala

Zooming With Joel
You ask the question, he'll provide the
answer!

Our Chief Travel Officer, Joel Cabrera, gets
a number of travel-related questions every
week. Email your travel question to Joel,
and your question may be featured in the
newsletter. Joel answers those travel
questions that have kept you in quandary
for far too long.

Question:

Mark from LA writes, “I noticed that you offer a trip to Rio
de Janeiro during New Years. It looks amazing, but I've
heard Rio is dangerous. Other people have told me that it's
no less safe than any other big city. What's the story, and
what does one need to look out for?"

appreciate diversity. "

John mentioned several
benefits to traveling with
a gay group that make
travel in general that
much better. "The respect
of our lifestyle and lack of
attitude makes every
moment comfortable. You
can be yourself and be at
ease with the group."

John said that he and Ben
took the trip with Zoom
Vacations based on the
web site. "We wanted to
go to Brazil for New
Years," John said, "And
chance smiled."

When asked about his
experience on a Zoom
Vacation, John said, "We
really liked the mix of
freedom, side trips “à la
carte”, and quality of the
product. And of course the
fun is a winning factor."

Zoom Vacations events,
exclusive only to our
travelers were designed
with fun in mind, and
helped our travelers get to
know each other and form
friendships in no time at
all. John and Ben came
away with many new
friends.

"It’s really nice to be part
of a group where
communication is easy
and natural," John said,
"And meeting people from
all over the world is
fascinating. I hope that as
much as someone would
not hesitate to contact us
if coming through Paris,
we would hope to do the
same if we find ourselves
somewhere where
someone from our group
is living."

Read what others are
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Answer:

Dear Mark from LA,

I love this question because it is the classic example of
perception versus reality. There is the perception in some
people’s mind that Rio is dangerous because the early 90’s
economic crisis that affected Brazil led to a wave of highly
publicized petty thefts on the beaches. The reality is that Rio
is no more dangerous that any urban metropolis like New
York or Los Angeles. Nevertheless, there are a few common
sense precautions that I would recommend when traveling
to Rio.

Do not take flashy jewelry. If you've got it or like it, this is
place to buy them but not the place to flaunt it. Leave your
valuables back home or in the safety box of your hotel
room. Carry along a photocopy of your passport, in case you
are asked to show some ID. Leave the original together with
your driver's license in your safety box (unless you're
driving, of course).

Do not take along more cash than you need. Most
restaurants and stores take plastic, anyway, and you can
use your debit card at ATMs at selected banks. Stay on the
South side of Rio, especially in the Neighborhoods like
Ipanema, Leblon and Copacabana – that’s where the best
shopping, hotels, restaurants and cute boys are anyway.
Avoid dark or isolated areas where you do not see a single
soul at night (duhh). If you bring along expensive cameras,
camcorders or laptops, consider buying insurance. So, next
time you go to Rio for New Years or Carnival, use common
sense, enjoy yourself and you won't have anything to worry
about except making sure you are wearing enough sun
block.

Club Zoom
If you are new to Club
Zoom, here's the scoop.
You will receive
discounts and special
offers on many of your
favorite hotels, retail
outlets, and services
around the country! And
the best part is, it's free!
It is simply our way of saying, "thank you" for being a part
of Zoom Vacations.

Simply click on the link below to get the codes necessary to
redeem these offers.

RETAILERS

Allen Brothers (fine foods)
Universal Gear (men's fashions)
David Barton Gym, in NYC, Miami, and Chicago!
NYC Restaurant: Paris Commune

saying about Zoom
Vacations

Quick Links...
Reserve Today

Check out our press
archive

Contact us

Planning a celebration in
another country? Click
here to see how we can
help

Testimonials

Tours at a glance

View our special Gay
Games Chicago Hotel
Offer!

Join our mailing list!
Join
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HOTELS

Chicago: The Amalfi Hotel
Dallas: The Melrose
LA: The Grafton on Sunset
NYC: The Tribeca Grand Hotel
NYC: The SoHo Grand Hotel
NYC: The Flatotel
San Francisco: The Hotel Monaco and the Serrano
South Beach: The Raleigh

Get the Codes

email: bryan@zoomvacations.com
phone: 773.935.1728
web: http://www.zoomvacations.com/
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