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Greetings!

Make sure you receive our emails. Please add
bryan@zoomvacations.com to your address book.

in this issue
Featured Travelers: Craig Collins and David Getson of
Washington DC
Iceland: July 29 to August 4, 2005
Costa Rica: A Gay Tropical Paradise
Cape Town and Safari for Thanksgiving
Joel's Travel Tip of the Month
Club Zoom

Iceland: July 29 to August 4, 2005
Bike through the world's
most stunning landscape of
fire and ice!

This incredible Zoom
Vacation gives you the best
of Iceland, from visiting the
famous Blue Lagoon, to
exploring the island's
unusual landscape, to

experiencing Reykjavik's active gay nightlife. This trip has it
all!

Here are just a few of the hi-lights of this incredible
vacation:

· Services of an English Speaking gay Zoom Vacations
Concierge throughout the trip

· Enjoy relaxing bike tours through the world's most
stunning landscape of fire and ice.

· Relax in therapeutic geo thermal pools

· Enjoy Breakfast Daily, including the day you arrive

· Optional post trip to Amsterdam for Gay Pride, August 4-8,
2005. Plus get round trip air to Amsterdam for just $99 from
Reykjavik.

And so much more! Read more about this vacation

Costa Rica: A Gay Tropical Paradise
We've all heard the radical right expression, "God
created Adam and Eve, not Adam and Steve." Well,
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If you've seen our photo
gallery shots from our
recent trip to South
Africa, you may
recognize Craig Collins
and David Getson. They
were everything we've
come to expect from our
travelers: open- minded,
enthusiastic, positive,
and ready to try new
things. In addition to
that, they were insanely
funny and whimsical,
and kept our group in
stitches.

Craig and David have
been together for about
4 years, and traveling
has become an
important part of their
relationship.

"I think that traveling
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anyone who has been to Costa Rica lately can tell you that
in this tropical paradise, "Adam and Steves" are everywhere,
and welcomed with open arms!

In the past ten years Costa Rica has emerged as one of the
world's premier vacation hot spots. And in disproportionate
numbers, gay travelers have descended upon this eco-
friendly destination with full force.

New Yorkers are abandoning The Rambles and embracing
the jungle. San Franciscans are finding new uses for their
old harnesses-Zooming through the trees on a canopy
safari. And South Beach Boys are exchanging Lincoln Road
cruising, for a little cruising on a white-water rafting
adventure.

Unless you despise nature, it's hard to have a bad time in
Costa Rica. But why has this country become such a haven
for the gay tourist?

Is it the gay man's ever-present desire for beauty that leads
us to the pristine land of Costa Rica, where 25% of the
country is designated as protected wilderness? Are we trying
to prove our masculinity through rugged rafting and volcano
trekking adventures? Do we yearn for intellectual
conversations with locals whose country boasts the highest
literacy rate of any Latin American country? Or, perhaps we
simply feel safer in a country that has no military! Whatever
the case, gay people love Costa Rica!

Read on

Cape Town and Safari for Thanksgiving
It seems like everyone you know
has been on a safari. Now it's your
turn! In response to a great number
of requests, Zoom Vacations is
offering a similar Cape Town and
Safari vacation as we did last New
Years, this year for Thanksgiving!

See the most beautiful creatures
you've ever seen in your life. Watch,
in fascination, at a myriad of mating
rituals. Eat breakfast next to a wild
beast having his night's hunt just a
few feet away from you. And, that's
just the gay scene in Cape Town!
You also get to experience a 3 day

all-inclusive safari in your own 5 star luxurious chalet.

Highlights include:

· Services of a Zoom Vacations Concierge throughout the
trip

· Accommodations at one of the most stylish and gay-
friendly hotels in Cape Town

brings you closer
together and allows you
time to focus back on
each other, even in a
group setting," David
said. "I love traveling
with my boyfriend who is
my best friend and the
love of my life."

Craig said, "During our
daily routines, we
sometimes get caught
up in work, family, the
dogs, etc. But when we
travel, we are able to
leave all of those things
behind and concentrate
on each other and
having a good time. It
brings excitement and
intimacy to our
relationship."

They are definitely one
of those couples who
bring out the best in
each other, not to
mention those around
them. In South Africa,
they were intent on
getting the most out of
the experience, including
making many new
friends along the way.

"The best part of Zoom
Vacations is the people
that we met," David
said. "The activities were
planned so that you
could do as much or as
little as you wanted
without any guilt or
worries of offending
anyone in the group. I
loved that different
people did different
things and so you got to
spend time getting to
know everyone. I liked
that activities were
already planned and
there was flexibility to
modify those plans as
needed based on the
desires of those on the
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· Wine tasting in the vineyards of the Wine Valley with a
gourmet lunch

· Cape Peninsula excursion

· Accommodations at a 5 Star Safari Lodge in Kruger
National Park

· All gourmet meals at the Safari Lodge

· Daily game drives, and much more

Read more about this trip

Joel's Travel Tip of the Month
Five ways to a carefree Zoom Vacation.

1. Take the minimum amount of cash on
vacation. Instead, use your ATM card to
withdraw cash at the current daily
exchange rate, take travelers checks in
smaller denominations so you can use them
readily, and don't be stuck with a lot of
cash if you cash in one of those $500
increments, and pay by credit card for most
purchased of services, food or goods.

2. Pack light. Unless you cannot live without it, you will most
likely be able to find whatever you need at your travel
destination. Besides, we all want an excuse for shopping and
buying that new pair of jeans or top that will be admired
when you get back with that nice tan. Best of all, you'll
probably pay a fraction of the cost it would have cost at
home.

3. Use your in room safe to store valuable travel documents,
such as a paper airline ticket and passport, jewelry, cash
and electronics. If your hotel does not have an in room safe
or it is too small for such things as a laptop, take it to the
front desk safe for safekeeping.

4. Carry a copy of your passport. Leave the original in the
safe.

5. Do as the locals. In Rio for instance, everyone wears flip
flops and a bathing suit or surfer shorts during the day and
jeans at night. In Buenos Aires on the other hand, dressing
is a little bit more formal. Your Zoom guide may even wear a
jacket and tie. You're on vacation, though, so you don't have
to. But, you get the idea.

Club Zoom
If you are new to Club Zoom, here's the scoop. You will
receive discounts and special offers on many of your favorite
hotels, retail outlets, and services around the country! And
the best part is, it's free! It is simply our way of saying,
"thank you" for being a part of Zoom Vacations.

tour."

"When we first signed up
for this trip, we were a
little apprehensive,"
Craig said. "We were
afraid we may not like
everyone or that the
group may not get
along. Fortunately, none
of those things ever
occurred. It was truly
amazing. With all the
different backgrounds
and personalities, it
turned out to be a great
team. Everyone brought
something different to
the group and everyone
blended in so well
together. It made for an
excellent vacation."

"It was one of the best
vacations we have ever
had, and we have been
all over the world," Craig
said.

David said, "I will go
anywhere that Zoom
Vacations goes as long
as I can take the time
off from work. The
hardest part is hearing
that people you met on
one trip are going on
another and you can't
get the time off."

Luckily David has been
able to plan well-ahead
to take time off of work
for a future vacation.
You will have the chance
to meet Craig and David
yourself on Zoom
Vacations' trip to Rio de
Janeiro this coming New
Years. We are excited to
welcome them on
another vacation, and to
introduce them to Brazil
and the trip of a lifetime.
They have also signed
up for our add-on
adventure to the
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Simply click on the link
below to get the codes
necessary to redeem
these offers.

RETAILERS

Allen Brothers (fine
foods)

Universal Gear (men's fashions)

David Barton Gym, in NYC, Miami, and Chicago!

HOTELS

Chicago: The Amalfi Hotel

Dallas: The Melrose

LA: The Grafton on Sunset

NYC: The Buckingham

San Francisco: The Renoir

South Beach: The Raleigh

Get the Codes

Brazilian Colonial town
of Paraty, which is
nothing short of magical.

Read what others are
saying about Zoom
Vacations

Quick Links...
Reserve Today

Check out our press
archive

Contact us

Planning a celebration in
another country? Click
here to see how we can
help

Testimonials

Tours at a glance

Join our mailing list!
Join

email: bryan@zoomvacations.com
phone: 773.935.1728
web: http://www.zoomvacations.com/
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