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Greetings!

Make sure you receive our emails. Please add
bryan@zoomvacations.com to your address book.

Happy New Year from Zoom Vacations!
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Physical Fitness: An Essential Part of Your Vacation
One of the greatest gifts of
traveling is the ability to
leave our every day stresses
miles away and for a short
time enter a land of make-
believe. And there is one
thing you can do while away
that may actually enhance
your experience: exercise.

Admittedly, this is often
easier said than done, and it
can be very difficult to stick
to our fitness regimen while

we travel. We have an entirely new schedule, our sleeping
patterns change, and we're busy having fun and tasting the
local cuisine. And the real challenge is who wants to travel
to the world's most beautiful places, only to spend hours of
your day in the gym?

Just like back home, the key is to make it as fun as possible,
incorporating exercise into the vacation experience. Walk
whenever possible, bring healthy snacks on your excursions,
and try to stay active without sacrificing rest and relaxation.

Read on...

Zoom Peru and Machu Picchu March 12-20
Zoom Vacations offers the most incredible trip to Peru,
including Machu Picchu, March 12- 20, 2005 at the low price
of $2999, including air from Miami and all inter-Peru air on
LAN Airlines, a member of the Oneworld Alliance!

Featured
Traveler: Carson

Kressley

You never know who you
are going to run into on
a Zoom Vacation, and
Rio New Years Travelers
arrived in Rio to find that
Queer Eye for the
Straight Guy's Carson
Kressley was a fellow
traveler. In Rio, we all
got the opportunity to
see that Carson is as
loveable and hilarious as
he is on his Emmy
Award winning hit show.
Back in New York, he
took a few minutes off
his busy schedule to talk
to us about travel and
his experience on a
Zoom Vacation.

"Just as with clothing,
travel can let you be
whomever you want to
be," Carson said. "It can
be a fresh start, an
adventure. I find that
completely thrilling.
Also, travel is such an
inspiration. Just being
out of your setting is a
real eye opener. It
doesn't really matter if it
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Here are just a few of the
hi-lights of this incredible
trip:

1. All 4 and 5 star
accommodations, including
3 nights in the 5 star Orient
Express, Monastario Hotel in
Cusco.

2. Orient-Express train
journey through the Andes,
complete with cocktails and
a gourmet dinner. It just doesn't get any better than this!

3. Several unique meals found nowhere else, such as lunch
in a stunning hacienda in the Sacred Valley, and dinner in
the oldest mansion in Lima.

4. Unforgettable exploration of the ancient Incan site of
Machu Picchu, one of the world's most intriguing and
visually dramatic places.

And so much more! Read more about Zoom Peru!

New Years in Rio and Cape Town, Revealed
A number of you have
expressed interest in seeing
photos from our Zoom
Vacations New Years trips to
Cape Town and Rio de
Janeiro. Wait no further--
you can now see these
pictures by going to Photo
Galleries page on our
website, and by clicking the
link below.

Don't wait to book our New
Years vacation in Rio. This
trip just keeps getting better
and better. During the last
trip, guests enjoyed private,
hip, beach parties, an
exclusive samba celebration

on Sugar Loaf, and so much more. Book by February 28th to
receive a special rate! Click here for more information.

We have two exciting dates for South Africa, one during
Thanksgiving 2005, and the other for Cape Town Gay Pride
in February, 2006 (February date coming soon). Both trips
enjoy wine tasting, unique excursions, and the hippest
accommodations in Cape Town, as well a three day 5 star
safari experience in Kruger. We only included a small
montage of the hundreds of animal pictures from the safari.
The game viewing was unbelievable. Click here for more
information.

is Marrakech or Peoria."

"Since Queer Eye I have
traveled around the
globe several times. Its
like being in the army,
but I get to wear much
cuter clothes. I love that
aspect of my job.
Getting to meet people
all over the world is a
real joy for me."

And, fellow travelers
certainly enjoyed
spending time with
Carson as well. His
infectious energy fit
right in with our fun,
interesting group, and
with the unique events
we had planned - hang
gliding on the beach
during our private White
Beach Party, and sunset
cocktails atop Sugar Loaf
mountain to the sounds
of a 12 person samba
band and gyrating
mulatas, just to name a
few.

Zoom Vacations was
delighted to have Carson
as one of our travelers,
and with his upbeat,
kind attitude, he
embodied what people
have come to expect
from a Zoom Vacations
traveler.

Carson said, "I had the
good fortune of meeting
Joel Cabrera (of Zoom
Vacations) here in New
York during PRIDE 2004
and I said that if I ever
went to Brazil, which I
have been dying (my
hair) to do for years,
that I would give him a
call. Fate stepped in and
I had the best vacation
ever."

Carson said that once in
Rio, Zoom Vacations
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View the photo galleries for these trips

Joel's Travel Tip of the Month
Shopping Tip

Do your shopping on vacation and make it
part of the travel experience! The US Dollar
is still very strong in most all of Latin
America and South Africa. Most of the
fashion, jewelry and house ware items we
buy in the United States come from these
countries anyway.

So, make shopping part of your travel
experience and you will have a blast, feel pampered and
save yourself a bundle on items that you would otherwise
buy at home. For instance, fine jewelry and gems are a
great buy in Brazil; leather goods and jeans are a great deal
in Argentina; art is a fantastic value in South Africa. And
with an $800 duty free allowance when returning to the US,
you have a lot of spending money at your disposal.

Club Zoom
If you are new to Club
Zoom, here's the scoop.
You will receive
discounts and special
offers on many of your
favorite hotels, retail
outlets, and services
around the country! And
the best part is, it's free!
It is simply our way of saying, "thank you" for being a part
of Zoom Vacations.

Simply click on the link below to get the codes necessary to
redeem these offers.

RETAILERS

Allen Brothers (fine foods)

Universal Gear (men's fashions)

David Barton Gym, in NYC, Miami, and Chicago!

HOTELS

Chicago: The Amalfi Hotel

Dallas: The Melrose

LA: The Grafton on Sunset

NYC: The Buckingham

San Francisco: The Renoir

South Beach: The Raleigh

staff members seemed
more like friends, friends
who took care of all the
details and provided a
sense of ease that was
priceless. "Bucket-loads
of caipirinhas and hot
bartenders don't hurt
either," he said.

Carson expressed
positive reflections on
gay group travel. "I
think it is so fun to
travel in a group to meet
new people, learn about
them, what they do,
where they are from,
what we might have in
common. Etc," he said.
"And then sleep with
them. No, just kidding
about the sleeping with
them part. On a more
serious note, there is a
certain amount of joy in
sharing the wonders of
travels with a group of
friends. I guess a shared
experience to me is
always more gratifying."

Carson also sited an
added benefit, "access to
countless pairs of
Speedos to be borrowed
in case of a fashion
emergency."

Carson said he looks
forward to his next trip
with Zoom Vacations,
and that it will most
likely be to Greece (the
country, not the
musical).

Read Testimonials from
other Zoom Vacations
Travelers

Quick Links...
Reserve Today
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